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i n  wh i ch  any  i dea  o f  j u s t i c e
f i nds  i t s  t rue  mean ing .  We  hope
tha t  a s  you  go  th rough  th i s
mate r i a l ,  based  on  what  can  be
p rob l emat i zed  i n  each  case  i n
t e rms  o f  d i s t r i bu t i ve  i nequ i t i e s ,
p rocedura l  i n ju s t i c e s  and /o r
l ack  o f  r ecogn i t i on ;  r eade r s  can
bu i l d  the i r  own  na r ra t i ve  abou t
the  p rob l ems  tha t  Env i ronmenta l
Jus t i c e  encompasses  t oday .
De r i ved  f r om the  r e su l t s  f r om
the  IV  EnJus t  Env i ronmenta l
Jus t i c e  Ne twork  Mee t ing  i n  San
Cr i s tóba l  de  Las  Casas ,  Ch iapas ,
Mex i co ,  i n  Oc tobe r  2023 ,  t h i s
book  a ims  t o  f o s t e r  d i a l ogue ,
deba te  and ,  above  a l l ,  a c t i on
towards  bu i l d ing  a  more  j u s t
and  equ i t ab l e  wor ld .

Th i s  pub l i ca t i on  s eeks  t o  shed
l i gh t  on  a  f i e l d  o f  u rgen t
p rob l ems  faced  by  na t i ons ,  peop l e
in  Mex i co  and  i n  the  r e s t  o f  the
wor ld :  p r imar i l y  the  s t rugg l e  t o
t rans fo rm the  dominan t  po l i t i ca l -
eco l og i ca l  mode l  o f  ex t rac t i ve ,
e xc lu s i ona ry ,  pa t r i a r cha l ,  and
ecoc ida l  exp lo i t a t i on .  Wr i t t en  by
a  l a rge  g roup  o f  au tho r s ,  t h rough
a  w ide  range  o f  p rob l ems  and
s i tua t i ons ,  a  co l l e c t i ve  na r ra t i ve
i s  woven ;  r evea l i ng  bo th  the
v io l ence  pe rpe t ra t ed  aga ins t
commun i t i e s  and  the i r
env i ronments ,  a s  we l l  a s  the
fo rms  o f  r e s i s t ance  and  hope  tha t
emerge  i n  r e sponse .
Wi th  the  pub l i ca t i on  o f  th i s  work ,
we  s t r i ve  t o  cap tu re  and  sha re  i n
a  c l ea r  and  ag i l e  manner  the
cu r r en t  c r i t i ca l  s i t ua t i on :  t he
pu l se  be tween  the  oppres s i on  o f  a
p reda to ry  and  i nhuman  sys t em
and  the  g row ing  awareness  o f  the
u rgency  o f  an  imminen t  change ,
i n  the  f ace  o f  the  co l l apse  o f  the
ce r ta in t i e s  tha t  sus ta ined  sa id
sys t em .  We  unde r l i ne  the
re l evance  o f  communa l
o rgan i za t i on ,  t enac i ty  i n  the  f ace
o f  adve r s i t y  and  the  c r ea t i on  o f
co l l e c t i ve  know ledge ,  c ruc i a l
e l ement s  f o r  the  des i r ed
t rans fo rmat i on .
 Env i ronmenta l  Jus t i c e ,  more  than
a  se t  o f  t r anscenden t  e th i ca l
p r inc ip l e s ,  i s  an  emerg ing
f ramework  f o r  va r i ous  s t rugg l e s ,  
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para l ega l i t y ,  wh i ch  i gno res  the  
p r inc ip l e s  o f  so l i da r i t y  and  ca re
on  wh i ch  the  democra t i c  na t i ons
o f  the  Nor th  and  Sou th  were
in t ended  to  be  f ounded .  The
un fu l f i l l ed  p romi ses  and
hypoc r i s i e s  o f  the  l i be ra l  o rde r
a re  now  unsus ta inab l e  i n  a
sys t em tha t  open ly  depends  on
ex te rm ina t i on ,  i nequa l i t y  and
in jus t i c e .  Naming  th i s  v i o l ence  i s
no t  on ly  an  exe rc i s e  aga ins t  f ea r ,
bu t  a l so  he lp s  t o  no t  no rma l i z e
i t ,  a s  E l ena  Lazos  Chave ro  and
Fe rnanda  F igue roa .
I n  o rde r  no t  t o  co l l abo ra te  w i th
comp l i c i t  s i l ence ,  i n  add i t i on  t o
v i s i b i l i z i ng  the  mu l t i p l e  f o rms
tha t  env i ronmenta l  i n ju s t i c e
takes ,  i t  i s  neces sa ry  t o  show  i t s
t i e s  w i th  the  demands  f o r  soc i a l ,
e conomic  and  po l i t i ca l  j u s t i c e ,  a s
Car l o s  To rne l  s t a t e s  i n  h i s
c r i t i ca l  work  on  ene rgy
t rans i t i ons ,  whe re  he  a l so
ques t i ons  " t he  metabo l i ca l l y  

L ibertad  Chavez-Rodr iguez
Ignac io  Rub io  Carr iqu i r i borde
Ce l i a  Ru i z  de  Oña  P laza
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The  s t rugg l e  f o r  l i f e  and  the
env i ronment  i n  La t in  Amer i ca  has
become  a  r evo lu t i ona ry  ac t  i n  the
face  o f  the  comp l i c i t  s i l ence  o f
the  Cap i ta l ocene  e ra  (Moore
2020)  and  i t s  v i o l ence ,
cha l l eng ing  the  po l i t i ca l  and
economic  s t ruc tu re s  o f  the  r eg i on .
Today ,  cap i t a l i sm  in  a  go re  code
and  f r on t i e r  code  i s  d r i ven  by
gove rnments ,  co rpo ra t i ons  and
bus ines smen .  I t  i s ,  a t  the  same
t ime ,  b ru ta l l y  i n s t rumenta l i z ed  by
war l o rds ,  pa rami l i t a ry  g roups ,  and
c r im ina l  gangs  tha t  des tab i l i z e
l oca l  e conomies  and  d i sp l ace
en t i r e  g roups  and  commun i t i e s .
W i th  a r rangements  and
recompos i t i ons ,  an  economic
sys t em tha t  imposes
monocu l tu re s ,  a cce l e ra t e s
de fo re s ta t i on ,  opens  m ines ,  bu i l d s
l uxu ry  ho te l s ,  d i sappea r s  peop l e ,
po l l u t e s  wa te r ,  e xc ludes  and
subord ina te s  f ami l i e s  and  peop l e ,
appea r s .
Go re  cap i t a l i sm  (Va l enc ia  2016 ) ,
r ac i a l  cap i t a l i sm  (Rob inson  2021 ) ,
nec ropo l i t i c s  o r  nec romach ine
(Mbembe  2011 )  a r e  concep t s  tha t
soc i a l  s c i ences  have  used  t o  th ink
abou t  the  ecoc ide  and  genoc ide
inhe ren t  21 s t  c en tu ry  cap i t a l i sm :
a  sys t em tha t  ope ra te s  i n  a

 
 

" T h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  l i f e  a n d  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a
h a s  b e c o m e  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t
i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  c o m p l i c i t
s i l e n c e  o f  t h e  C a p i t a l o c e n e  e r a
a n d  i t s  v i o l e n c e . "
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unequa l  r e l a t i onsh ips  be tween
d i f f e r en t  p l aces . "
The  l i nk  be tween  economic ,
po l i t i ca l  and  t e r r i t o r i a l  a spec t s  o f
j u s t i c e  becomes  ev iden t  when  we
look  a t  the  d i f f e r en t  ways  i n
wh ich  v i o l ence  aga ins t
o rgan i za t i ons  and  i nd iv idua l s
l ead ing  r e s i s t ance  movements  o r
p romot ing  a l t e rna t i ve s  a r e
man i f e s t ed  i n  the  g l oba l  Nor th
and  Sou th .  The  numbers  ba re l y
r e f l e c t  the  magn i tude  o f  the
p rob l em .  I n  the  l a s t  decade ,  68  %
o f  the  murde r s  o f
env i ronmenta l i s t s  have  t aken
p lace  i n  La t in  Amer i ca .  I t  i s  the
dead l i e s t  r eg i on  i n  the  wor ld  f o r
env i ronmenta l  ac t i v i s t s  and
de fende r s .  Acco rd ing  t o  2022
G loba l  Wi tnes s  da ta ,  Co lomb ia
and  Honduras  a r e  the  coun t r i e s
w i th  the  h ighes t  number  o f
murde red  l eade r s ,  f o l l owed  by
Braz i l  and  Mex i co .  S ince  appea l s
to  env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e  r e f e r  t o
the  p ro t ec t i on ,  ca re  and
recogn i t i on  o f  t e r r i t o r i e s  and
b iocu l tu ra l  l andscapes  tha t  a r e
today  the  f i na l  f r on t i e r  o f  the
expans i on  o f  ex t rac t i v i s t  

cap i t a l i sm .  I n  add i t i on ,  wh i l e
demands  f o r  env i ronmenta l
j u s t i c e  denounce  the  unequa l
d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  advan tages  and
r i sks  a s soc i a t ed  w i th
deve l opment  p romoted  by  the
S ta te ,  a c t i v i sm  tha t  mob i l i z e s
and  demands  env i ronmenta l
j u s t i c e  i s  pa r t i cu l a r l y  dange rous
in  Mex i co  and  the  r e s t  o f
Amer i ca .
Even  i f  l aw  and  i n s t i t u t i ons  we re
neve r  a  gua ran tee  o f  s ecu r i t y ,
r e spec t  and  i nc lu s i on ,  t hey  a t
l eas t  channe l ed  s t rugg l e s  and
o f f e r ed  a  common  soc i a l  ho r i zon
—th ink ,  f o r  examp le ,  o f  ag ra r i an
re fo rms  th roughout  La t in
Amer i ca  o r ,  more  r ecen t l y ,  o f  the
deve l opment  o f  env i r onmenta l
l aw— .  Today ,  on  the  ag r i cu l tu ra l
and  f o r e s t ry  f r on t i e r s ,  on
beaches  and  i n  m ine ra l - r i ch
mounta ins ,  gove rnments ,  t h rough
the i r  m i l i t a ry ,  pa rami l i t a ry  and
po l i c e  f o r ces ,  s imu la t e  s ecu r i t y
s t ra t eg i e s  wh i l e  a l l ow ing  the i r
c i t i z ens  t o  be  murde red ,  t o r tu red
and  d i sappea red  w i th  impun i ty .
P rog res s i ve  l aws  a re  r epea l ed  o r
pos tponed ,  r i gh t s  a r e  supp lan ted ,
ach i evements  a r e  sk imped  on ,  a s
in  the  ve ry  r ecen t  case  o f  the
t r i umph  and  a lmos t  immed ia t e
d i sm i s sa l  o f  the  r ecogn i t i on  o f
t e r r i t o r i a l  r i gh t s  f o r  the
Amazon ian  peop l e s  (A lonso
2023) .

" I n  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e ,  6 8 %  o f  t h e
m u r d e r s  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
a c t i v i s t s  h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n
L a t i n  A m e r i c a ,  t h e  d e a d l i e s t
r e g i o n  i n  t h e  w o r l d  f o r
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a c t i v i s t s . "
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For  s eve ra l  yea r s  now ,  we  have
en te red  a  phase  o f  l ega l
s tagna t i on ,  even  r eg re s s i on ,  i n
wh ich  the  s imp le  ac t  o f
demand ing  r i gh t s  s eems  to  t r i gge r
a t tacks .  Thus ,  t he  ve ry  de f ense  o f
r i gh t s  i s  i nc reas ing ly  ques t i oned
by  gove rnments  and  med ia  a t  the
se rv i ce  o f  e conomic  and  po l i t i ca l
e l i t e s .  The  c r im ina l i za t i on  o f
de f ende r s  and  ac t i v i s t  j ou rna l i sm
has  become  a  common  s t ra t egy  o f
f ac tua l /de  f ac to  powers .  O l i ga rchs
and  magnates  l aunch  j ud i c i a l  and
med ia  pe r secu t i on  aga ins t  a l l
t hose  “ uncomfo r tab l e  vo i ce s ”
th rough  so -ca l l ed  gag  l awsu i t s ,  by
c rea t ing  cu lp r i t s ,  such  a s  those
denounced  be fo re  the  UN by  the
Fray  Ba r to l omé  de  Las  Casas
Human  R igh t s  Cen te r .  The  f ac tua l
powers  co -op t  the  j ud i c i a l  sy s t em
and  fac i l i t a t e  the  c r ea t i on  o f  a
“ l ega l ”  way  o f  s i l enc ing  the  vo i ce s
o f  pub l i c  condemnat i on  and  the
demands  f o r  env i ronmenta l ,
s oc i a l ,  cu l tu ra l  and  gende r
ju s t i c e .  
Shou ld  we  then  abandon  and  g ive
away  the  space  f o r  e th i ca l  

r e f l e c t i on  and  a rgumenta t i on  a s
i f  i t  we re  s t e r i l e?  Abso lu t e l y  no t ,
on  the  con t ra ry .  We  be l i eve  we
shou ld  no t  f o rge t  tha t ,  du r ing  the
l a s t  decade  o f  the  l a s t  c en tu ry
and  the  f i r s t  o f  th i s  one ,  t he
r i gh t s  f r amework  was  a
fundamenta l  r e sou rce  i n  the
hands  o f  peop l e s ,  f am i l i e s  and
commun i t i e s  i n  the i r  s t rugg l e s
aga ins t  co rpo ra t i ons ,  compan i e s
o r  po l i t i ca l  i n s t i t u t i ons .  Fac ing
the  advance  o f  the  nec romach ine ,
we  be l i eve  tha t  the  c l a ims  tha t
ra i s e  i deas  o f  env i r onmenta l
j u s t i c e  he lp  i n  the  cons t ruc t i on
o f  a  common  e th i c  and  know ledge
tha t  sus ta in ,  l eg i t im i ze  and
connec t  the  mu l t i p l e  cu r r en t
r e s i s tances .
Eve ry  j u s t i c e  appea l  opens  up  the
poss ib i l i t y  o f  po l i t i c s ,  and  th i s  i s
whe re  the  op t i on  o f  so l i da r i t y
be tween  academia  and
env i ronmenta l  ac t i v i s t s  a l so
a r i s e s .  How can  we  f a i l  t o
unde r l i ne  the  impor tance  o f
accompan iment ,  o f
documenta t i on  and  o f  the  we l l -
f ounded  and  sys t emat i c
denunc ia t i on  ca r r i ed  ou t  by
re sea rche r s  and  t eache r s ,  when
the  comp l i c i t  s i l ence  o f
gove rnments  a t  a l l  l eve l s  has
neve r  been  l oude r?
At  the  p re sen t  t ime  o f  e ro s i on  o f
democra t i c  va lues  and  the
ons l aught  o f  the  ex t r eme  r i gh t ,
r e l i g i ous  f ana t i c i sm  and  u l t r a -
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" L o s  g o b i e r n o s ,  m e d i a n t e  s u s
f u e r z a s  m i l i t a r e s ,  p a r a m i l i t a r e s  y
p o l i c i a c a s ,  s i m u l a n  e s t r a t e g i a s  d e
s e g u r i d a d  m i e n t r a s  p e r m i t e n  q u e
s e  a s e s i n e ,  t o r t u r e  y  d e s a p a r e z c a
i m p u n e m e n t e  a  s u s  c i u d a d a n o s . "



nat i ona l i sm ,  we  cons ide r  i t
e s sen t i a l  t o  r e f l e c t  on  the  r easons
why  the  c l a ims  f o r  j u s t i c e  a r e
l o s ing  mora l  f o r ce .  Th i s  i s  c ruc i a l
t o  i den t i f y  p rog res s i ve  so lu t i ons
ra the r  than  r eg re s s i ve  ones .  The
r i s e  o f  an t i - r i gh t  i deo l og i e s  does
no t  occu r  peace fu l l y ,  bu t ,  on  the
con t ra ry ,  e rup t s  w i th  the  v i o l ence
o f  a  f r agmenta t i on  g renade .
The re fo re ,  p ropos ing  and
enr i ch ing  the  p r inc ip l e s  o f
env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e  a r e  u rgen t
ta sks .
Howeve r ,  we  a re  w i tnes s ing  the
r i s e  o f  sou rces  o f  v i o l ence  tha t
cha l l enge  the  po l i t i ca l -democra t i c
o rde r ,  e s tab l i sh ing  sec re t
ag reements  w i th  pa r t i e s  and
po l i t i ca l  and  soc i a l  l eade r s .  I n
th i s  nec ros ta t e ,  no  one  knows  who
i s  who  anymore .  The  sp i r a l  o f
v i o l ence  i s  amp l i f i ed  and  c ros ses
d i f f e r en t  s ca l e s .  I t  i s  becoming
inc reas ing ly  d i f f i cu l t  t o  t r ace  i t s
ne tworks  and  i t s  o r i g in .  I n  th i s
r ega rd ,  Eve lyn  Me j í a  Ca r rasco
ana lyzes  the  v i o l ence  tha t  has
taken  p l ace  i n  the  f o r e s t s  o f  

Gue r r e ro ,  Mex i co .  The  l a t e r  a s  a
r e su l t  o f  the  i n t e r f e r ence  o f
o rgan i zed  c r ime ,  whe re
cybe rac t i v i sm  has  been  a  t oo l
u sed  t o  l i nk  co l l e c t i ve  ac t i on
w i th  the  approp r i a t i on  o f  new
techno log i e s  and  po l i t i c s .
Who  and  what  a r e  ho ld ing  the
monopo ly  on  v i o l ence  and  f o r
what  pu rposes?  Who  and  what
a re  a l l ow ing  and  encourag ing
v io l ence  i n  a l l  s cena r i o s ,  f r om
the  m ic ro ,  domes t i c  and  day  t o
day ,  t o  the  macro ,  na t i ona l  and
g loba l  s cena r i o s?  Aware  o f  th i s
con tex t  i n  wh i ch  the  i n s t i ga to r s
o f  v i o l ence  a re  i nc reas ing  and
the  l ega l  and  i n s t i t u t i ona l
f r amework  i s  e rod ing ,  we
propose  th ree  ma jo r  themat i c
axes  tha t  d i r ec t  the  d i s cuss i on
on  the  i s sue  o f  env i r onmenta l
j u s t i c e :  communa l  o rgan i za t i on ,
i n t e r sec t i ona l i t y  and
env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e ,  and  l i nks
be tween  human  and  non-human
be ings .  None  o f  them ope ra te
sepa ra te l y ,  s i nce  the  comp lex i t y
o f  the  p rob l em requ i r e s
e s tab l i sh ing  commun ica t ing
vesse l s  be tween  them .
Regard ing  env i ronmenta l  r i gh t s ,
we  obse rve  a  pe r s i s t en t  t r end  t o
on to l og i ca l l y  s epa ra te  tha t
wh ich  r ega rds  na tu re  ( spec i e s ,
e cosys t ems ,  c l imate ,  s ea )  f r om
tha t  wh i ch  r ega rds  soc i e ty
(peop l e ,  cu l tu re ,  marg ina l i t y ,
i nequa l i t i e s ,  s oc i a l  d i ve r s i t y ) .  
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" G o v e r n m e n t s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e i r
m i l i t a r y ,  p a r a m i l i t a r y  a n d  p o l i c e
f o r c e s ,  s i m u l a t e  s e c u r i t y
s t r a t e g i e s  w h i l e  a l l o w i n g  t h e i r
c i t i z e n s  t o  b e  m u r d e r e d ,  t o r t u r e d
a n d  d i s a p p e a r e d  w i t h  i m p u n i t y . "



Demands  f o r  the  p ro t ec t i on  o f
th i s  o r  tha t  l andscape ,  t h i s  o r
tha t  spec i e s ,  t h i s  o r  tha t
ecosys t em mu l t i p l y ,  wh i l e  the  l i nk
es tab l i shed  by  the  human  g roups
tha t  have  i nhab i t ed  these  spaces
o f  na tu ra l  wea l th  i s  h idden .  Th i s
c r ea te s  the  r i sk  o f  impos ing  an
exc lus i ve  conse rva t i on  mode l ,
c ommerc i a l i z ed  and  con t ro l l ed  by
sc i en t i f i c  and  gove rnmenta l
e l i t e s .
Payments  f o r  Ecosys t em Se rv i ce s
p rog rams  o r  s t ra t eg i e s  f o r  the
commod i f i ca t i on  o f  a tmosphe r i c
ca rbon  a re  the  ep i t ome  o f  a
p roces s  o f  neo l i be ra l i za t i on  o f
na tu re  tha t  o f t en  i nco rpo ra te s
l a t en t  v i o l ence  t owards  the
popu la t i ons  tha t  a r e  the  ob j ec t  o f
these  i n t e rven t i ons ,  a s
exemp l i f i ed  by  C laud ia  Horn ' s
s tudy  i n  the  Amazon  w i th  the
Tes t  P rog ram fo r  the
Conse rva t i on  o f  the  B raz i l i an
Ra in fo re s t .
Bene f i t i ng  on ly  a  f ew ,  “Na tu re
w i thou t  peop l e ”  becomes  the
mot to  o f  th i s  mode l .  The  l a t e s t
tw i s t  tha t  suppor t s  th i s  t r end  i s
the  so -ca l l ed  Agenda  30x30 ,  a
p roposa l  t o  conse rve  30%  o f  the
p lane t  tha t  imposes  conse rva t i on
imag ina r i e s  de f i ned  by  a
b io l og i ca l  pos i t i v i s t  s c i ence  tha t
l eaves  una t t ended  the  i n t imate
and  ances t ra l  i n t e rac t i on  be tween
those  who  i nhab i t  the  ecosys t ems  
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t o  be  conse rved  and  the
env i ronment  i n  wh i ch  they  l i v e .
Yvonne  Kunz  ques t i ons  the
e f f ec t i veness  o f  these
conse rva t i on  imag ina r i e s  i n  the
f i e l d  o f  mar ine  conse rva t i on ,
po in t i ng  ou t  how  they  l eave  the
s t ruc tu ra l  v i o l ence  and  soc i o -
env i ronmenta l  i n ju s t i c e s
gene ra ted  by  the  neo l i be ra l
conse rva t i on  mode l  unaddres sed .
Env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e  mus t
po in t  ou t  and  b r ing  f o rward  the
fundamenta l  a r t i cu l a t i on
be tween  human  and  non-human
be ings .  I n  tha t  s ense ,  i t  mus t  be
unde r s tood  a s  em inen t l y  soc i a l
and  he lp  t o  bu i l d  a  pos t -human
soc i e ty .  I n  th i s  r ega rd ,  Angé l i ca
Nav idad  Mora l e s  ana ly ses  the
re l a t i onsh ip  be tween  the  human
and  the  non -human  in  the
p roduc t i on  o f  agave ,  wh i ch ,  f r om
the  l og i c  o f  monocu l tu re ,  has
meant  the  a l t e ra t i on  o f  the
ecosys t em in  the  Mex i can  Ba j í o
r eg i on .  The  eco l og i ca l
des t ruc t i on  has  impac ted  the
l oca l  f l o ra  and  f auna ,  s ome  o f
wh i ch  a re  i n  dange r  o f
d i sappea r ing  t o  make  way  f o r
agave  cu l t i va t i on .  A t  the  same
t ime ,  t he  f a rmers  i n  the  a r ea ,
encouraged  by  l oca l  au tho r i t i e s
to  pu r sue  immed ia te  economic
in t e r e s t s  r a the r  than  l ong - t e rm
care  o f  the  l and ,  s ee  the i r  f ood  



case  o f  Mex i co ,  i t  has  imp l i ed
the  en t ry  o f  na t i ona l  and
in te rna t i ona l  compan i e s ,  a s  we l l
a s  the  i nvo lvement  o f  o rgan i zed
c r ime  as  we l l  a s  the
re in fo rcement  o f  soc i a l
i nequa l i t i e s .  Kau f f e r  t r aces  the
pa th  o f  the  r e l a t i onsh ips
be tween  cu l tu re  and  na tu re  t o
r e f l e c t  on  the  comp lex  g r i d  tha t
sus ta ins  them .
In  the  d i a l ogue  r ega rd ing
connec t i ons  be tween  human  and
non-human  be ings ,  Andrea
B ianche t to  and  Dan i e l  Are l l ano
Chávez  map  the  r e s i s t ance  tha t
the  c i v i l i an  popu la t i on  i n
Oaxaca  has  pu t  i n  p l ace  aga ins t
p ro j ec t s  tha t  p lunde r  na tu ra l
r e sou rces ,  t e r r i t o r i e s  and  ways
o f  l i f e .  I n  th i s  con tex t ,  t he
cons t ruc t i on  o f  the  In t e rocean i c
Cor r i do r  o f  the  I s thmus  o f
Tehuantepec  has  l ed  t o  the
recon f igu ra t i on  o f  the  t e r r i t o ry
and  the  popu la t i on ’ s  m ind
around  the  l og i c  o f  e conomic
demand .  B i anche t to  and
Are l l ano  ana lyze  how ,  by
expres s ing  t o  the  gove rnments
in  power  the  need  f o r  p rog rams
to  con t ro l  the  t e r r i t o ry ,
Canad ian  m in ing  compan i e s
have  p l ayed  an  ac t i ve  r o l e  i n
ac t s  o f  s t a t e  r ep re s s i on  aga ins t
the  popu la t i on .
I n ju s t i c e s ,  s t a t e  neg l ec t ,  and
the  f r agmenta t i on  and
demob i l i za t i on  o f  env i r onmenta l  

s ecu r i t y  th rea tened  due  t o  the
d rought  caused  by  th i s  f o rm o f
ag r i cu l tu re .
I n  a  d i f f e r en t  con tex t ,  t ha t  o f
a r t i sana l  f i sh ing  i n  coas ta l -
mar i t ime  a reas ,  t he  work  o f
Roge l i o  Jo sué  Ramos  Tor r e s
r evea l s  s im i l a r  p roces ses  o f
des t ruc t i on ,  wh i ch  f o r ce  coas ta l
f i she rmen  to  f ace  the  need  t o
r ede f ine  the i r  r e l a t i onsh ip  w i th
the  s ea ,  s eek ing  ways  t o  adap t  t o
new  r ea l i t i e s  w i thou t  l o s ing  the i r
eco l og i ca l  l i nk  and  the i r
h i s t o r i ca l  i den t i t y ,  wh i l e  endur ing
the  c r im ina l  v i o l ence  tha t  r avages
the  Pac i f i c  coas t s  i n  Ch iapas  and
Oaxaca .
Rega rd ing  the  ac t i ons  i nhe ren t  t o
ex t rac t i v i s t  cap i t a l i sm ,  Ed i th
Kau f f e r   v i s i b l i l i z e s  the  v i o l ence
su r round ing  the  sand  ex t rac t i on
proces s  i n  the  Usumac in ta  R ive r
bas in .  Th i s  s i t ua t i on  has
inc reased  exponen t i a l l y  i n  the
cu r r en t  s i x -yea r  p re s iden t i a l  t e rm
in  Mex i co  w i th  the  cons t ruc t i on  o f
the  Mayan  Tra in .  Works  o f  th i s
magn i tude  r equ i r e  a  soc i a l  and
economic  r ead jus tment .  I n  the  

" T h e  c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  h u m a n
r i g h t s  d e f e n d e r s  a n d  a c t i v i s t
j o u r n a l i s m  h a s  b e c o m e  a  c o m m o n
s t r a t e g y  o f  t h e  p o w e r s  t h a t  b e  t o
s i l e n c e  v o i c e s  o f  d e n u n c i a t i o n . "
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age i s t  and  an th ropocen t r i c
d i s c r im ina t i on .  On  the  o the r
hand ,  t h rough  the  p redominan t
pa t r i a r cha l  gende r  o rde r ,  wh i ch
no t  on ly  subo rd ina te s  women  by
expos ing  them to  ce r ta in  f o rms
o f  phys i ca l  and  symbo l i c
v i o l ence  —by  exc lud ing  them
f rom spaces  o f  power  and
dec i s i on -mak ing  t o  the  mos t
ho r r endous  ac t s  o f  v i o l ence
such  as  r ape  and  f em ic ide— bu t
a l so  s t ruc tu ra l l y  cond i t i ons
them to  con t inue  a s suming  ca re
g iv ing ,  i nc lud ing  ca re  f o r  the
env i ronment  and  na tu re ,  a s  we l l
a s  unpa id  and  f r equen t l y
inv i s i b l e  r ep roduc t i ve  work .
Rac ia l i za t i on ,  t he  p romot i on  o f
e thn i c  t r i ba l i sm ,  the
cance l l a t i on  o f  the  fu tu re ,  and
the  ex t e rm ina t i on  o f  spec i e s
based  on  the i r  commerc i a l
u t i l i t y  a r e  i n t e r connec ted ,
p roduc ing  mu l t i p l e  expe r i ences  

s t rugg l e s  a r e  a l so  ev iden t  i n  u rban
pe r iphe r i e s ,  a s  shown  by  the
re sea rch  o f  Edgar  De lgado
Hernández  and  Osca r  Adán
Cas t i l l o  Oropeza  on  the
env i ronmenta l  and  hea l th  r i sks  t o
the  popu la t i on  due  t o  exposu re  t o
rad ioac t i ve  was te  i n  Temasca lapa ,
S ta t e  o f  Mex i co .  The  au tho r s  t r ace
the  i n s t i t u t i ona l  neg l ec t  and
i r r egu la r i t i e s  su r round ing  the
cons t ruc t i on  and  ope ra t i on  o f  a
rad ioac t i ve  was te  s t o rage  cen te r
in  tha t  mun i c ipa l i t y ,  bo th  i n
env i ronmenta l  t e rms  due  t o  the
r i sk  o f  con tamina t i on  o f  aqu i f e r s
and  i n  r e l a t i on  t o  the  m i s l ead ing
in fo rmat i on  g i ven  t o  the
popu la t i on  r ega rd ing  j ob  c r ea t i on
and  o the r  bene f i t s  f o r  the
commun i t i e s .
Con f l i c t s  and  c l a ims  f o r
env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e  cha l l enge
the  S ta te  i n  the  f i r s t  i n s tance ,  bu t
a l so  i n t e rna t i ona l  o rgan i za t i ons
and  co rpo ra t i ons .  The  r each  o f
these  s t rugg l e s  i s  ex t r eme ly
uneven  i n  t e rms  o f  r e sou rces  and
sca l e s .  We  canno t  f a i l  t o  pay
a t t en t i on  t o  i n t e r connec ted
marke r s  tha t  l a rge ly  de te rm ine
who  w i l l  be  the  ma in  v i c t ims  o f
sys t emic  v i o l ence :  c l a s s ,  r ace ,
e thn i c i t y ,  gende r ,  age  and  spec i e s .
On  one  hand ,  t h rough  the  va r i ous
symbo l i c ,  s t ruc tu ra l  and  mate r i a l
exp res s i ons  o f  r ac i a l ,  e thn i c ,  

" E n v i r o n m e n t a l  j u s t i c e  m u s t  p o i n t
o u t  a n d  p r e s e n t  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l
a r t i c u l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  h u m a n  a n d
n o n - h u m a n  b e i n g s ;  a n d ,  i n  t h a t
s e n s e ,  i t  m u s t  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  a s
e m i n e n t l y  s o c i a l  a n d  m u s t  h e l p
b u i l d  a  p o s t - h u m a n  s o c i e t y . "
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presence  o f  pa rami l i t a ry  g roups
have  accen tua ted  gende r
d i spa r i t i e s  and  soc i a l
i nequa l i t i e s .  Lugo -V ivas  s ta t e s ,
t h rough  i n t e rv i ews  w i th  women
and  d i sp l aced  peop l e  f r om coa l
m in ing  mun ic ipa l i t i e s ,  t he
unexp lo red  r e l a t i onsh ips
be tween  env i ronmenta l  impac t s
and  the  de te r i o ra t i on  o f  the
phys i ca l  and  emot i ona l  hea l th
o f  the  a r ea ' s  i nhab i tan t s .
The  h i s t o r i ca l  d imens i on  i s  a l so
es sen t i a l  i n  unde r s tand ing  the
comp lex i t y  o f  sy s t emic  v i o l ence .
I n  th i s  r ega rd ,  Raque l  Ney ra
takes  a s  an  examp le  the
ex t rac t i on  o f  ene rgy  i n  Pe ru  and
i t s  r e l a t i onsh ip  w i th  the
cons t ruc t i on  o f  mode rn i ty  w i th
wh ich  the  Creo l e s ,  once
ach i ev ing  i ndependence  f r om
the  Span i sh  v i ce rega l  c en te r ,
ob ta ined  con t ro l  o f  the  s ta t e
and  m i l i t a ry  au tho r i t y .  I n  th i s
manner ,  any th ing  i nd igenous
was  t r ans fo rmed  i n to  a
sub j ec t i v i t y  tha t  e s tab l i shes  a
sac red  r e l a t i onsh ip  w i th  na tu re ,
t he  oppos i t e  o f  the  Eu rocen t r i c
ve r s i on  i n  wh i ch  the  l and
cons i s t s  o f  a  s e t  o f  r e sou rces
wa i t i ng  t o  be  exp lo i t ed .  Th i s
co l on ia l  dynamic  has  been
pe rpe tua ted  thanks  t o  the
fac i l i t a t i ng  and  r ep re s s i ve  r o l e
tha t  has  p reva i l ed  s i nce  the
gove rnments  o f  the  r epub l i can  

" G o r e  c a p i t a l i s m ,  r a c i a l
c a p i t a l i s m ,  n e c r o p o l i t i c s  o r
n e c r o m a c h i n e  a r e  c o n c e p t s  u s e d
t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  e c o c i d e  a n d
g e n o c i d e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  2 1 s t
c e n t u r y  c a p i t a l i s m . "

and  pos i t i ons  o f  subo rd ina t i on
tha t  need  t o  be  un rave l ed .
V io l e ta  Gu t i é r r ez  Zamora
exp lo re s  the  no t i on  o f  th i s  t ype
o f  ca re  work  by  approach ing  the
f i e l d  o f  e co l og i ca l  ca re  f r om a
s tandpo in t  o f  i nequa l i t i e s  based
on  rac i a l ,  g ende r ,  and  c l a s s
h i e ra rch i e s .  Th i s  r e f l e c t i on
advoca te s  th ink ing  abou t
env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e  beyond  the
p ro tec t i on  o f  so - ca l l ed  “na tu ra l
r e sou rces ” .  Us ing  qua l i t a t i ve
methodo log i e s ,  Gu t i é r r ez
p roposes  t o  d i ve  deepe r  i n to  the
p rob l em in  a  way  tha t  g i ves
impor tance  t o  the  i s sues  o f
r ep re sen ta t i on ,  r epa ra t i on  and
recogn i t i on  tha t  t ake  p l ace  i n
ru ra l  and  f o r e s t  commun i t i e s  i n
Oaxaca  and  i n  a  r eg i on  o f  the
As ian  coun t ry  o f  Laos .
F rom a  f em in i s t  po l i t i ca l  e co l ogy
pe r spec t i ve ,  D i ego  Lugo -V ivas
has  ca r r i ed  ou t  f i e l dwork  i n  the
Cesa r  coa l  m in ing  a rea  i n
Co lomb ia  t o  show  how
env i ronmenta l  v i o l ence  and  the  
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" N a m i n g  t h i s  v i o l e n c e  i s  n o t  o n l y  a n
e x e r c i s e  a g a i n s t  f e a r ,  b u t  i t  a l s o
h e l p s  p r e v e n t  i t  f r o m  b e c o m i n g
n o r m a l . "

pe r i od  un t i l  t he  p re sen t  i n  the i r
r e l a t i onsh ip  w i th  the  peop l e .
How can  we  d i smant l e  o r
e l im ina te  these  i n t e r connec ted
marke r s ,  s o  deep ly  r oo ted  i n  the
co l l e c t i ve  p syche ,  t ha t  have
norma l i z ed  v i o l ence  and  a re  now
expe r i enc ing  an  a l a rm ing
resu rgence?  Dev r im  E ren  r e f l e c t s
on  these  ques t i ons  by  tu rn ing
he r  a t t en t i on  t o  the  l og i c  o f  the
cas t e  sys t em in  Ind ia ,
spec i f i ca l l y  t o  the  cu l tu ra l
cons t ruc t i on  a round  Da l i t s .  Fo r
cen tu r i e s ,  t hey  have  been
s t i gmat i zed  th rough  the  den ia l
o f  acces s  t o  l and ,  wa te r  and
food .  I n  th i s  case ,  t he  vec to r s  o f
cas t e ,  gende r  and  env i ronmenta l
v i o l ence  a re  dec i s i ve  i n
document ing  the  pe renn ia l
dehuman i za t i on  tha t  Da l i t s  have
su f f e r ed .
We  have  more  ques t i ons  than
answers .  Howeve r ,  we  cons ide r
tha t  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i s  a
fundamenta l  component  o f  the
con tempora ry  p r inc ip l e  o f
j u s t i c e .  I t s  den ia l  —th rough
s i l enc ing ,  h i e ra rch i za t i on ,
m i s r ep re sen ta t i on  and  exc lu s i on
— invo lves ,  a s  f em in i s t  c r i t i c i sm
has  been  t each ing  us  f o r  yea r s ,
f o rms  o f  symbo l i c  and  mate r i a l
v i o l ence  tha t  h inde r  a l l
p rog res s i ve  p rax i s .
De f end ing  t e r r i t o ry  i s  a  f o rm o f
commun i ty  pa r t i c i pa t i on  tha t
has  been  exp res sed  i n  a  r eg i on  

con t inua l l y  th rea tened  by
pr i va te  and  po l i t i ca l  i n t e r e s t s .
Marce l a  Ta lamantes  and  Mar í a
A le j andra  Ga l l ego  ana lyze  the
expres s i ons  o f  r e s i s t ance  o f  the
ind igenous  peop l e  o f  M i l pa  A l ta ,
a  commun i ty  l oca ted  on  the
ou t sk i r t s  o f  Mex i co  C i ty  tha t  i s
a f f ec t ed  by  u rban  expans i on .
One  o f  the  cen t ra l  po in t s  o f  th i s
r e f l e c t i on  l i e s  i n  the
iden t i f i ca t i on  o f  t e r r i t o ry  a s  a
space  o f  communa l i t y :  i t  i s  f r om
the re  tha t  f ood  i s  ob ta ined ,
whe re  ce l eb ra t i ons  and
coex i s t ence  t ake  p l ace .
Env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e  i n  th i s
con tex t  a l so  cons t i t u t e s  a
de fense  o f  f o rms  o f  soc i ab i l i t y
tha t  do  no t  ope ra te  i n  ha rmony
wi th  the  mode rn i z ing  p ro j ec t s
o f  ex t rac t i ve  cap i t a l i sm ;  a s
exemp l i f i ed  by  the  work  o f  I ve t
Reyes  Matu rano ,  J azmín
Sánchez  Arceo ,  Ar i ana
Esca lan te  Kantún  and  Rodr igo
T .  Pa t iño  D íaz  i n  r e l a t i on  t o
t e r r i t o r i a l  t r ans fo rmat i ons  tha t
cause  the  conve rgence  o f
va r i ous  l a rge - sca l e  pub l i c
i n f ra s t ruc tu re  p ro j ec t s .  S ta r t i ng
f rom the  deve l opmenta l  
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scena r i o  i n  the  Yuca tan
Pen insu la ,  t he  au tho r s  b roaden
the  f r amework  o f  env i ronmenta l
j u s t i c e ,  based  on  the  no t i on  o f
ep i s t emic  i n ju s t i c e ,  t o  i den t i f y
imba lances  i n  the  r ecogn i t i on  o f
f o rms  o f  know ledge  and
par t i c i pa t i on  among  the  d i ve r se
pa r t i c i pan t s  tha t  a r e  i n t e rwoven
in  th i s  con tex t .   
Env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e  i s  a l so  a
s t ra t egy  o f  s t rugg l e  and  change
tha t  shakes  up  no rmat i ve
f rameworks ,  ques t i ons  o r  demands
r igh t s ,  and  opens  up  a  f i e l d  i n
wh ich  d i ve r se  on to l og i e s  and
ep i s t emo log i e s  a r e  cons t ruc ted
and  deba ted .  I n  such  cons t ruc t i on
and  i n  the  e l abo ra t i on  o f  c r i t i ca l
a rguments  f o r  pub l i c  deba te  and
po l i t i c s ,  commi t t ed  academic
p rax i s  i s  impor tan t .
I n  r ecen t  yea r s ,  a cademia  has  met
w i th  commun i ty  o rgan i za t i ons  so
as  t o  bu i l d  t oge the r  a  t ype  o f
common  know ledge  tha t
con t r i bu te s  t o  the  s ea rch  f o r
env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e .  N i co l á s
Vargas -Ramí rez  and  Ja ime
Paneque  -Gá lvez  t ake  up  the  case
o f  the  Ja rd ines  

de  l a  M in t s ï t a  Eco l og i ca l
Commun i ty  i n  More l i a ,  whose
sp r ings  have  been  con tamina ted
by  i ndus t r i a l  ac t i v i t y  p romoted
by  the  gove rnment  o f  M ichoacán
s ince  the  1970s .  Fo r  more  than
ha l f  a  cen tu ry ,  t he  t own  o f
M in t s ï t a ,  t h rough  a  f o rm o f
ho r i zon ta l  o rgan i za t i on  and
dec i s i on -mak ing  a s semb l i e s ,  has
managed  to  r e s i s t  gove rnment
ac t i on  i n  a  con tex t  a l so  marked
by  the  emergence  o f  o rgan i zed
c r ime .  Vargas -Ramí rez  and
Paneque -Gá lvez  a rgue  tha t  the
co -p roduc t i on  o f  know ledge ,  i . e .
a cademic  work  i n  co l l abo ra t i on
w i th  commun i t i e s ,  has  made  i t
pos s ib l e  t o  v i s i b i l i z e  the
re s i s tance  tha t  these  t ypes  o f
o rgan i za t i ons  have  ca r r i ed  ou t .
Fo r  the i r  pa r t ,  Eve r  Sánchez
Oso r i o ,  Manue l  Ga rza  Zepeda  and
Fe rnando  Sa lmerón  Cas t ro ,
t h rough  a  r e sea rch - inc idence
methodo logy  ,  d eve l op  l ea rn ing
commun i t i e s  and  accompany  the
Nn ' anncue  Ñomndaa  (Amuzgos )
f rom Guer r e ro ,  Mex i co ,  i n  the i r
t e r r i t o r i a l  and  env i ronmenta l
j u s t i c e  s t rugg l e s .  The  au tho r s
h igh l i gh t  the  wor ldv i ew  o f  these
ind igenous  commun i t i e s ,  wh i ch
opposes  the  commerc i a l  and
ex t rac t i ve  u se  o f  na tu ra l
r e sou rces .  They  unde r l i ne  the
pa r t i cu l a r i t y  o f  the i r  s t rugg l e s
h igh l i gh t ing  the i r  way  o f  r e l a t i ng
to  the  wor ld  and  the i r
unde r s tand ing  o f  themse lves  i n  i t ,

" E n v i r o n m e n t a l  a c t i v i s m  a i m e d  a t
d e f e n d i n g  t h e  c o m m o n s  a n d
t e r r i t o r i e s  h a s  b e c o m e  o n e  o f  t h e
r i s k i e s t  p o l i t i c a l  e x e r c i s e s  i n  L a t i n
A m e r i c a  t o d a y . "
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" T o d a y ,  o n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d
f o r e s t r y  f r o n t i e r s ,  g o v e r n m e n t s
a l l o w  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s  t o  b e
m u r d e r e d ,  t o r t u r e d  a n d
d i s a p p e a r e d  w i t h  i m p u n i t y . "

the  way  they  l i v e ,  and  the i r  r i gh t
to  ex i s t  a s  a  peop l e .
The  l ega l  r ou te  i s  ano the r  i s sue  i n
r e l a t i on  t o  the  ax i s  o f  commun i ty
pa r t i c i pa t i on .  Ana  Caro l i na  Gómez
Ro jas  ana lyzes  a  s e r i e s  o f  cases  i n
wh ich  l ega l  f r ameworks  cons t i t u t e
a  space  o f  d i spu te  i n  the  s ea rch
fo r  env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e .  I n
Co lomb ia ,  f o r  examp le ,  t he
Env i ronmenta l  Commi t t ee  i n
De fense  o f  L i f e  p r even ted  the
en t ry  o f  the  m in ing  i ndus t ry  i n to
the i r  t e r r i t o ry  thanks  t o  the  use
o f  a  popu la r  consu l t a t i on .  Gómez
h igh l i gh t s  the  need  f o r
commun i t i e s  t o  approp r i a t e  the
l ega l  t oo l s  tha t  have  l ong  been  a
monopo ly  o f  the  S ta te .  Th i s
approp r i a t i on  con t r i bu te s  t o  the
s t r eng then ing  o f  s t ruc tu re s  tha t
he lp  a  more  equ i t ab l e  d i s t r i bu t i on
o f  na tu ra l  goods .  Rache l  S i ede r
and  Ana  B raconn i e r  a l so  ana lyze
the  t r ans fo rmat i ve  s cope  o f  soc i o -
l ega l  s t r a t eg i e s  i n  f avo r  o f  the
l and  r i gh t s  o f  marg ina l i z ed  g roups
in  d i f f e r en t  ag ra r i an  r eg imes .
I nves t i ga t ing  s eve ra l  cases  i n
Gua tema la ,  t he  au tho r s  advoca te
fo r  a  cons ide ra t i on  o f  the  “ d i f f u se
e f f ec t s ”  o f  i nd igenous  l ega l
mob i l i za t i on ,  wh i ch  go  beyond  the
admin i s t ra t i ve  d imens i on  o f  l ega l
ad jud i ca t i on  o f  co l l e c t i ve  r i gh t s
to  i nd igenous  peop l e s .
Cons ide r ing  tha t  those  exchanges ,
coa l i t i ons ,  and  communa l i t y  i n  i t s
many  exp res s i ons  i s  the  mos t  
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va luab l e  r e sou rce  we  have ,  we
seek  tha t  th i s  r e f l e c t i on
con t r i bu te s  t o  a  non -v i o l en t  and
suppor t i ve  co l l e c t i ve  p rac t i c e  i n
the  d i f f e r en t  con tex t s  whe re  we
l i ve  and  work .
Desp i t e  these  cha l l enges ,  we
ce l eb ra te  the  i nc lu s i on  o f  the
l i v ing  p l ane t  i n  the  mora l
sphe re  a s  a  s i gn i f i can t  advance
in  the  expans i on  and
recogn i t i on  o f  soc i a l  r i gh t s .
Env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e  i s  a
use fu l  f r amework  f o r  th ink ing
abou t  and  con f ron t ing
ex t rac t i v i sm ,  the  deg rada t i on  o f
b i ocu l tu ra l  env i r onments ,  and
the  p ro l i f e ra t i on  o f
env i ronmenta l  r i sks  tha t  r e su l t
f r om the  p reva i l i ng  deve l opment
pa t t e rn  th roughout  La t in
Amer i ca  I t  i s  a  f r amework  tha t  

" T h e  u s e f u l n e s s  o f  a  l e g a l
f r a m e w o r k  f a d e s  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f
v i o l e n c e  f r o m  a  f r a g m e n t a t i o n
g r e n a d e  t h a t  e r u p t s  w i t h  a n t i -
r i g h t s  i d e o l o g i e s . "



a l so  a l l owsus  t o  connec t  w i th  the
va r i ous  o rgan i za t i ons  tha t  have
l ong  been  work ing  f o r  the
recogn i t i on  o f  the i r  r i gh t s  and  f o r
the  s top  o f  v i o l ence .
We  pos i t i on  ou r se l ves  a s  peop l e
in  the  academy  conce rned
abou tv i o l ence ;  we  a re  i n  a  p roces s
o f  d i a l ogue ,  l ea rn ing  — i t  shou ld
be  no ted  tha t  none  o f  u s  cons ide r
ou r se l ves  expe r t s  on  the  mat t e r— .
We  a re  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  suppor t i ng ,
f r om ou r  spaces  and  ac t i v i t i e s ,
t hose  who  face  these  i n ju s t i c e s  on
a  da i l y  bas i s .  One  o f  ou r  pu rposes
i s  t o  s eek  the  cons t ruc t i on  o f
mean ing fu l  and  r e spec t fu l
channe l s  tha t  do  no t  r ep roduce
the  l og i c  o f  v i o l ence  i n  wh i ch  the
academy  i t s e l f  s omet imes  f a l l s ,
based  on  the  use  o f  emanc ipa to ry
d i s cou r ses  t o  p l ace  i t s e l f  i n  a
pos i t i on  o f  mora l  supe r i o r i t y .
U l t imate l y ,  t he  c i r cu l a t i on  o f  ou r
r e sea rch ,  w i th  i t s  condemnat i ons
and  accusa t i ons ,  i s  p l aced  a t  the
se rv i ce  o f  ou r  co l l e c t i ve  i nqu i ry .
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" W e  p o s i t i o n  o u r s e l v e s  a s  p e o p l e
i n  a n  a c a d e m y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h
v i o l e n c e ;  w e  a r e  i n  a  p r o c e s s  o f
d i a l o g u e ,  l e a r n i n g ,  a n d  l i s t e n i n g .
W e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s u p p o r t i n g ,
f r o m  w h e r e  w e  s t a n d  a n d  w h a t  w e
d o ,  t h o s e  w h o  f a c e  t h e s e
i n j u s t i c e s  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s . "

" W e  a r e  w i t n e s s i n g  t h e  r i s e  o f
s o u r c e s  o f  v i o l e n c e  t h a t  c h a l l e n g e
t h e  p o l i t i c a l - d e m o c r a t i c  o r d e r ,
e s t a b l i s h i n g  s e c r e t  a g r e e m e n t s
w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  p a r t i e s
a n d  l e a d e r s . "
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A R M E D  P A R T I C I P A N T S ,  S U B J E C T I V I T I E S

A N D  V I O L E N C E  I N  F O R E S T  C O N F L I C T S  I N

G U E R R E R O ,  M E X I C O

I n  the  S i e r ra  de  Gue r r e ro ,  Mex i co ,  v i o l ence  l i nked  t o  f o r e s t

con f l i c t s  has  i n t ens i f i ed  w i th  the  ac t i ve  pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f

o rgan i zed  c r ime .  These  t r ans fo rmat i ons  can  be  ana lyzed

th rough  an  approach  a r t i cu l a t ed  by  po l i t i ca l  e co l ogy  and

con tempora ry  soc i o l ogy  f o r  the  s tudy  o f  v i o l ence ,  s i nce  they

a l l ow  us  t o  i nves t i ga te  the  t r ans fo rmat i ons  tha t  have

occu r r ed  i n  co l l e c t i ve  ac t i on  and  po l i t i ca l  sub j ec t i v i t i e s .  One

o f  the  pa rad igmat i c  cases  was  tha t  o f  the  E j i do  Gua j e s  de

Aya la ,  mun i c ipa l i t y  o f  Coyuca  de  Ca ta l án ,  wh i ch  i n  2020

dec la red  the  r eac t i va t i on  o f  f o r e s t  con f l i c t s  i n  a  tu rbu l en t

scena r i o  whe re  va r i ous  a rmed  pa r t i c i pan t s  coex i s t .

Eve lyn  Mej ía  Carrasco

COMMUN ITY
ORGAN IZAT ION

Th i s  r e f l e c t i on  h igh l i gh t s
concep t s  such  a s  t echnopo l i t i c s  o r
cybe rac t i v i sm  t o  r e f e r  t o  the
approp r i a t i on  and  use  o f  sha red
con ten t  s e rv i ce s  (pa r t i cu l a r l y  on
Facebook)  by  those  i nvo lved  i n
con f l i c t s  ove r  l and  and  na tu re .
Th rough  th i s ,  i t  i s  expec ted  t o
con t r i bu te  t o  the  unde r s tand ing
o f  the  r e l a t i onsh ips  be tween
armed  pa r t i c i pan t s ,  v i o l ence  and
in fo rmat i on  and  commun ica t i on
techno log i e s  ( ICT)  i n  ru ra l
t e r r i t o r i e s  i n  Mex i co ,  s i nce  these  

a r e  e s tab l i shed  a s  spaces  tha t
c l a r i f y  bo th  the  i n t e r e s t s  i n
con f l i c t  and  the  mean ings
deve l oped  a round  v i o l ence ,
s ecu r i t y  and  na tu re .
The  E j i do  Gua j e s  de  Aya la ,
mun i c ipa l i t y  o f  Coyuca  de
Cata l án ,  l o ca ted  i n  the  S i e r ra  de
Guer r e ro  r eg i on ,  i s  cha rac te r i z ed
fo r  be ing  an  eminen t l y  ru ra l
t e r r i t o ry  i nhab i t ed  by  a  pa t t e rn
o f  d i spe r s i on  i n  sma l l  t owns ,
l o ca l i t i e s  and  ranches  w i th  h igh
ra te s  o f  pove r ty  and  

A c a p u l c o  L a w  S c h o o l ,  U n i v e r s i d a d  A u t ó n o m a  d e  G u e r r e r o
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Our  cha l l enge  i s  t o  gene ra te  
ca tego r i e s  t o  unde r s tand  the
approp r i a t i on  o f  ICTs  by  the
sub j ec t s  o f  v i o l ence  immersed
in  con f l i c t s  ove r  l and  and
na tu re .

l ogg ing  and  wood  commerce .  I n
th i s  common  l and  the re  i s  a  s e l f -
de f ense  g roup  tha t  u ses  Facebook
to  expose  i t s  con f l i c t  na r ra t i ve s ,
i n s t i t u t i ona l  ques t i ons ,  po l i t i ca l
and  c r im ina l  pa r t i c i pan t s ,  a s  we l l
a s  ca l l s  f o r  co l l e c t i ve  ac t i on  i n
o rde r  t o  s t op  the  l oo t i ng  and
v i s i b i l i z e  the  “ t r a i l  o f  dea th ”  l e f t
among  the  l oca l  popu la t i on  by  the
v io l ence  ca r r i ed  ou t  by  va r i ous
pa r t i c i pan t s .  Recove r ing
f ragments  o f  the  v ideos  pub l i shed
in  th i s  p ro f i l e ,  c l a ims  and
gr i evances  tha t  a r e  pos t ed  i n  the
pub l i c  space  a re  exposed .
F rom th i s ,  a  c r i t i ca l  r ev i ew  o f  the
concep t s  o f  t echnopo l i t i c s  and
cybe r  ac t i v i sm  a s  the  ma in  t oo l s
used  t o  r e f e r  t o  the  l i nk  be tween
co l l e c t i ve  ac t i on ,  app rop r i a t i on  o f
ICTs  and  po l i t i c s  i s  e s sen t i a l .
Bo th  appea l  t o  ho r i zon ta l
r e l a t i onsh ips ,  t he  democra t i za t i on
o f  v i r tua l  space ,  po l i t i ca l
p roces ses  d r i ven  by  marg ina l
g roups  o r  be l l i ge r en t  vo i ce s ,
co l l e c t i ve  ac t i on  f o r  the
t rans fo rmat i on  o f  r ea l i t y  and
demands  o r i en ted  t o  the  S ta te
and  i n s t i t u t i ons  tha t  hope  t o
gene ra te  so l i da r i t y  among  soc i e ty .
Bo th  concep t s  f i nd  a  l im i t  t o
addres s ing  the  sub j ec t s  o f
v i o l ence  and  the i r  sub j ec t i v i t i e s ,
s i nce  they  r ep roduce  the  b ina ry
d i s cou r se  be tween  good  and  bad
c iv i l  s oc i e ty  (A l exande r  2010) .  
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M I L P A  A L T A :  E X P R E S S I O N S  O F

T E R R I T O R I A L  D E F E N S E  A N D  P E R I -

U R B A N I T Y  I N  M E X I C O  C I T Y  

Marce la  Ta lamantes  Cas i l l as  

The  t e r r i t o r i a l  de f ense  demons t ra t i ons  l ed  by  peop l e  f r om the

commun i ty  o f  M i l pa  A l ta ,  an  i nd igenous  t own  in se r t ed  i n

Mex i co  C i ty ,  r e f l e c t  the  d i spu te  ove r  the  soc i a l  cons t ruc t i on  o f

space  i n  a  con tex t  o f  cons tan t  th rea t  t o  l oca l  ways  o f  l i f e  and

to  the  na tu ra l  e cosys t ems  e s sen t i a l  f o r  sus ta in ing  l i f e .  

Loca ted  i n  a  space  whose  bo rde r s
b lu r  be tween  ru ra l  and  u rban ,
M i l pa  A l ta  i s  home  to  p roces ses
o f  r e s i s t ance ;  f r om i t s  pe r i -u rban
background ,  w i th in  wh i ch
d i f f e r en t  t ypes  o f  soc i a l
movements  a r e  conso l i da ted  tha t
con f ron t  no t  on ly  t e r r i t o r i a l
d i sposses s i on  and  ecosys t emic
des t ruc t i on ,  bu t  a l so  symbo l i c
and  i den t i t y -based  d i sposses s i on ,
i n  a  dynamic  o f  s e l f -managed
c i t i z en  pa r t i c i pa t i on  f o r
env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e  and  the
r i gh t  t o  l i f e .
Va r i ous  po l i t i ca l  man i f e s ta t i ons
show the  change  i n  soc i a l
o rgan i za t i on  i n  r e sponse  t o
mu l t i p l e  and  comp lex  th rea t s ,
such  a s  the  expans i on  o f  u rban

sp raw l  ove r  th i s  commun i ty  and
i t s  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  t he  des t ruc t i on  o f
s t ra t eg i c  ecosys t ems  f o r  the
commun i ty ' s  sus t enance ,  and  the
cha l l enges  and  v i o l ence  i t  f aces .
Peop l e  r ecogn i ze  the  r i sks  tha t
d i sposses s i on ,  megapro j ec t s ,  and
in f ra s t ruc tu re  p roces ses  b r ing  t o
a reas  whe re  the  coun t rys ide
con t r i bu te s  t o  the  sus t enance  o f
the i r  ex i s t ence  and  tha t  o f  the
c i t i e s .
Te r r i t o r i e s  a r e  the  space  where
soc i a l ,  po l i t i ca l ,  cu l tu ra l  and
produc t i ve  r e l a t i ons  t ake  p l ace ,
whe re  da i l y  l i f e  i s  based  on
iden t i t y  mean ings ,  sub j ec t i v i t i e s
and  sp i r i t ua l  f r ameworks .  
I t  i s  the  p l ace  whe re  f ood  i s
ob ta ined ,  whe re  pa r t i e s  and

I b e r o a m e r i c a n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  M e x i c o  C i t y

Mar ía  A lejandra  Ga l l ego  Sepú lveda  

I b e r o a m e r i c a n  U n i v e r s i t y
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and  r e s i s t ance  movements  have
emerged  i n  de f ense  o f  the i r
r e sou rces ,  e spec i a l l y  wa te r
(So lano  e t  a l .  2021 ) .  These
d i spu te s  have  i n t ens i f i ed  i n  the
face  o f  a  S ta te  tha t  manages
acces s  t o  and  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f
ecosys t ems  to  accommodate  the
in t e r e s t s  o f  e conomic  expans i on .
Th i s  imposed  management
v i o l a t e s ,  on  the  one  hand ,  t he
cons t i t u t i ona l  r i gh t s  tha t
sa f eguard  i nd igenous  peop l e s
and ,  on  the  o the r ,  s t r a in s
h i s to r i ca l  r e l a t i ons  be tween  the
Sta te  and  c i t i z ens .  Unde r  the
au tho r i t a r i an i sm o f  a  s i ng l e
poss ib l e  S ta t e ,  t e r r i t o r i e s  a r e
subo rd ina ted  and  the  au tonomy
of  those  who  i nhab i t  d i spu ted
te r r i t o r i e s  i s  sub juga ted .

ne ighborhood  ga the r ings  t ake
p lace .  The  no t i ons  o f  l i f e  o f
va r i ous  i nd igenous  peop l e s
r ecogn i ze  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f
ex i s t ence  th rough  the  co rn f i e l d ,
cu l t i va t i on ,  f ood ,  p raye r s ,  r i t ua l s
and  f e s t i va l s  o r  t r ad i t i ons ,  wh i ch
rep resen t  the  r oo t s  o f  wor ldv i ews
tha t  s eek  t o  subs i s t  be tween
memory  and  the  p re sen t .
The  t e r r i t o r i a l  de f ense  l ed  by
some  pa r t i c i pan t s  i s  no t  on ly  a
mat te r  o f  d i spu te s  ove r  space ,
bu t  a l so  o f  env i r onmenta l  j u s t i c e
tha t  upho lds  the  de f ense  o f
r e l a t i onsh ips  w i th  l i f e .  
These  exp res s i ons  o f  s t rugg l e ,
denunc ia t i on  o r  r e s i s t ance  a re  a
counte ro f f ens i ve  t o  the
deve l opment ,  mode rn i za t i on  and
exponen t i a l  g rowth  p ro j ec t s  o f
ove rwhe lm ing  cap i t a l i sm  tha t
th rea ten  the  pe r s i s t ence  o f  l i f e
ne tworks  i n  th i s  a r ea  o f  the
Va l l ey  o f  Mex i co .
When  we  ta lk  abou t  t e r r i t o r i e s
beyond  a  geograph i ca l
d i s t i nc t i on ,  we  r e f e r  t o  a  s e t  o f
mean ings  tha t  i s  bu i l t  f r om the
in t e rdependence  be tween  spec i e s
and  ecosys t ems ,  p l aces  whe re
d i f f e r en t  soc i a l  g roups  p roduce
space  and  con f i gu re  soc i o - spa t i a l
p rax i s .  Te r r i t o r i e s  a r e  no t  de f i ned
so l e l y  by  the i r  mate r i a l
cha rac te r i s t i c s ,  bu t  by  the
in t e r connec t i on  o f  soc i a l
r e l a t i ons  w i th  o the r  non -human
l i f e  f o rms .
I t  i s  no  co inc idence  tha t  i n
r ecen t  decades ,  con f l i c t s  have
and  r e s i s t ance  movements  have
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C O M M U N I T Y  R E S I S T A N C E  A N D  C O -

P R O D U C T I O N  O F  K N O W L E D G E  I N  V I O L E N T

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  C O N F L I C T S

N ico lás  Vargas-Ram írez  

The  co -p roduc t i on  o f  know ledge  be tween  academia  and

o the r  soc i a l  pa r t i c i pan t s  can  be  an  e f f ec t i ve  s t ra t egy  i n

bu i l d ing  a l l i ances  w i th  commun i t i e s  f ac ing  v i o l en t

env i ronmenta l  con f l i c t s .  Such  i s  the  case  o f  the  Eco l og i ca l

Commun i ty  Ja rd ines  de  l a  M in t s ï t a  (CEJM) ,  wh i ch  ove r  the

pas t  f i f t e en  yea r s  emerged  and  conso l i da ted  i t s e l f  a s  the

ma in  pa r t i c i pan t  i n  r e s i s t ance  aga ins t  u rban  and  i ndus t r i a l

expans i on  i n  the  sou thwes t  o f  More l i a ,  M i choacán ,  Mex i co ,

s e r i ous l y  a f f ec t i ng  the  sp r ings  o f  La  M in t z i t a .  

C e n t e r  f o r  M u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  R e s e a r c h  o n  C h i a p a s  a n d  t h e  S o u t h e r n  B o r d e r

( C I M S U R ) ,  N a t i o n a l  A u t o n o m o u s  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M e x i c o ,  U N A M

Ja ime  Paneque-Gá lvez  

C e n t e r  f o r  R e s e a r c h  i n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  G e o g r a p h y  ( C I G A ) ,  U N A M

1990s ,  f a rm ing  commun i t i e s
p ro te s t ed  aga ins t  wa te r  po l l u t i on ,
b l aming  the  f ac to ry  and
occupy ing  i t s  f ac i l i t i e s .  These
p ro te s t s  we re  f o l l owed  by  the
announcement  o f  the  bankrup tcy
o f  the  f ac to ry ,  wh i ch  r ece i ved
gove rnment  suppor t  t o  p reven t  i t s
c l o su re .  Gove rnment  suppor t  a l so
se rved  t o  ensu re  the  supp ly  o f
wate r  f r om sp r ings  t o  the  f ac to ry
and  to  gua ran tee  g rea te r
to l e rance  o f  i t s  l eve l s  o f
po l l u t i on .  Fa rmworke r  p ro t e s t s
aga ins t  the  f ac to ry  ended  due  t o  

The  env i ronmenta l  con f l i c t  ove r
these  sp r ings  began  i n  the  m id -
1970s  w i th  the  i n s ta l l a t i on  o f  a
ce l l u l o se  f ac to ry ,  wh i ch
t rans fo rmed  i t s  su r round ings  f r om
fa rmwork  ac t i v i t i e s  t o  i ndus t r i a l
ones ,  f o l l owed  by  impac t s  o f  a i r
and  wate r  po l l u t i on .  I n  the  m id -
1980s ,  t he  u rban  expans i on  o f
More l i a  t r i gge red  l ega l  d i spu te s
be tween  the  f ac to ry  and  the  l oca l
gove rnment  f o r  con t ro l  o f  the
sp r ings ,  i n  pa r t  due  t o  the
p res su re  exe r t ed  by  the  c i t y ' s
g row ing  wate r  needs .  I n  the  ea r l y   
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c i t y ’ s  ma in  sou rce  o f  wa te r—  and  
i t s  su r face  and  unde rg round
recha rge  zones ,  i nc lud ing  th ree
p ro tec t ed  a reas  so  f a r  dec l a r ed
in  s ea rch  o f  the i r  conse rva t i on .
The  ac t i ons  o f  the  CEJM and
some  a l l i e s ,  i nc lud ing  the  co -
p roduc t i on  o f  know ledge ,  i n
add i t i on  t o  con t r i bu t ing  t o
v i z i b i l i z i ng  the  impor tance  o f
the  La  M in t z i t a  sp r ings  f o r  the
c i t y ,  a l so  encouraged  the
c rea t i on  o f  a  new  s ta t e
p ro tec t ed  na tu ra l  a r ea  i n  2023
to  pa r t i a l l y  sa f eguard  i t s  wa te r
r echa rge  zones  (Vargas -Ramí rez
2023) .
S ince  i t s  f o rmat i on ,  de sp i t e  i t s
number  o f  members  — le s s  than
f i f t een  f ami l i e s  i n  2011 ,  and
s ince  then  dec reas ing  due  t o
economic  and  hea l th  d i f f i cu l t i e s ,
po l i t i ca l - o rgan i za t i ona l
d i sag reements ,  among  o the r
fac to r s—  the  CEJM has  managed
to  p re s su re  gove rnment  ac t i on
and  gene ra te  env i ronmenta l
awareness  among  c i t i z ens .
Thanks  t o  i t s  ho r i zon ta l
o rgan i za t i on ,  i t s  dec i s i on -
mak ing  i n  a s semb ly ,  t he
co l l e c t i ve  r e so lu t i on  o f  i t s
p rob l ems  and  the  co -p roduc t i on
o f  know ledge  w i th  academia
(Vargas -Ramí rez  e t  a l .  2023 ) ,
t he  CEJM s t r eng thened  i t s
p roces ses  o f  communa l i za t i on
and  t e r r i t o r i a l i za t i on  w i th in  the
f ramework  o f  the  env i ronmenta l
con f l i c t  (Vargas -Ramí rez  2023) .
Th i s  has  a l l owed  them to  r e s i s t  

changes  i n  gove rnment
regu la t i ons  on  wate r ,  wh i ch
a f f ec t ed  the i r  po l i t i ca l
o rgan i za t i on .
Fo l l ow ing  the  e s tab l i shment  o f
f i ve  i n fo rma l  s e t t l ement s  nea r  the
La  M in t z i t a  sp r ings  i n  the  ea r l y
2000s ,  t he  gove rnment  o f
M ichoacán  c r ea ted  a  na tu ra l
p ro t ec t ed  a rea  a round  the  sp r ings
and  fac to ry  i n  2005 ,  f o l l owed  by
i t s  des igna t i on  i n  2009  as  a
Ramsar  Wet l and  o f  I n t e rna t i ona l
Impor tance .  Env i ronmenta l
r egu la t i ons  and  l oca l  and  po l i t i ca l
d i spu te s  i n  one  o f  those
se t t l ement s  l ed  t o  the  c r ea t i on  o f
the  CEJM in  2011 ,  who  have  s i nce
been  the  l ead ing  env i ronmenta l
advoca te s  f o r  the  La  M in t z i t a
sp r ings  and  i t s  wa te r  r echa rge
zones .  A f t e r  r ece i v ing  mu l t i p l e
th rea t s  and  su f f e r i ng  s eve ra l
v i o l en t  a t tacks  by  pa r t i c i pan t s
w i th  economic  i n t e r e s t s  i n  l and
and  wate r ,  t he  CEJM fo rged
a l l i ances  and  dev i s ed  co l l e c t i ve
s t ra t eg i e s  t o  r e s i s t  the  th rea t  o f
d i sposses s i on ,  champ ion ing  i n  i t s
ac t i ons  and  speeches  the  de f ense
o f  the  La  M in t z i t a  sp r ings  —the  
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eco l og i ca l  j u s t i c e ,  wh i l e  i t s
ac t i ons  a sp i r e  t o  become  an
examp le  f o r  o the r  ways  o f
sa t i s f y ing  human  needs  w i thou t
l o s ing  s i gh t  o f  the  needs  and
poss ib i l i t i e s  o f  the  t e r r i t o ry  i t s e l f .

r ea l  e s ta t e  p re s su re s  and  wate r
and  l and  specu la t i on  i n  a  pe r i -
u rban  con tex t  marked  by  the
g row ing  v i o l ence  o f  o rgan i zed
c r ime  and  t e r r i t o r i a l  d i spu te s  due
to  d rug  t ra f f i ck ing ;  e spec i a l l y
s ince  m id -2019 ,  when  the  Ja l i s co
Nueva  Gene rac i ón  Car t e l  bu r s t
i n to  More l i a  and  began  to  d i spu te
con t ro l  o f  the  c i t y  w i th  o the r
ca r t e l s  such  a s  the  Fami l i a
M ichoacana  and  the  Caba l l e ro s
Temp la r i o s ,  among  o the r s
(Vargas -Ramí rez  2023) .
An  impor tan t  e l ement  i n
commun i ty  r e s i s t ance  has  been
our  co l l abo ra t i ve  work  w i th  the
CEJM s ince  2016 ,  wh i ch  we  base
on  a  commi t t ed  and  ac t i v i s t
r e sea rch  des ign  f ocused  on  the
co -p roduc t i on  o f  know ledge  and
l ea rn ing  use fu l  f o r  env i ronmenta l
j u s t i c e  th rough  t e r r i t o r i a l
mapp ing  and  commun i ty
env i ronmenta l  mon i to r i ng ,  u s ing
va r i ous  t echno log i e s  (Paneque -
Gá lvez  2019 ,  Paneque -Gá lvez  e t
a l .  2016 ,  Vargas -Ramí rez  e t  a l .
2023) .  The  co -p roduc t i on  o f
know ledge  has  a l l owed ,  on  the  one
hand ,  t o  make  v i s i b l e  the  ac t i ons
o f  the  CEJM and  the i r  impor tance
fo r  More l i a ,  and ,  on  the  o the r ,  t o
d raw  a t t en t i on  t o  the  g row ing
in f l uence  o f  o rgan i zed  c r ime
around  the  use  and  management
o f  common  goods  p re sen t  i n  the
sp r ings  o f  La  M in t z i t a  and  i t s
su r round ings .  The  po l i t i ca l -
o rgan i za t i ona l  commi tment  o f  the
CEJM c l a ims  a spec t s  r e l a t ed  t o  
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C A R E  A N D  D E F E N S E  O F  T H E  T E R R I T O R Y

B Y  T H E  N N ' A N N C U E  Ñ O M N D A A  O F

G U E R R E R O ,  M E X I C O

Ever  Sánchez  Osor io

I n  Mex i co ,  a s  i n  o the r  coun t r i e s ,  mob i l i za t i ons  r e j ec t i ng

pro j ec t s  a f f ec t i ng  i nd igenous  t e r r i t o r i e s  have  been

w i tnes sed .  Res i s tance  has  r i s en  ma in ly  due  t o  the

occupa t i on  o f  l ands ,  t he  exp lo i t a t i on  o f  na tu ra l  r e sou rces

o r  the  imp l ementa t i on  o f  l a rge  i n f ra s t ruc tu re  p ro j ec t s .

Th i s  i s  the  case  o f  the  Nn 'a  n  ncue
Ñomndaa  (Amuzgos )  i n  Gue r r e ro ,
Mex i co ,  who  r e j ec t  the  i r r a t i ona l
use  o f  wa te r ,  l ogg ing ,  and  the
ex t rac t i on  o f  so i l  and  g rave l  f o r
p r i va te  and  commerc i a l  u se .
A l though  these  a r e  no t  l a rge
p ro j ec t s ,  t he i r  oppos i t i on  t o
ex t rac t i ve  f o rms  r e l a t i ng  t o
na tu ra l  r e sou rces  i s  ev iden t .
Based  on  f i e l d  i n fo rmat i on  i n  the
mun ic ipa l i t i e s  o f  Ometepec
(Ndyawe ) ,  Xoch i s t l ahuaca  (Su l j aa ' )  

and  T lacoach i s t l ahuaca
(Se i ' chue ) ,  we  r e f l e c t  on  the  way
in  wh i ch  the  wor ldv i ew  o f  th i s
peop l e  ca r r i e s  ou t  a  de f ense  o f
the  t e r r i t o ry  tha t  opposes  the
commerc i a l  u se  o f  na tu ra l
r e sou rces .  The  bases  o f  th i s
oppos i t i on  a re  r e l a t ed  t o  the
Nn 'a  n  ncue  Ñomndaa  wor ldv i ew
and  the  cen t ra l i t y  they  a t t r i bu te
to  wa te r ,  wh i ch  de r i ve s  no t  on ly
f rom i t s  capac i ty  t o  mate r i a l l y
sus ta in  l i f e ,  bu t  f r om the  ve ry     
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de f in i t i on  o f  the i r  be ing ,  de f i n ing
themse lves  a s  those  who  speak  " the
word  o f  wa te r . "  Add i t i ona l l y ,  t he i r
concep tua l i za t i on  o f  t e r r i t o ry ,  o r
l i v i ng  space ,  i nc ludes  e l ement s
such  as  l anguage ,  p rac t i c e s  and
rep resen ta t i ons ,  wh i ch  may  o r  may
no t  have  phys i ca l  mate r i a l i t y ,  and
wh ich  a re  f ound  i n  tha t  comp lex
space  o f  na tu re  ( l and -wate r ) .  These
e l ement s  tha t  g i ve  mean ing  and
s t ruc tu re  t o  the  wor ld  i nc lude
know ledge  o f  p l an t s ,  s eeds  and
fauna  tha t  a r e  app l i ed  bo th  t o
t rad i t i ona l  med i c ine  ( f a rm ing
know ledge )  and  t o  r i t ua l  t r ad i t i ons
( sac red  s i t e s  and  o the r  component s
o f  sp i r i t ua l i t y ) .
F rom th i s  de f i n i t i on  o f  t e r r i t o ry ,  we
seek  t o  i den t i f y  wha t  the  Nñ 'ancue
Ñomndaa  de f end  as  such ,  how  they
conce ive  i t ,  whe re  they  s e t  i t s
l im i t s  and  what  s t ra t eg i e s  they
cons ide r  f o r  i t s  de f ense .  The
d i scuss i on  i s  impor tan t  because  the
de l im i ta t i on  o f  the i r  t e r r i t o ry  i s  no t
neces sa r i l y  r e f l e c t ed  i n  the
admin i s t ra t i ve  d i v i s i ons  o f  the
mun ic ipa l i t i e s  o f  Ometepec
(Ndyawe ) ,  Xoch i s t l ahuaca  (Su l j aa ' )
and  T lacoach i s t l ahuaca  (Se i ' chue ) .  
Te r r i t o r i a l  boundar i e s  imp ly  a
comp lex  cons t ruc t i on  tha t  i s  no t
l im i t ed  t o  phys i ca l  space ,  bu t
ra the r  i nco rpo ra te s  o the r  mate r i a l
and  immate r i a l  e l ement s  tha t  a r e
found  i n  tha t  space  tha t  they
recogn i ze  a s  the  “ p l ace  whe re  they
l i ve . ”  The  de f ense  o f  the  t e r r i t o ry ,

  

t hen ,  i s  no t  abou t  r e spec t  f o r
ce r ta in  po l i t i ca l - admin i s t ra t i ve
l im i t s ,  no r  a  s t rugg l e  f o r  the  u se
o f  a  mate r i a l  “ r e sou rce , ”  f o r  the
d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  the  bene f i t s
r e su l t i ng  f r om i t s  exp lo i t a t i on ,
o r  f o r  the  r i gh t  t o  be  consu l t ed ,
o r  t o  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  dec i s i ons
abou t  i t s  u se .  I t  i s  abou t  a
s t rugg l e  t o  de f end  a  way  o f
r e l a t i ng  t o  the  wor ld  and  o f
unde r s tand ing  onese l f  i n  i t ,  o f
t ak ing  advantage  o f  i t  t h rough  a
re spec t fu l  u se  o f  i t s  e l ement s ,  o f
a  way  o f  l i v i ng ,  o f  the  r i gh t  t o
ex i s t  a s  a  peop l e .  The  th rea t s  t o
th i s  way  o f  conce iv ing
re l a t i onsh ips  w i th  the  wor ld
have  mate r i a l i z ed  no t  i n  the
v i s i b l e  aggres s i on  o f  the  S ta te
o r  o f  l a rge  co rpo ra t i ons ,  bu t  i n
the  more  sub t l e  bu t  more
dange rous  f o rm o f  change  i n
ind iv idua l  sub j ec t i v i t i e s .  Th i s
change  r e su l t s  f r om the  da i l y
ope ra t i on  o f  the  cap i t a l i s t  mode
o f  p roduc t i on ,  wh i ch  g i ves  r i s e
to  concep t i ons  tha t
in s t rumenta l i z e  the  na tu ra l  



wor ld  and  r educe  i t  t o  a  " r e sou rce "
suscep t ib l e  t o  p r i va te
approp r i a t i on  and
commerc ia l i za t i on .
The  p ro j ec t  tha t  suppor t s  th i s  t ex t
—PRONACE CONAHCYT No .
322656  Wor ldv i ew  Nn 'a  n  ncue
Ñomndaa :  emerg ing  b i ocu l tu ra l
he r i t age  f o r  hea l th ,  f ood  and
env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e— ,  i n  add i t i on
to  p re sen t ing  the  concep t s  o f  the
Nn 'a  n  ncue  t e r r i t o ry  Ñomndaa  and
i t s  f o rms  o f  de f ense  s eek  t o
suppor t  th i s  s t rugg l e  by
deve l op ing  ac t i v i t i e s  a imed  a t
p romot ing  env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e  i n
tha t  r eg i on ,  unde r taken  by  the
l oca l  pa r t i c i pan t s  themse lves .  Th i s
work  based  on  r e sea rch  and
advocacy  w i l l  deve l op  l e a rn ing
commun i t i e s  tha t  a l l ow ,
i den t i f i ca t i on  o f  the  dange r s  tha t
r e su l t  f r om changes  i n  the
concep t i ons  o f  the  na tu ra l  wor ld ,
t o  de f i ne  s t ra t eg i e s  f o r  the
p rese rva t i on  o f  the i r  ways  o f
r e l a t i ng  t o  i t  and  t o  p romote  uses
o f  the  t e r r i t o ry  i n  a  r e spons ib l e ,
e th i ca l  and  ba lanced  manner ,  w i th
.
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U S E  O F  L E G A L - P O L I T I C A L   T O O L S  I N  S O C I O -

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  S T R U G G L E S  I N  M E X I C O

A N D  C O L O M B I A

Ana Carolina Gómez Rojas

Res i s tance  t o  oppres s i on  and  v i o l ence  aga ins t  commun i t i e s  has

h i s to r i ca l l y  been  exp res sed  on  va r i ous  f r on t s .  One  o f  them has

been  the  use  o f  l ega l -po l i t i ca l  t oo l s .  A l though  i t  i s  t aken  f o r

g ran ted  tha t  l ega l  i n s t rument s  a r e  neu t ra l  and ,  above  a l l ,

un i voca l ,  l ega l i t y  i s  a  h igh ly  po l i t i ca l  f i e l d  tha t  i s  cons tan t l y

be ing  cons t ruc ted  and  d i spu ted .  The  use  o f  i n s t i t u t i ona l

channe l s  i s  i n se r t ed  i n  a symmet r i ca l  power  r e l a t i ons ,  whe re  the

vo i ce  o f  the  pe r son  r ep re sen t ing  the  S ta te  i s  o f t en  p r i v i l eged

ove r  the  vo i ce  o f  the  commun i t i e s .  

D r .  J o s é  M a r í a  L u i s  M o r a  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e ,  M e x i c o  C i t y

I n  the  case  o f  Mex i co ,  we  ana lyze
the  r e s i s t ance  p roces ses  l ed  by
the  Peop l e s ’  F ron t  i n  De fense  o f
Land  and  Wate r  o f  More l o s ,
Pueb la  and  T laxca la  aga ins t  the
More l o s  In t eg ra l  P ro j ec t ,  whe re  a
c i t i z en  consu l t a t i on  was  imposed
to  l eg i t im i ze  the  pos i t i on  o f  the
f ede ra l  gove rnment .  I n  Co lomb ia ,
t he  Env i ronmenta l  Commi t t ee  i n
De fense  o f  L i f e  has  l ed  the
re s i s tance  aga ins t  the  Co lo sa
go ld  p ro j ec t ;  i n  th i s  case ,
o rgan i zed  commun i t i e s  bu i l t  a
l ega l  s t r a t egy  f r om the  g round  up
to  ho ld  a  popu la r  consu l t a t i on  t o
p roh ib i t  m in ing  i n  the i r  t e r r i t o ry .
Cases  such  a s  those  ment i oned  
 

 

Howeve r ,  l aw  i s  sub j ec t  t o
mu l t i p l e  u ses  and  mean ings
(Azue la  2006)  tha t  a r i s e  no t  on ly
f rom judges  and  l eg i s l a to r s ,  bu t
a l so  f r om soc i a l  g roups  tha t
exp res s  the i r  r e s i s t ance  th rough
s t ra t eg i c  l i t i ga t i on .  Th i s  work
examines  two  cases  o f  r e s i s t ance
to  megapro j ec t s  i n  Mex i co  and
Co lomb ia  t o  show  how the
pa r t i c i pan t s  i nvo lved  i n  a
con f l i c t  u se  t oo l s  such  a s
advocacy  and  popu la r
consu l t a t i on ,  t he reby
con t r i bu t ing  t o  r ede f i n ing  these
too l s  and  coun te r ing  the
ins t i t u t i ona l  v i o l ence  exe rc i s ed
by  the  cen t ra l  power .
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demons t ra t e  tha t ,  de sp i t e  the
deepen ing  o f  an  ex t rac t i ve  and
env i ronmenta l l y  p reda to ry
economic  mode l ,  cu r r en t  na t i ona l
and  i n t e rna t i ona l  l ega l
f r ameworks  c r ea te  spaces  and
mechan i sms  f o r  pub l i c
pa r t i c i pa t i on  and  acces s  t o
ju s t i c e  tha t  f avo r  soc i a l
r e s i s t ance  t o  megapro j ec t s .
Beyond  v i c to r i e s  o r  de f ea t s  i n
cou r t ,  t he  f ac t  tha t  commun i t i e s
approp r i a t e  t oo l s  tha t  a r e  u sua l l y
a  monopo ly  o f  the  S ta te  i s
p roduc t i ve  i n  i t s e l f  because  i t
opens  up  poss ib i l i t i e s  f o r
p roduc ing  coun te r - expe r t i s e
(Wer the imer  2013 )  and  t e r r i t o r i a l
r e f l ex i v i t i e s  (Me l é  2014 ) ,  o f
conque r ing  new  l oca l ,  r eg i ona l
and  na t i ona l  po l i t i ca l  spaces  and
o f  s t r eng then ing  commun i ty
management .  These  th ree
e l ement s  a r e  fundamenta l  when
th ink ing  abou t  env i ronmenta l
j u s t i c e  f r om a  l oca l  l eve l ,  b ecause
i f  we  do  no t  ques t i on  how
dec i s i ons  a r e  be ing  made  i n  the
te r r i t o r i e s ,  i f  we  do  no t  i den t i f y
the  s t ruc tu re s  tha t  cons t ra in  o r
enab l e  ce r ta in  dec i s i ons  and  the  

agen t s  tha t  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  them ,
i t ’ s  imposs ib l e  t o  l and  g l oba l
a sp i ra t i ons  a round  a  more  j u s t
and  equ i t ab l e  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f
na tu ra l  r e sou rces .
I n  bo th  cases ,  Mex i co  and
Co lomb ia ,  i t  i s  pos s ib l e  t o
r ecogn i ze  tha t :
a )  Desp i t e  the  deepen ing  o f  an
ex t rac t i ve  and  env i ronmenta l l y
p reda to ry  economic  mode l ,
cu r r en t  na t i ona l  and
in te rna t i ona l  l ega l  f r ameworks
c rea te  spaces  and  mechan i sms
fo r  pub l i c  pa r t i c i pa t i on  and
access  t o  j u s t i c e  tha t  encourage
soc i a l  r e s i s t ance  t o
megapro j ec t s .
b )  The  l aw  i s  sub j ec t  t o  mu l t i p l e
uses  and  mean ings  (Azue la
2006) ,  and  these  do  no t  a r i s e
on ly  f r om judges  and  l eg i s l a to r s ,
bu t  a l so  f r om soc i a l  g roups  tha t
exp res s  the i r  r e s i s t ance  th rough
s t ra t eg i c  l i t i ga t i on .
We  a re  f ac ing  a  h i s t o r i c  moment
o f  mu l t i p l i ca t i on  o f  spaces  f o r
c i t i z en  pa r t i c i pa t i on  a t  d i f f e r en t
l eve l s  and  t e r r i t o r i a l  s ca l e s ;  a t
the  same  t ime ,  r e cen t  decades
have  s een  an  i nc rease  i n  soc i a l
con f l i c t  (Me l é  2016 ) .  The  above
may  sugges t  tha t ,  de sp i t e
expec ta t i ons  abou t  the  l aw ,
acco rd ing  t o  wh i ch  l ega l
i n s t rument s  a r e  neu t ra l  and ,
above  a l l ,  unamb iguous ,  t he  l aw
i s  a  h igh ly  po l i t i ca l  f i e l d  tha t  i s
i n  pe rmanent  cons t ruc t i on  and
d i spu te .
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The  f i r s t  f i nd ings  o f  the  r e sea rch
sugges t  tha t  t o  unde r s tand  the
use ,  s cope  and  mean ing  o f  the
l ega l  t oo l s  u sed  i n  r e s i s t ance
p roces ses  aga ins t  megapro j ec t s ,  i t
i s  neces sa ry  t o  t ake  i n to  account
the  f o l l ow ing  va r i ab l e s :
-  The  geograph i c ,  e conomic  and
soc i ocu l tu ra l  s cope  o f  the  p ro j ec t :
i s  i t  a  p ro j ec t  tha t  cove r s  more
than  one  mun ic ipa l i t y?  How many
popu la t i ons  a r e  a f f ec t ed?  How
d i f f e r en t  a r e  these  popu la t i ons
f rom each  o the r?
-  The  l eve l  o f  p rog res s  o f  the
p ro j ec t :  i s  i t  a  megapro j ec t  w i th
advanced  i n f ra s t ruc tu re  o r  i s  i t  i n
i t s  i n i t i a l  and  exp lo ra to ry  phase?
-  The  na tu re  o f  the  pa r t i c i pan t s
imp lement ing  the  p ro j ec t :  a r e
they  gove rnment  en t i t i e s  o r
t ransna t i ona l  compan i e s?  I s  i t  an
a l l i ance  be tween  the  two?
-  The  na tu re  o f  the  pa r t i c i pan t s
oppos ing  the  p ro j ec t :  a r e  they
prev i ous l y  o rgan i zed
commun i t i e s?  I s  the re  a
mob i l i za t i on  o f  young  peop l e ,  o f
u rban  g roups  a round  i t ?
-  The  r e l a t i onsh ip  be tween
oppos i t i on  g roups  and  g roups  o f
l awye r s :  wha t  o rgan i za t i ons  do
l ega l  adv i s e r s  come  f rom?  What
in t e r e s t s  do  they  pu r sue?
-  H i s to r i ca l  and  l ega l  dec i s i on -
mak ing  s t ruc tu re s :  Are  they
assemb ly  spaces?  What  a r e  the
h i s to r i ca l  gende r  r e l a t i ons?

I t  can  be  conc luded  tha t  the  u se
o f  l ega l  t oo l s  i n  env i ronmenta l
con f l i c t s  i s  no t  a  neu t ra l
p rac t i c e ,  bu t  r a the r  a  h igh ly
po l i t i ca l  exe rc i s e  i n  wh i ch  one
can  r e s i s t  the  i n s t i t u t i ona l
v i o l ence  w i th  wh i ch  the
d i s cou r se  o f  deve l opment  i s
imposed .
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P L U R I L A N D :  T H E O R I Z I N G  C O N F L I C T  A N D

D I S P U T E  I N  P L U R A L  L A N D  R I G H T S  R E G I M E S

I N  G U A T E M A L A

Rache l  S i eder  

P lu r iLand  r e sea rch  p ro j ec t  s eeks  t o  exp la in  the  na tu re  and

the  t r ans fo rmat i ve  and  non- t rans fo rmat i ve  e f f ec t s  o f  soc i o -

l ega l  mob i l i za t i on  i n  f avo r  o f  the  l and  r i gh t s  o f  marg ina l i z ed

groups  unde r  d i f f e r en t  ag ra r i an  r eg imes .   

I t  i s  a  compara t i ve  p ro j ec t  tha t
s tud i e s  the  cases  o f  Gua tema la ,
Co lomb ia ,  B raz i l ,  I nd i a ,  E th i op ia
and  Sou th  Af r i ca ,  i n  o rde r  t o
o f f e r  a  theo re t i ca l -
methodo log i ca l  p roposa l  t o
unde r s tand  the  neces sa ry
cond i t i ons  f o r  s t r a t eg i c  l i t i ga t i on
to  have  pos i t i ve  e f f ec t s  f o r
marg ina l i z ed  g roups .  By  ag ra r i an
reg imes  we  unde r s tand  the
“ l ega l l y  p lu ra l  cons te l l a t i ons  o f
no rms  and  s i t e s  tha t  gove rn  de
ju re  and  de  f ac to  the  mode l s  o f
owner sh ip ,  a cces s  and  use  o f
l and ” .  These  a r e  a  consequence  o f
h i s to r i ca l  p roces ses  tha t
de te rm ine  the  concep t i ons  o f
p rope r ty ,  r i gh t s  and  deve l opment
mode l s .  We  p ropose  t o  ana lyze
the  r e l a t i onsh ips  be tween
agra r i an  r eg imes  and  the
p roces ses  o f  soc i o - l ega l    

mob i l i za t i on  t o  gua ran tee  l and
r igh t s  and  the  de f ense  o f  the
t e r r i t o ry ,  c ruc i a l  a spec t s  f o r
env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e  and  the
se l f -de te rm ina t i on  o f  peop l e s  i n
the  management  o f  l i v e l i hoods
in  the i r  t e r r i t o r i e s .
I n  the  examp le  o f  Gua tema la ,  we
cons ide r  f ou r  j ud i c i a l  ca ses  tha t
have  mob i l i z ed  two  l ega l  f i gu re s :
t he  r ecove ry  o f  ances t ra l  l ands
and  f r ee ,  p r i o r  and  i n fo rmed
consu l t a t i on  w i th  i nd igenous
peop l e s .  Fo r  the  f i r s t  f i gu re ,  t he
types  o f  con f l i c t  have  t o  do  w i th
the  h i s t o r i ca l  d i sposses s i on  o f
i nd igenous  co l l e c t i ve  l ands  by
the  P rope r ty  Reg i s t ry  sys t em .
Fo r  the  s econd ,  t he  con f l i c t s
i nvo lve  m in ing ,  hyd roe l ec t r i c
p l an t s ,  r oads  s e rv ing  the  cement
indus t ry  monopo ly  and  e l ec t r i c
t ransmi s s i on  l i ne s ,  w i th  l i c enses  
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gran ted  by  the  M in i s t ry  o f  Ene rgy
and  M ines .  The  cases  we re
se l ec t ed  based  on  the i r  “ g r ea te r ”
o r  “ l e s se r ”  t r ans fo rmat i ve  e f f ec t .
We  a re  s t i l l  bu i l d ing  a  da tabase
w i th  the  un ive r se  o f  j ud i c i a l i z ed
cases ,  s o  i t  wou ld  be  ea r l y  t o
d raw  conc lus i ons .  Howeve r ,  ou r
cen t ra l  hypo thes i s  i s  tha t  cases
o f  r ecove ry  o f  ances t ra l  l ands
f ramed  by  na t i ona l  l eg i s l a t i on
a re  more  e f f i c i en t  than  cases  o f
p r i o r  consu l t a t i on  mob i l i z i ng
in t e rna t i ona l  s t andards .  The  l and
recove ry  p roces ses  have  had
more  t ang ib l e  d i r ec t  and  i nd i r ec t
e f f ec t s :  l and  has  been  t i t l ed  i n
the  name  o f  commun i ty
au tho r i t i e s ,  h i s t o r i ca l  memory
has  been  r econs t i t u t ed
in t e rgene ra t i ona l l y ,  t he  i n t e rna l
way  o f  r ed i s t r i bu t ing  p l o t s  a t  the
fami l y  l eve l  has  been  r e spec ted
(S i ede r ,  i n  p r e s s ) .  On  the  o the r
hand ,  p r i o r  consu l t a t i on  has  no t
managed  to  r ed i s t r i bu te  the
mate r i a l  and  po l i t i ca l  r e sou rces
( i n  t e rms  o f  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n
dec i s i on -mak ing )  o f  megapro j ec t s
in  ances t ra l  t e r r i t o r i e s .  Th i s
va r i a t i on  be tween  l and  r ecove ry

p roces ses  and  p r i o r  consu l t a t i on
i s  f r amed  in  a  con tex t  o f
cons t i t u t i ona l  j u s t i c e  cap tu red
by  the  ru l i ng  e l i t e s  and
t rad i t i ona l  e conomic  e l i t e s  w i th
economic  i n t e r e s t s  i n  i nd igenous
te r r i t o r i e s  (B raconn i e r  De  León
2021 ) .  One  o f  the  ques t i ons  tha t
gu ides  ou r  r e sea rch  i s  then :  To
what  ex t en t  i s  l i t i ga t i on  i n
de fense  o f  t e r r i t o r i e s  and  acces s
to  l and  pos i t i ve l y  s t ra t eg i c  when
the  cou r t s  o f  j u s t i c e  r e spond  to
power fu l  en t r enched  i n t e r e s t s?
 We  have  f aced  concep tua l  and
methodo log i ca l  cha l l enges  tha t
engage  w i th  d i s cuss i ons  a round
“env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e . ”  F i r s t ,
wha t  do  we  mean  when  we  ta lk
abou t  “ t r ans fo rmat i ve ”  j u s t i c e?
Can  we  r e f e r  t o  Nancy  F rase r  ’ s
l andmark  work  w i th  he r  dua l
concep tua l i za t i on  o f
“ r ecogn i t i on / r ed i s t r i bu t i on ”?
(F rase r  e t  a l .  2006) ,  o r  a r e  we
re f e r r i ng  t o  cou r t  dec i s i ons  and
pub l i c  po l i c i e s  tha t  cha l l enge
the  s ta tus  quo ,  a s  Sou th  Af r i can
co l l eagues  have  wr i t t en?
(Dugard  2016 )  I s  j u s t i c e
t rans fo rmat i ve  f r om whose
pe r spec t i ve  and  ove r  wha t  t ime
f rame?
Anothe r  cha l l enge  we  f ace  i s
what  e f f ec t s  do  we  cons ide r  i n
o rde r  t o  have  a  comp le t e  and
fa i r  ana ly s i s  f o r  t r ans fo rmat i ve
“ j u s t i c e ”?  The  e f f ec t s  o f
soc i o l ega l  mob i l i za t i on  a re
mu l t i p l e  and  go  beyond  what
happens  w i th in  a  cou r t  o f  l aw  
(S i ede r  2020) .  I n  th i s  p ro j ec t  we
inc lude  o f  cou r se  the  no rmat i ve
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ana lys i s  o f  j ud i c i a l  dec i s i ons  —
tak ing  i n to  account  the  f i l e s
w i th  the i r  memor i a l s  o f
p ro tec t i on ,  t he  de f enses ,  t he
amicus  cu r i ae ,  e xpe r t  op in i ons
and  j udgments— .  We  have
obse rved  tha t  the re  may  be
judgments  tha t  f o rma l l y  appea r
to  be  “ t r ans fo rmat i ve ”  and
prog res s i ve ;  howeve r ,  t he
imp lementa t i on  gap  tu rns  ou t  t o
be  l e s s  t r ans fo rmat i ve  than  what
cou ld  have  been  r ead  i n  the
judgment .
Tha t  sa id ,  i t  wou ld  be  ve ry
l im i t ed  and  un fa i r  t o  unde r s tand
“ t rans fo rmat i ve  j u s t i c e ”  on ly  i n
i t s  admin i s t ra t i ve  d imens i on  o f
j ud i c i a l  ad jud i ca t i on  o f
co l l e c t i ve  r i gh t s  t o  i nd igenous
peop l e s .  Fo r  th i s  r eason ,  i n  th i s
ana ly s i s  we  a l so  i nco rpo ra te
what  we  have  ca l l ed  un t i l  now
the  “d i f f u se  e f f ec t s ”  o f
i nd igenous  soc i o - l ega l
mob i l i za t i on .  I n  these  e f f ec t s  we
inc lude  th ree  a spec t s  tha t  s eem
re l evan t  t o  u s .  F i r s t ,  t he  e f f ec t
o f  “ s e l f -de t e rm ina t i on  o f
peop l e s . ”  Does  soc i o - l ega l
mob i l i za t i on  r e in fo rce  s e l f -
de t e rm ina t i on  and  the i r  own
lega l  sy s t ems?  Second ,  t he
e f f ec t  on  the  “ r ecen t ra l i za t i on  o f
marg ina l i z ed  vo i ce s . ”  Does  soc i o -
l ega l  mob i l i za t i on  amp l i f y  the
vo i ce ( s )  o f  marg ina l i z ed  s ec to r s
in  the  pub l i c  sphe re?  And  th i rd ,
t he  e f f ec t  i n  t e rms  o f  the
pos i t i on ing  o f  “ a l t e rna t i ve
na r ra t i ve s ”  conce rn ing  the

h i s to r i ca l  d i sposses s i on  o f
ances t ra l  t e r r i t o r i e s .  A re
a l t e rna t i ve  na r ra t i ve s  p l aced  i n
the  pub l i c  sphe re  on  l and
owner sh ip ,  i t s  u se ,  deve l opment
mode l s ,  env i r onmenta l  damage ,
gove rnance?  These  a r e  some
obse rva t i ons  tha t  con t r i bu te  t o
the  d i s cuss i on  on  env i ronmenta l
j u s t i c e .
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I N T E R W O V E N  C A R E  W O R K  A N D  E C O L O G I C A L

V I O L E N C E  I N  F O R E S T  C O N S E R V A T I O N :  A

F E M I N I S T  P O L I T I C A L  E C O L O G Y  A P P R O A C H

Violeta Gutiérrez-Zamora

Po l i t i ca l  e co l ogy  has  i nc reas ing ly  emphas i zed  the  fundamenta l

r o l e  o f  ca r ing  p rac t i c e s  and  a f f ec t s  i n  soc i o -na tu ra l  r e l a t i ons .  As

va r i ous  p rog rams  f o r  the  conse rva t i on  o f  t r op i ca l  f o r e s t s  and  the

soc i a l  deve l opment  o f  ru ra l  popu la t i ons ,  based  on  the  p r inc ip l e s

o f  g r een  cap i t a l i sm ,  move  f o rward ,  i t  i s  neces sa ry  t o  r ecogn i ze  1 )

the  changes  i n  p rac t i c e s  and  l abo r  i nvo lved  i n  such  conse rva t i on

sys t ems  and  2 )  the  en tang l ement s  be tween  ca re  work  and

v io l ence  tha t  they  en ta i l .  I n  th i s  way ,  I  p ropose  t o  d i s cuss  how

eco log i ca l  ca re  work  i s  i n t eg ra ted  w i th in  theo r i za t i ons  o f

env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e ,  f r om a  pe r spec t i ve  s i t ua ted  i n  the  f i e l d  o f

f em in i s t  po l i t i ca l  e co l ogy .

 

N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  I n s t i t u t e  F i n l a n d  ( L U K E )

i n t e rweav ing  w i th  the  power  and
v io l ence  exe rc i s ed  i n  cu r r en t
fo re s t  conse rva t i on  sys t ems .  
I t  a l so  a ims  t o  exp lo r e  how
eco log i ca l  ca re  p rac t i c e s  and
work  and  the  e f f ec t s  i n  f o r e s t s
can  pe r s i s t  i n  the  f ace  o f
soc i oeconomic  changes  p roduced
by  g reen  cap i t a l i sm .  I n  th i s  s ense ,
t h i s  work  a t t empts  t o  deepen  the
necessa ry  d i s cuss i on  on
env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e  and
eco log i ca l  ca re  a s  e th i c s  and
work .  S im i l a r l y ,  i t  a t t empts  t o
inco rpo ra te  c r i t i ca l  a spec t s  o f
eco l og i ca l  ca re  work  tha t  have
been  addres sed  i n  f em in i s t
theo re t i ca l  d i s cuss i ons  on  the

Eco log i ca l  ca re  work  i s  gene ra l l y
desc r i bed  a s  a t t empts  t o  r educe
harm and  v i o l ence  t o  the  ea r th ,
spec i e s ,  o r  human  popu la t i ons
tha t  i nhab i t  i t .  Howeve r ,  many  o f
these  a t t empts  can  a l so  be
immersed  i n  r e l a t i ons  o f
oppres s i on  based  on  h i s to r i ca l ,
r ac i a l ,  g ende r ,  and  c l a s s
h i e ra rch i e s ,  a s  we l l  a s  r e l a t i ons
o f  domina t i on  ove r  na tu re .  Based
on  a  r e f l e c t i on  w i th in  f em in i s t
po l i t i ca l  e co l ogy  tha t  f ocuses  on
a  soc i oeco l og i ca l  pe r spec t i ve  o f  
ca r ing  f o r  l i f e ,  t h i s  t ex t  s eeks  t o
de lve  i n to  how  we  unde r s tand
eco log i ca l  ca re  work ,  and  i t s
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i n t r i ca t e  r e l a t i onsh ip  be tween
ca re ,  wo rk  and  v i o l ence .
These  c r i t i ca l  r e f l e c t i ons  emanate
f rom two  d i f f e r en t  qua l i t a t i ve
inves t i ga t i ons .  The  f i r s t  i s  the
re sea rch  I  ca r r i ed  ou t  f o r  my
doc to ra te  on  the  f r amework  o f
env i ronmenta l  r a t i ona l i t i e s  i n
commun i ty  f o r e s t  management  i n
the  t empera te  f o r e s t s  o f  the
S i e r ra  Su r  o f  Oaxaca  ,  Mex i co
(Gut i é r r ez -Zamora  2023) ;  and  the
second ,  t he  pos tdoc to ra l  r e sea rch ,
wh i ch  I  am cu r r en t l y  ca r ry ing  ou t ,
f ocused  on  the  imp l ementa t i on  o f
va lue  cha ins  f o r  the  u se  o f  non -
t imber  f o r e s t  p roduc t s  (NFNM) ,
such  a s  bamboo ,  i n  Lao  PDR .
A l though  bo th  i nves t i ga t i ons  a r e
independen t  and  the
soc i oeconomic  and  po l i t i ca l
con tex t s  a r e  d i f f e r en t ,  t he
common  th read  seeks  t o
unde r s tand  how  da i l y  p rac t i c e s
and  work  a re  soc i a l l y
r ed i s t r i bu ted  and  r ecogn i zed ,  and
the  ways  i n  wh i ch  these  p roces ses
a re  i n t e r tw ined  w i th  the
cons t ruc t i on  o f  know ledge ,  va lues
and  a f f ec t i ons  i n  and  w i th  the
fo re s t s  ( s .  Gu t i é r r ez -Zamora  2021 ,
Gu t i é r r ez -Zamora  e t  a l .  2023) .
I n  bo th  cases ,  i t  has  been
essen t i a l  t o  examine  the  power
mechan i sms  r ep roduced  i n  the
da i l y  l i f e  o f  ru ra l  and  f o r e s t
commun i t i e s ,  a s  we l l  a s  t o
iden t i f y  the  con f l i c t s
be tweenvar i ous  i n t e rna l  and
var i ous  i n t e rna l  and  ex te rna l
pa r t i c i pan t s  (Gu t i é r r ez -Zamora

and  Hernández  Es t rada  2020) .  I n
th i s  s ense ,  bo th  i nves t i ga t i ons
seek  t o  th ink  abou t  env i ronmenta l
j u s t i c e  i n  a  b roade r  way ;  t ha t  i s ,
b eyond  the  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  the  so -
ca l l ed  “na tu ra l  r e sou rces ” ,  r a i s i ng
the  need  t o  i nc lude  i s sues  o f
r ep re sen ta t i on ,  r e cogn i t i on  and
repa ra t i on  t o  con f ron t  the
d i f f e r en t  bu t  da i l y  mechan i sms  o f
oppres s i on  and  v i o l ence .

34

B ib l i ograph ic  references
-  Gu t i é r r ez -Zamora ,  V .  ( 2023) .
“ I n t e rweav ing  Env i ronmenta l i t i e s  i n  the
Hear t  o f  Mounta ins :  Commun i ty  Fo res t ry  i n
the  S i e r ra  Su r  o f  Oaxaca ,  Mex i co . ”  Docto ra l
d i s se r ta t i on ,  J oensuu :  Un ive r s i t y  o f
Eas te rn  F in l and  (UEF) .  Pub l i ca t i ons  o f  the
Un ive r s i t y  o f  Eas t e rn  F in l and .
D i s se r ta t i ons  i n  Soc ia l  Sc i ences  and
Bus ines s  S tud i e s  292 .  h t tp : / / u rn . f i /
u rn : i sbn  : 978 -952-61 -4733-8
-  Gu t i é r r ez -Zamora ,  V .  ( 2021 ) .  “The
Co lon ia l i t y  o f  Neo l i be ra l  B i opo l i t i c s :
Ma ins t r eaming  Gende r  i n  Commun i ty
Fo res t ry  i n  Oaxaca ,  Mex i co . ”  Geo fo rum 126
(November ) :  139  -  49 .
h t tps : / /do i . o rg / 10 . 1016 / j . g eo fo rum .2021 .07 .
023
-  Gu t i é r r ez -Zamora ,  V . ,  and  Hernández  M .
(2020) .  “Respons ib i l i za t i on  and  S ta te
Te r r i t o r i a l i za t i on :  Gove rn ing  Soc i o -
Te r r i t o r i a l  Con f l i c t s  i n  Commun i ty
Fo res t ry  i n  Mex i co . ”  Fores t  Po l i cy  and
Economics  1 16  ( Ju ly ) :  102188 .
h t tps : / /do i . o rg / 10 . 1016 / j . f o rpo l . 2020 . 102188
-  Gu t i é r r ez -Zamora ,  V . ,  Mus ta l ah t i ,  I .  and
Garc í a -Oso r i o ,  D .  ( 2023) .  “ P lu ra l  Va lues  o f
Fo res t s  and  the  Fo rmat i on  o f  Co l l e c t i ve
Capab i l i t i e s :  Lea rn ings  f r om Mex i co ' s
Commun i ty  Fo res t ry . ”  Env i ronmenta l
Soc i o l ogy  9 (2 ) :  1 17  -  35 .  h t tps : / /do i . o rg / 10 .
1080/23251042 . 2022 . 2 135063



S I L E N T  V I O L E N C E  T O  T H E  C O R E :  P E R P E T U A L

E X T E R M I N A T I O N ,  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

S U F F E R I N G  A N D  S U F F O C A T I N G

U N C E R T A I N T I E S  I N  T H E  C O A L  I N D U S T R Y  O F

T H E  C O L O M B I A N  C A R I B B E A N

For  many ,  t he  coa l  i ndus t ry  i n  Co lomb ia  has  been  synonymous

w i th  p rog res s ,  e conomic  g rowth ,  and  acces s  t o  hea l th ,

educa t i on ,  and  hous ing  oppor tun i t i e s  i n  the  Car ibbean  coa l

m in ing  f r on t i e r ,  wh i ch  i nc ludes  the  a r eas  o f  La  Gua j i r a  and

Cesa r ,  i n  the  no r th  o f  the  coun t ry .  Howeve r ,  t he re  have  been

few  na t i ona l  and  i n t e rna t i ona l  d i s semina t i on  works  tha t

addres s  the  s l ow ,  measu red ,  and  s i l en t  env i ronmenta l  v i o l ence

tha t  has  pe rmeated  the  cond i t i on  o f  e co l og i ca l  sy s t ems  and

peop l e .   

The  Cesa r  coa l  m in ing  a rea ,  t he
second  l a rges t  p roduce r  o f
the rma l  coa l  i n  the  coun t ry ,  has
w i tnes sed  th i s  s l ow ,  measu red
env i ronmenta l  v i o l ence ,  i n
add i t i on  t o  a  s e t  o f  s t ruc tu ra l
v i o l ence  cha rac te r i z ed  by  an
inequ i tab l e  ru ra l  p rope r ty  r eg ime ,
h igh  pove r ty  r a t e s ,  and  gende r
d i spa r i t y ,  among  o the r s ;  a s  we l l
a s  a rmed  o r  d i r ec t  v i o l ence ,  i n
wh ich  the  p re sence  o f  a
" pa rami l i t a ry  cu l tu re "  s t ands  ou t ,
t h rough  wh i ch  massac re s  and
co l l e c t i ve  expu l s i on  phenomena  

have  been  ca r r i ed  ou t ,  such  a s  
r a r e l y  s een  i n  Co lomb ia  (FCSPP
2020 ,  Gu t i é r ez  2012 ,  Lugo -V ivas
e t  a l .  2021 ,  PAX Co lomb ia  2014 ) .
I n  the  con tex t  o f  a rmed  and
s t ruc tu ra l  v i o l ence  a s  s een  i n
Cesa r ,  cond i t i ons  a r e  gene ra ted
fo r  the  pe rpe tua t i on  and
in tens i f i ca t i on  o f  env i r onmenta l
v i o l ence  o f  d i f f e r en t  k inds
(Vé l ez -Tor re s  and  Lugo-V ivas
2021 ) ,  a s soc i a t ed  w i th  the
in t ens i ve  and  ex tens i ve
ex t rac t i on  o f  coa l ,  i n  wh i ch  the
hea l th  o f  e cosys t ems  and  peop l e  

D iego  Andrés  Lugo-V ivas

C E T  P r o g r a m  ( C o l o m b i a - W a s h i n g t o n ) ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V a l l e ,  C a l i ,  C o l o m b i a  /

S a n t o  T o m a s  U n i v e r s i t y ,  B o g o t a ,  C o l o m b i a
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on  i n t e rv i ews  w i th  women  f rom
the  p rev i ous l y  ment i oned
mun ic ipa l i t i e s  t o  po r t ray  
expe r i ences  o f  env i r onmenta l
su f f e r i ng  due  t o  the  p re sence  o f
d i s eases  poss ib l y  a s soc i a t ed
w i th  coa l  m in ing  ac t i v i t i e s—
a l though  l i t t l e  i s  sa id  abou t
them and  the re  a r e  no  r eco rds  o f
s tud i e s  tha t  addres s  these
d i s eases— .  A  f i r s t  g roup  o f
i n t e rv i ews  seeks  t o  po r t ray  l i f e
expe r i ences  and  t e s t imon i e s  o f
women  a f f ec t ed  by  thy ro id
cance r  and  the  p re sence  o f  cys t s
and  nodu l e s  i n  the  r e sp i ra to ry
t rac t ,  neck ,  uppe r  ches t  and
scapu la r  a r ea ,  w i th  the  a im  o f
d raw ing  a t t en t i on  t o  the
unexp lo red  r e l a t i onsh ips
be tween  env i ronmenta l  impac t s
and  de te r i o ra t i on  o f  the  phys i ca l
and  emot i ona l  hea l th  o f
r e s iden t s  i n  a r eas  su r round ing
coa l  m in ing  comp lexes .  The
second  g roup  o f  i n t e rv i ews
focuses  on  d i sp l aced  r e s iden t s
f rom coa l  m in ing  mun ic ipa l i t i e s
who  a re  i nvo lved  i n  l i t i ga t i on
due  t o  comp la in t s  o f  f o r ced
d i sp l acement  and  i n  l and
res t i t u t i on  p roces ses .  These  a r e
l ands  tha t  have  been
env i ronmenta l l y  deg raded  by
cong lomera te s  f r om the  Un i t ed
Sta te s ,  a s  a  r e sponse  t o
r e s t i t u t i on  p roces ses ,  i n  wh i ch
they  have  been  i nvo lved  a s
opponen t s  o f  commun i t i e s
c l a im ing  l and .

i s  s e r i ous l y  a f f ec t ed .
Through  f em in i s t  po l i t i ca l
eco l ogy  pe r spec t i ve s  (Su l t ana
2007a ,  b ,  2009a ,  b ,  Sha rp  2009) ,
t h i s  work  s eeks  t o  approach  a
pa r t  o f  the  E l  Descanso -La  Loma-
Pr ibbenow-Ca l en tu r i t a s -La  Jagua
coa l  comp lex ,  t o  desc r i be
in f ra s t ruc tu ra l  damage  and
impac t s  on  the  hea l th  o f  ru ra l
r e s i den t s  o f  the  mun ic ipa l i t y  o f
Bece r r i l .  Th rough  a  two- s tage
in t e rv i ew  p roces s ,  ca r r i ed  ou t  i n
2022  w i th  soc i a l  l eade r s ,  a s  we l l
a s  ru ra l  r e s i den t s  l i nked  t o
d i f f e r en t  l abo r  ac t i v i t i e s  i n
Codazz i  and  Bece r r i l ,  we  sought
to  i nqu i r e  abou t  i n f ra s t ruc tu ra l
damages  and  poss ib l e  d i s eases
and  consequences  o f  the
pe r s i s t ence  o f  ru ra l  f am i l i e s  on
prope r t i e s  whe re  coa l  m in ing  has
been  i n t ens i ve  i n  t e rms  o f  the
vo lume  o f  m ine ra l  ex t rac ted  and
ex tens i ve  i n  t e rms  o f  the
geograph i c  cove rage  o f  the
impac t s .
To  th i s  end ,  t he  r e sea rch  f ocuses  
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R U R A L  L A B O R  V E R S U S  R E N T I E R S :  T H E

P O L I T I C A L  E C O N O M Y  O F  P A Y M E N T S  F O R

E C O S Y S T E M  S E R V I C E S

Claudia Horn

Payments  f o r  ecosys t em se rv i ce s  (PES)  have  l en t  themse lves  t o

the  l i t e ra tu re  on  the  “ soc i oeco l og i ca l  f i x ”  i n  neo l i be ra l  cap i t a l

accumu la t i on .  P rone  t o  r eve r sa l s  and  l and  con f l i c t ,  t hese

mechan i sms  d i sp l ace  the  bu rden  o f  c l imate  m i t i ga t i on  t o  G loba l

Sou th  coun t r i e s ,  i nc rease  ra the r  than  cu rb  b ig  po l l u t e r s ’  ga ins ,

and  g reenwash  ru ra l  v i o l ence .  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S t u d i e s ,  B r a n d e i s  U n i v e r s i t y

Rura l  Fami l y  P roduc t i on  i n  the
Amazon  (P roamb ien te ,  2000-
2008) ,  wh i ch  compensa ted  f o r
p rac t i c e s  such  a s  ag ro fo re s t ry
based  on  the  cos t  o f  l abo r ,
t h rough  ru ra l  ex t ens i on ,  c r ed i t ,
and  t echn i ca l  a s s i s t ance .  Th i s
pape r  a rgues  tha t  the  g reen
economy  pa rad igm p romotes  an
an t i -p roduc t i on  r en t i e r  l og i c  and
r i sks  g reen  exp lo ra t i on  on  one
hand ,  and  coop ta t i on  by
landowner s  on  the  o the r .  Beyond
res i s tance ,  s oc i a l  movements
de fend ing  env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e
have  p roposed  and  imp lemented
pub l i c  po l i cy  a l t e rna t i ve s  t o  PES
tha t  s t r eng then  ances t ra l  f o rms
o f  sma l l - s ca l e  p roduc t i on  and
food  secu r i t y .  
Th i s  a r t i c l e  i s  pa r t  o f  my  r e sea rch
agenda  tha t  exp lo r e s  the  h i s t o r i e s
and  po l i t i ca l  e conomies  o f
env i ronmenta l  gove rnance  a t
i n t e rna t i ona l ,  na t i ona l ,  and  l oca l
  

Pes  c r i t i ques  f ocus  on  p ro j ec t -
l eve l  r e s i s t ance  t o  na tu re
commod i f i ca t i on ,  bu t  l i t t l e  on
co l l e c t i ve  and  c l a s s -based
res i s tance  and  po l i c i e s  f o r
env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e .  Th i s  pape r
t races  the  evo lu t i on  o f  PES  and
the  ro l e  o f  l abo r  i n  the  B raz i l i an
Amazon ,  d raw ing  on  ove r  150
in te rv i ews  and  pa r t i c i pa to ry  and
arch iva l  r e sea rch .  The  G7 ’ s  P i l o t
P rog ram fo r  the  Conse rva t i on  o f
B raz i l i an  Ra in fo re s t s  (PPG7 ,
1995 -2008)  s t imu la t ed  con t ra ry
concep t s :  Marke t -based  PES
pro j ec t s ,  many  funded  by  the
Amazon  Fund  (2008- ) ,  have  been
based  on  the  marke t  va lue  o f
ca rbon  and  i ncen t i ves  t o  cove r
the  oppor tun i ty  cos t s  o f
sus ta inab l e  u se .  Bu t  i n  the  ea r l y  
2000s ,  f a rmers ’  movements
p roposed  the  pub l i c  P rog ram fo r
the  Sus ta inab l e  Deve l opment  o f
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conse rve  f o r e s t s  i n  La t in
Amer i ca  a t  the  end  o f  the  1980s
and  i t s  r ede f i n i t i on  a s  c l imate
f i nance  i n  the  21 s t  c en tu ry .  I t
d raws  on  c r i t i ca l  theo ry  and
seve ra l  yea r s  o f  mu l t i - s i t e
i n t e rv i ew ,  pa r t i c i pan t ,  and
a rch iva l  r e sea rch  t o  r econs ide r
the  r e l a t i onsh ip  be tween
in te rna t i ona l  env i r onmenta l
i n s t i t u t i ons  and  b roade r
po l i t i ca l  and  economic
s t ruc tu re s .  Wi th  two  case
s tud i e s ,  t he  G7  P i l o t  P rog ram fo r
the  Conse rva t i on  o f  B raz i l i an
Ra in fo re s t s  (PPG7 ,  1992 -2009)
and  B raz i l ’ s  we l l -known  Amazon
Fund  (2008) ,  f unded  ma in ly  by
Germany ,  t he  UK ,  Norway ,  and
the  Wor ld  Bank ,  t he  book
exp la in s  how  and  why  p i l o t
p rog rams  bu i l t  env i r onmenta l
mode rn i za t i on  s ty l e  i n s t i t u t i ons
and  t echno log i e s ,  a s  we l l  a s
cons t i t uenc i e s  f o r  the
in t eg ra t i on  o f  f o r e s t s  i n to  g l oba l
t r ade  and  ca rbon  o f f s e t  marke t s .
Fo r  i n s tance ,  I  have  pub l i shed
an  a r t i c l e  based  on  my  Ph .D .
r e sea rch  i n  Ant ipode  (Horn ,
2023a )  tha t  cons ide r s  B raz i l ’ s
Amazon  Fund  and  i t s  r o l e  i n
in t e rna t i ona l  con t rove r s i e s
a round  ca rbon  marke t s .  
Second ,  t he  ana ly s i s  o f  PES
l i nks  t o  ano the r  r e l a t ed  r e sea rch
pro j ec t  on  the  i n t e r sec t i ons
be tween  ag ra r i an ,  l abo r ,  and
env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e  ac t i v i sm
in  La t in  Amer i ca ,  wh i ch  has  r i ch ,
o f t en  ove r l ooked  soc i oeco l og i ca l
and  deco l on ia l  f em in i s t  theo ry
t rad i t i ons  (Horn ,  2021 ) .  I  e xp l o r e
these  t r ad i t i ons  and  the i r

 

s ca l e s  and  how  they  shape
s t rugg l e s  f o r  env i ronmenta l
j u s t i c e ,  e spec i a l l y  power  r e l a t i ons
ove r  acces s  t o  na tu ra l  r e sou rces ,
and  exposu re  t o  env i ronmenta l
r i sks .  Th i s  agenda  i s  d r i ven  by
seve ra l  b road  ques t i ons ,
i nc lud ing :  What  a r e  the
mechan i sms ,  ac to r s ,  and
ins t i t u t i ons  tha t  r ep roduce  and
pe rpe tua te  the  exp lo ra t i on  o f
na tu re  and  peop l e  i n  the  G loba l
Sou th ,  i nc lud ing  unde r  the
p remi se  o f  c l imate  ac t i on?  How
can  a  h i s t o r i ca l  and  mu l t i  s ca l e
ana ly s i s  o f  these  f o r ces  gu ide
e f f ec t i ve  c l imate  ac t i on  t owards
sus ta inab l e  po l i c i e s  and  g rea te r
soc i o - env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e?  
The  p ro j ec t  on  the  Po l i t i ca l
Economy  o f  Payments  f o r
Ecosys t em Se rv i ce s  emerged  ou t
o f  my  PhD  and  l i nks  two  d i f f e r en t
approaches  t o  r e sea rch ing
env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e .  F i r s t ,  my
ma in  r e sea rch  p ro j ec t  exp lo r e s
the  i n f l uence  o f  env i r onmenta l
f o r e ign  a id  on  the  sp read  o f
marke t -based  l and  use  po l i c i e s  i n
the  G loba l  Sou th .  T i t l ed  S ta te
Agent s  o f  the  Green  Economy ,
th i s  manusc r ip t  examines  the
emergence  o f  env i r onmenta l  a i d
f rom indus t r i a l i z ed  coun t r i e s  t o
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f o rmu la t i ng  un i f y ing ,  i nc lu s i ve
a l t e rna t i ve s  and  demands—
addres s  the  co l l e c t i ve  ac t i on
prob l em in  these  pe r i phe r i e s .  Th i s
a r t i c l e  d raws  on  f i ve  yea r s  o f
f i e l dwork  i n  B raz i l ’ s  Amazon
reg ion ,  i nc lud ing  work ing  a t  the
c i t y  gove rnment  o f  Be l ém ,  the
cap i t a l  o f  Pa rá ,  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  a
soc i a l  movement  boa t  ca ravan  i n
2022 ,  d i ve r s  mee t ings  and
ac t i v i t i e s  o rgan i zed  by  ru ra l
soc i a l  movements  i n  the  Ba i xo
Tocan t in s  r eg i on  and  ac ros s
Braz i l .  I t  d raws  on  i n t e rv i ews  w i th
ac t i v i s t s ,  l o ca l  s cho la r s ,  members
o f  the  s ta t e  l eg i s l a tu re ,  and  the
pub l i c  p rosecu to r ’ s  o f f i c e .

e xp re s s i ons  i n  mob i l i za t i ons  i n
ru ra l  and  u rban  pe r i phe r i e s ,
e xamin ing  t o  wha t  ex t en t  these
a re  a l so  i n t e r sec t i ona l – l i nk ing
marg ina l i za t i on  a l ong  gende r ,
r ace ,  c l a s s ,  s exua l  o r i en ta t i on ,  o r
be l i e f .  Theo re t i ca l l y ,  t h i s  p ro j ec t
d raws  on  and  con t r i bu te s  t o
mate r i a l i s t  e co - f emin i s t  and
deco lon ia l  l i t e ra tu re  on  soc i a l
r ep roduc t i on  and  r ep roduc t i ve
l abo r  i n  the  con tex t  o f
ex t rac t i v i sm  and  the  unequa l
e f f ec t s  o f  c l imate  change .  I  have
pub l i shed  two  a r t i c l e s  f r om th i s
p ro j ec t  abou t  the  f i r s t  o f  these
cases ,  name ly  the  p ro t e s t  aga ins t
the  Tocan t in s -Aragua ia  i ndus t r i a l
wa te rway  p ro j ec t  i n  Nor the rn
Braz i l ,  wh i ch  s eeks  t o  expand  the
expo r t  co r r i do r  f o r  soy  th rough
the  Amazon  Fo res t ,  t h r ea ten ing  t o
des t roy  ecosys t ems  and  l oca l
t r ad i t i ona l  commun i t i e s ’
s oc i oeconomic  base  (Horn ,  2023c ,
2023b) .  D i spe r s i on ,  p r eca r i t y ,  and
i so l a t i on  f r om po l i t i ca l
pa r t i c i pa t i on  impede  the
co l l e c t i ve  o rgan i z ing  o f  those  i n
ru ra l  “ s ac r i f i c e  zones ”  a f f ec t ed  by
th i s  i n f ra s t ruc tu re  and  ene rgy
pro j ec t .  Th i s  pape r  i nves t i ga te s
how f i she rmen ,  f am i l y  f a rms ,
i nd igenous  peop l e ,  Qu i l ombo la ,
women ,  you th ,  and  church  g roups
addres s  th i s  d i f f i cu l t y .  I t  a rgues
tha t  the  campa ign ’ s  i n t e r sec t i ona l
p rac t i c e s  —recogn i z ing
au tonomous  cu l tu ra l  i den t i t i e s ,
bu i l d ing  so l i da r i t y  a round
c ros scu t t i ng  th rea t s  t o  p roduc t i on
and  soc i a l  r ep roduc t i on ,  and
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R E C O N S T I T U T I N G  E N E R G Y  J U S T I C E  F R O M  T H E

“ G R O U N D  U P ”

Desp i t e  s eve ra l  impor tan t  c r i t i ca l  con t r i bu t i ons ,  t he  deba te

on  ene rgy  t rans i t i ons  has  been  concen t ra t ed  a t  h igh  l eve l s

o f  gove rnment ,  has  accommodated  co rpo ra te  i n t e r e s t s ,  and

has  r ema ined  t i ed  t o  a  un i l i nea r ,  t e l eo l og i ca l ,  and  modern

v i s i on  o f  deve l opment .  The  t e rm “ t r ans i t i on ”  i t s e l f  i s  a

euphemism fo r  c r i s i s  i nhe r i t ed  f r om the  1970s ,  wh i ch

rea f f i rms  ex t rac t i v i s t  and  co l on ia l  ep i s t emo log i e s ,

a e s the t i c i z i ng  and  l eg i t im i z ing  d i sposses s i on  s t ra t eg i e s

th rough  “g reen , ”  “ j u s t , ”  o r  “ equ i t ab l e ”  p roces ses .   

Cons i s t i ng  p r imar i l y  o f  a
d i cho tomy  be tween  f o s s i l  f ue l s
and  “ r enewab l e  ene rgy , ”
hegemon ic  deba te s  a round  the
t rans i t i on  p roces s  l eave
cap i ta l i s t  consumpt i on  pa t t e rns
and  power  s t ruc tu re s  i n tac t .
E spec i a l l y  i n  the  G loba l  Sou th ,
the  dep loyment  o f  so - ca l l ed
“ r enewab l e  i n f ra s t ruc tu re ”  has
spa rked  c r i t i c i sm  o f  i t s  supposed
“ r enewab i l i t y  ”—assoc i a t ed  w i th
demands  f o r  space ,  “ c r i t i ca l ”
m ine ra l s ,  f o s s i l  f ue l s ,  and  the
dep loyment  o f  coun te r in su rgency
tac t i c s  u sed  t o  ma in ta in
d i sposses s i on  sys t ems ,  wha t  we
can  now  ca l l  a ccumu la t i on  by
deca rbon i za t i on .  o r  the  new  

“deca rbon i za t i on  consensus ”
(B r inge l  and  Svampa  2023)— .
P roposa l s  f o r  r ad i ca l  s oc i o -
eco l og i ca l  t r ans fo rmat i ons  a l so
ques t i on  metabo l i ca l l y  unequa l
r e l a t i ons  be tween  d i f f e r en t
p l aces .  I n  co l on ia l - ex t rac t i ve
t e rms ,  t hese  r ep roduce  “ g r een ”
sac r i f i c e  zones  th rough
doc t r i nes  such  a s  t e r ra  nu l l i u s
and  co l on ia l  occupa t i on
s t ra t eg i e s  tha t  i naugura te  new
commod i ty  f r on t i e r s  th rough
spa t i o - t empora l  ' f i x e s ' ,
e s s en t i a l l y  ' buy ing  t ime '  t o
sus ta in  cap i t a l i s t  accumu la t i on .
Rep lac ing  the  deba te  on
t r ans i t i ons  w i th  t r ans fo rmat i ons
o f f e r s  an  impor tan t  r e th ink ing  

Car los  Torne l

G l o b a l  F a b r i c  o f  A l t e r n a t i v e s
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2023b) .  
These  movements  —gene ra l l y
a r t i cu l a t ed  a round  b roade r
ne tworks  o f  mu l t i p l e
t e r r i t o r i a l i z ed  commun i t i e s ,  c i v i l
s oc i e ty  o rgan i za t i ons ,  and
academics— a re
( r e ) concep tua l i z i ng  ene rgy  a s  a
t e r r i t o r i a l i z ed  r e l a t i onsh ip ,
based  on  so l i da r i t y ,  mutua l  a i d ,
and  know ledge .  Fu r the rmore ,
t he i r  s t rugg l e s ,  r ang ing  f r om
ex t rac t i on  r e s i s t ance  t o
s t rugg l e s  f o r  " r e - ex i s t ence " ,
embody  a  p lu r i ve r sa l  s e t  o f
pos t -deve l opment  a l t e rna t i ve s
tha t  a r e  t r ans fo rm ing  the
mate r i a l ,  po l i t i ca l  and
the rmodynamic  r e l a t i on  t o
ene rgy  imposed  by  cap i t a l i sm ,
concep tua l i z i ng  ene rgy  a s  a
r e l a t i ona l  mat t e r  and  as  ano the r
sou rce  o f  au tonomy  and  se l f -
de te rm ina t i on  beyond  the  S ta te .
D raw ing  on  a  s e r i e s  o f  pos t -
deve l opmenta l  and  p lu r i ve r sa l
expe r i ences  a r i s i ng  f r om these
s t rugg l e s  i n  commun i t i e s  i n
Yuca tán ,  and  the i r  s ea rch  f o r
au tonomous  and  p lu r i ve r sa l  

o f  s imp l i f i ed  l og i c s  o f
t echno log i ca l  subs t i t u t i ons .  Wh i l e
th i s  sh i f t  i n  concep tua l  f ocus  has
gene ra ted  impor tan t  ana ly ses  on
power  imba lances  and
( in ) ju s t i c e s ,  on  the  uneven
metabo l i c  na tu re  o f  the  p roces s ,
on  i t s  spa t i a l  cha rac te r ,  and  on
i t s  commi tment  t o  a  t e l eo l og i ca l
concep t i on  o f  p rog res s  and  a
na r row  Wes te rn  un ive r sa l i sm
(Torne l  2023a ) ,  much  o f  th i s  work
rema ins  f ocused  on  the  S ta te ’ s
r o l e  a s  a  f ac i l i t a to r  o r  d r i ve r  o f
the  ene rgy  t rans i t i on  p roces s .  The
expe r i ence  o f  La t in  Amer i ca  i s
e spec i a l l y  r e l evan t  he re  f o r  two
reasons .  F i r s t ,  neo -ex t rac t i v i sm ,
wh i ch  has  shaped  the  r eg i on ’ s
po l i t i c s  ove r  the  pas t  two
decades ,  has  r evea l ed  the  l im i t s
o f  deco l on i za t i on  and  the  deep
dependence  o f  S ta t e s  on  the
in t e rna t i ona l  d i v i s i on  o f  l abo r
and  g l oba l  cap i t a l i s t  f o r ces .
Second ,  the  eco te r r i t o r i a l  t u rn ,
which  l a rge ly  emerges  i n  r e sponse
to  th i s  phenomenon ,  pos i t i ons
“ commun i ty -popu la r ”  and
“ t e r r i t o r i a l ”  a l t e rna t i ve s  a s  new
par t i c i pan t s  and  new  spaces
( r e ) con f i gu r ing  the  geopo l i t i ca l
and  soc i o - eco l og i ca l
t r ans fo rmat i on  o f  the  r eg i on .
Mos t  o f  the  work  addres s ing  the
eco te r r i t o r i a l  t u rn  has  f ocused  on
the  mate r i a l  and  ep i s t emo log i ca l
s t rugg l e s  o f  movements  l i nked  t o
a  spec i f i c  t e r r i t o ry  i n  the  c r ea t i on
o f  au tonomous  p ro j ec t s  (To rne l  
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se l f -de te rm ina t i on  —th rough  the
recogn i t i on  o f  mu l t i p l e
on to l og i ca l  and  ep i s t emo log i ca l
ways  o f  be ing  i n  the  wor ld— my
resea rch  a rgues  tha t  the  ene rgy
ana lys i s  t r ans i t i on  mus t
r econcep tua l i z e  concep t s  such  a s
“ ene rgy  j u s t i c e , ”  deco l on i z ing  and
sepa ra t ing  i t s  f undamenta l
p r inc ip l e s  f r om the  on toep i s t emic
commi tment  t o  a  un i l i nea r  mode l
o f  deve l opment ,  t he reby  l eav ing
space  f o r  p lu r i ve r sa l  equ i ty
cons t i t u t ed  by  a  s e r i e s  o f  “ r oo ted
normat i v i t i e s . ”  I t  a l so  a rgues
tha t ,  wh i l e  the  S ta te  w i l l  p l ay  a
ro l e  i n  shap ing  the  t r ans i t i on
p roces s  i n  the  nea r  fu tu re ,
commun i ty -popu la r  a l t e rna t i ve s
and  p rac t i c e s  “ f r om the  g round
up ”  a r e  p rog res s i ve l y  b roaden ing
s t rugg l e s  f o r  t e r r i t o r i a l  au tonomy
and  ep i s t emic  j u s t i c e  t owards  a
co l l e c t i ve ,  democra t i c  and
au tonomous  owner sh ip  and
management  o f  ene rgy .  These
a l t e rna t i ve s  embody  a  po l i t i ca l
ho r i zon  o f  the  poss ib i l i t i e s
aga ins t  and  beyond  the  S ta te .
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R A C I A L I Z E D  V I O L E N C E  A N D  C O L O N I A L I T Y  I N

S O C I O - E N V I R O N M E N T A L  C O N F L I C T S

Raquel Neyra

Cur ren t l y ,  Pe ru ’ s  ma in  economic  ac t i v i t y  i s  the  ex t rac t i on  o f

ene rgy  and  mate r i a l s ,  wh i ch  t oday ,  has  d ramat i ca l l y  r e in fo rced

the  coun t ry ' s  dependence  on  th i s  s ec to r .  Th roughout  i t s  h i s t o ry ,

t he  ex t rac t i ve  component s  o f  soc i a l  me tabo l i sm  have  been

chang ing  and  have  adap ted  t o  the  commod i ty  consensus .

(Svampa  2013 )  and  then  t o  the  Be i j i ng  consensus  (S l i pak  and

Svampa  2015 ) ,  wh i l e  the  co l on ia l  behav io r  o f  the  S ta te  and

compan i e s  pe r s i s t s .  

U n i v e r s i d a d  N a c i o n a l  A g r a r i a  L a  M o l i n a ,  P h D  i n  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s

E c o n o m i c s  a n d  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t

Ombudsman ' s  O f f i c e ,  be tween  60%
and  70%  o f  a l l  s oc i a l  con f l i c t s  a r e
soc i o - env i ronmenta l—  a re
exp res sed  i n  many  ways ,  f r om the
c r im ina l i za t i on  o f  p ro t e s t  t o
mu l t i d imens i ona l  pove r ty  w i th  the
abandonment  o f  l a rge  r eg i ons  and
popu la t i ons  by  the  S ta te  and
env i ronmenta l  po l l u t i on  tha t
a f f ec t s  bod i e s  and  i den t i t i e s .
V io l ence  occu r s  aga ins t  t e r r i t o ry
in  the  exp lo ra t i on  s tage  th rough
the  i nvas i on  o f  the  t e r r i t o ry ,  w i th
the  company  o f f e r i ng  r i d i cu l ous
p r i ce s  f o r  the  pu rchase  o f  l and ,
aga ins t  peop l e  accused  o f
t e r ro r i sm  o r  v i c t ims  o f  phys i ca l
v i o l ence  and  w i th  i n ju r i e s  and
dea ths .  I t  i s  i n s t i t u t i ona l  v i o l ence  

Gove rnments  p repa re  the  g round
fo r  ex t rac t i v i sm  w i th  an  a r sena l
o f  l aws  and  po l i t i ca l  measu res
tha t  f avo r  na t i ona l  and  f o r e ign
inves tment  (Neyra  2016 ) .  The
Sta te  w i l l  r e spond  to  the  c l a ims
tha t  have  become  ac t i ve
re s i s tance  by  the  a f f ec t ed
popu la t i ons  w i th  exces s i ve
v i o l ence  th roughout  the
deve l opment  o f  the  p ro j ec t ,  f r om
the  g ran t ing  o f  a  concess i on
w i thou t  p r i o r  consu l t a t i on  t o  i t s
c l o su re ,  w i th  the  abandonment  o f
the  t a i l i ngs  by  the  company .
V io l ence  i n  the  numerous  soc i o -
env i ronmenta l  con f l i c t s  tha t  Pe ru
i s  expe r i enc ing  —  acco rd ing  t o
month ly  r eco rds  f r om the   
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c l a s s i f i ed  a s  p r im i t i ve  and
i r ra t i ona l  who  sac ra l i z e s  na tu re ,
t he  ob j ec t  o f  g r eed  o f  the
Creo l e s .  Faced  w i th  th i s
modern i ty ,  t he  supposed
in f e r i o r i t y  o f  the  i nd igenous
peop l e s  j u s t i f i ed  the  v i o l ence
aga ins t  them by  demand ing
env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e  f o r  the i r
peop l e s .
Wh i l e  ex t rac t i ve  gove rnments
as sume  the  r o l e  o f  f ac i l i t a to r
and  r ep re s so r ,  t hey  abandon
the i r  peop l e  a t  the  mercy  o f
co rpo ra te  soc i a l  r e spons ib i l i t y
p rog rams ,  wh i ch  appea r  a s  ma jo r
bene fac to r s .  W i th  a  man i f e s t ed
co lon ia l  gove rnance  (Bane r j ee
2008) ,  whe re  co l on ia l  pa t t e rns
o f  power  and  know ledge  a re
r ep roduced ,  compan i e s  ho ld  a l l
know ledge  r ega rd ing  the  p ro j ec t .
Many  compan i e s ,  i n  an  a t t empt
to  depo l i t i c i z e  the  con f l i c t ,  t r y
to  s t i f l e  the  c l a ims  o f  the
a f f ec t ed  popu la t i ons  and  i gno re
env i ronmenta l  i n ju s t i c e  w i th
mone ta ry  compensa t i on ,  wh i ch
causes  a  pe rn i c i ous  c i r c l e :  

w i th  s ta t e s  o f  emergency ,
ag reements  be tween  compan i e s
and  the  na t i ona l  po l i c e .
H i s to r i ca l  r e t ro spec t i ve  i s
e s sen t i a l  t o  unde r s tand  the  o r i g in
and  f o rmat i on  o f  th i s  r ac i a l i z ed
v io l ence  i n  soc i o - env i ronmenta l
con f l i c t s .  By  unde r s tand ing  the
cons t ruc t i on  o f  mode rn i ty
conveyed  by  the  co l on ia l i t y  o f  the
Creo l e  r epub l i c ,  we  w i l l  be t t e r
unde r s tand  the  phenomenon  o f
v i o l ence ,  wh i ch  w i l l  a l l ow  us  t o
d i s t i ngu i sh  the  r o l e  o f  each  soc i a l
c l a s s  and  a l so  avo id  f a l l i ng  i n to
popu l i s t  so lu t i ons .  Wi th  the
independence  o f  the  Span i sh
v i ce rega l  c en te r ,  r ac i a l i z ed
v io l ence  con t inued ,  bu t  no  l onge r
to  tha t  ex t en t :  t he  posses s i on  o f
l and  changed  hands ,  bu t  no t  the
s i tua t i on  o f  the  Ind ians .  The
Creo l e s  ma in ta ined  the  “ co l on ia l
pa t t e rn  o f  power ”  —exc lud ing
those  they  ca l l ed  Ind ians— by
con t ro l l i ng  the  economy ,  s t a t e
and  m i l i t a ry  au tho r i t y ,  wh i l e  they
con t ro l l ed  know ledge  and
in t roduced  modern i ty  (Qu i j ano
1992 ,  2000 ,  M igno lo  2001 ,  Lande r
2000) .  Th rough  th i s  they
conveyed  the i r  Eu rocen t r i c  v i s i on
o f  deve l opment .  The  i nd igenous
pe r son  was  c r ea ted  a s  a
euphemism fo r  a  new  sub j ec t i v i t y
(Qu i j ano  2000)  who  had  to  l ea rn
the  l anguage  and  thought  o f  the
supposed ly  supe r i o r  be ing  who
had  f r eed  h im  f rom the  Span i sh
yoke ,  an  i nd igenous  pe r son   
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Amer i ca ,  i n :  The  co l on ia l i t y  o f
know ledge :  Eu rocen t r i sm  and  soc i a l
s c i ences .  I n :  Lande r ,  E .  ( comp . ) .  Lat in
Amer i can  pe r spec t i ve s ,  ( pp .  122 - 151 ) .
CLACSO .
-  Qu i j ano ,  A .  ( 1992) .  Co lon ia l i t y  and
modern i ty / ra t i ona l i t y .  Cu l tu ra l
S tud i e s  2 1 (2 ) :  168 - 178 .
-  Svampa ,  M .  ( 2013 ) .  “Commod i ty
consensus  and  va lua t i on  l anguages  i n
La t in  Amer i ca .  Nueva  Soc i edad
Journa l  244 ,  March -Apr i l .
-  Svampa ,  M .  and  S l i pak ,  A .  ( 2015 ) .
Ch ina  i n  La t in  Amer i ca :  F rom the
Commod i t i e s  Consensus  t o  the  Be i j i ng
Consensus .  Ensamb les  Jou rna l  2 (3 ) :
34 -63 .

compensa t i ons  i n i t i a l l y  c l a imed
and  accep ted  by  the  a f f ec t ed
popu la t i ons ,  because  the  p ro j ec t
has  des t royed  the i r  c rops ,  wa te r
sou rces ,  l i v e l i hood  ac t i v i t i e s ,
t he i r  cu l tu re  and  i den t i t y ,
d i sp l ac ing  them to  o the r  cen te r s
and  l eav ing  mone ta ry
compensa t i on  a s  the  on ly
a l t e rna t i ve  t o  the  i nc rease  i n
mu l t i d imens i ona l  pove r ty .
 Faced  w i th  th i s  comp lex
s i tua t i on ,  i n  wh i ch  a  coun t ry  i s
comp le t e l y  dependen t  on
ex t rac t i on  and  expo r t ,  h i s t o r i ca l
r e t ro spec t i ve  becomes  impor tan t
to  unde r s tand ing  the  rac i a l i z ed
v io l ence  f r om the  Repub l i can
pe r i od  un t i l  t oday ,  aga ins t
peop l e s  who  demand
env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e .  Th i s  can
on ly  be  ach i eved  i f  t h i s  co l on ia l
dynamic  i s  r eve r sed .
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I N V I S I B L I Z E D  V I O L E N C E  I N  S O C I O -

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  ( I N ) J U S T I C E

The  cons t ruc t i on  o f  eve ryday  l i v i ng  env i ronments  i n  con tex t s

o f  p ro found  i nequa l i t i e s  r e f l e c t s  s i t ua t i ons  o f  soc i o -

env i ronmenta l  i n ju s t i c e .  Howeve r ,  i n  mos t  cases ,  t hey  a re

r ende red  i nv i s i b l e  o r  no rma l i z ed  th rough  speech .  These

no rma l i z ed  expe r i ences  a r e  cons ide red  soc i o l og i ca l  phenomena

presen t  i n  peop l e ' s  da i l y  l i v e s  and  a re  the  p roduc t  o f  the

accumu la t i on  o f  i nequ i t i e s  and  vu lne rab i l i t i e s  gene ra ted  by

asymmet r i c  and  h igh ly  h i e ra rch i ca l  power  s t ruc tu re s .

I n  these  s cena r i o s ,  v i o l ence  may
appea r ,  whe the r  exp res sed  i n
exp l i c i t  con f ron ta t i ons  o r ,  no t
open ly  man i f e s t ed ,  bu t
expe r i enced  a s  s i l enced  o r
marg ina l i z ed  v i o l ence .  I n  the  case
o f  ex t e rna l i z ed  v i o l ence ,  t he
pa r t i c i pan t s  and  ac t i ons  a r e
p re sen ted  i n  t e s t imon i e s ,
na r ra t i ve s ,  dec l a ra t i ons ,
demons t ra t i ons  and  oppos i t i ons ,
g i v ing  r i s e  t o  f o rms  o f  r e s i s t ance
by  an  o rgan i zed  c i v i l  s oc i e ty .
These  f o rms  o f  v i o l ence  and  the
re su l t i ng  soc i a l  movements  f o rm
the  co re  o f  the  env i ronmenta l
j u s t i c e  agenda .  Howeve r ,  s oc i o -  

env i ronmenta l  ( i n ) j u s t i c e s  a r e  
b roade r  than  the  obv ious
p roces ses  tha t  we  obse rve  i n  the
d i f f e r en t  t ypes  o f  soc i o -
env i ronmenta l  con f l i c t s .  The re
a re  o the r  f o rms  o f  sy s t emat i c
soc i o - env i ronmenta l  i n ju s t i c e s
tha t  a r e  r ec rea ted  and  expanded
w i thou t  v i z i b i l i z a t i on ,  s i nce
the re  i s  no  even t  o r  i n t e rven t i on
tha t  gene ra te s  them ,  bu t  r a the r
they  sp read  and  expand  w i thou t
gene ra t ing  open  p roces ses  o f
r e s i s t ance .  These  i nv i s i b l e  and
s i l enced  f o rms  o f  v i o l ence
a re the  r e su l t  o f  s t ruc tu ra l
exc lu s i on  p roces ses  and  a re
a r t i cu l a t ed  i n  a l l  spaces  a t
d i f f e r en t  l eve l s ,  f r om the
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domes t i c  g roup  (work  
and  r e spons ib i l i t i e s )  t o  the
commun i ty  l eve l  ( acces s  t o
dec i s i on -mak ing ,  a cces s  t o  l and ,
wa te r  o r  e l e c t r i c i t y )  o r  a t  the
ins t i t u t i ona l  l eve l  ( educa t i on ,
hea l th ,  wo rk ,  a cces s  t o  j u s t i c e ) .
What  do  we  ea t?  Where  and  how
do  we  l i v e?  What  do  we  do  f o r
work  and  what  a r e  the  wages
acco rd ing  t o  gende r  and
gene ra t i on?  In  a l l  t hese  da i l y
ac t i v i t i e s ,  s t ruc tu ra l  exc lu s i on
proces ses  a r e  gene ra ted  l ead ing
to  l ong - t e rm soc i o - env i ronmenta l
i n ju s t i c e s .
Many  o f  these  s i t ua t i ons  a r e  the
p roduc t  o f  a  co l on ia l  h i s t o ry
roo ted  i n  deep  d i s c r im ina t i on  and
rac i sm tha t ,  unde r  dominan t
power  s t ruc tu re s ,  l ed  t o  en t i r e
popu la t i ons  be ing  marg ina l i z ed
f rom mak ing  dec i s i ons  abou t  the i r
own  des t i ny .  The  r e fusa l  t o
accep t  d i f f e r en t  ep i s t emo log i e s
and  on to l og i e s  no t  on ly  l ed  t o
“ f o rge t t i ng ”  o r  “ f o r ced  s i l enc ing ”
o f  popu la t i ons ,  bu t  t o  a
hegemon ic  mode l  o f  l i f e  tha t  
den i e s  eve ry th ing  e l s e .  O ra l

48h i s to r i e s ,  o ra l  nego t i a t i ons  o r
ag reements  we re  no t  r ecogn i zed .
Ob l i v i a t i ng  h i s t o ry  was  the
ha l lmark  o f  a  soc i e ty  tha t  was
den i ed  a  j u s t  ex i s t ence ,  a  po l i t i ca l
s t ruc tu re  tha t  con t inues  t o  th i s
day .
I n  th i s  work  we  want  t o
unde r s tand  and  ana lyze  the  soc i o -
po l i t i ca l  and  cu l tu ra l  f r ameworks
unde r l y ing  the  va r i ous  f o rms  o f
s i l en t  v i o l ence :  s l ow  v i o l ence ,
symbo l i c  and  s t ruc tu ra l  v i o l ence ,
marg ina l  v i o l ence ,  wh i ch  t r ans l a t e
in to  da i l y  vu lne rab i l i t i e s  and
unce r ta in t i e s .  These  s t ruc tu ra l
f o rms  o f  v i o l ence  go  unno t i ced ,
a r e  eas i l y  s i l enced  and ,  t he re fo re ,
a r e  r a r e l y  addres sed .  F rom ou r
pe r spec t i ve ,  i t  i s  e s sen t i a l  t o
b r ing  t o  l i gh t  and  addres s  the
s i l en t  f o rms  o f  v i o l ence  tha t  a r e
no t  on ly  woven  th rough  soc i o -
env i ronmenta l  con f l i c t s  bu t  a r e
pa r t  o f  the  da i l y  l i f e  o f  a  l a rge
pa r t  o f  the  wor ld ' s  popu la t i on .
On ly  by  v i z i b i l i z i ng  these  f o rms
o f  v i o l ence  can  the  mob i l i za t i ons ,
s t rugg l e s ,  r e s i s t ance  and  soc i a l
p re s su re s  neces sa ry  f o r  f i gh t ing
env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e  be
gene ra ted .
To  do  th i s ,  we  want  t o
theo re t i ca l l y  ana lyze  how  the  l o s s
o f  mean ings  and  senses  occu r s
and  how  eve ry  p roces s  and  eve ry
ac t i on  tha t  i s  no t  r ecogn i zed
f romhegemon ic  p l aces  d i s so l ves .
Peop l e  have  been  s t r i pped  o f  the i r
own  h i s to r i e s ,  bu t  a l so  o f  the i r
d i f f e r en t  ways  o f  conce iv ing
work ,  l i f e  and  t e r r i t o ry .  The
mix tu re s  o f  t ru ths  and  l i e s  g i ve    
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power  t o  hegemon ic  cen te r s ,
a l l ow ing  them to  con t ro l
i n fo rmat i on  and  i nv i s i b l e
v i o l ence .  A t  the  same  t ime ,  t he
impos i t i on  o f  marke t  l og i c  has
c rea ted  bo th  d i r ec t  and  i nv i s i b l e
v i o l ence .
The  soc i o l ogy  o f  absences  and
emergenc i e s  advanced  by
Boaven tu ra  de  Sousa  he lp s  u s
bu i l d  b r i dges  be tween  s i l enced
v io l ence  and  the  absence  o f
j u s t i c e ,  f r eedom ,  equa l i t y ;  and  t o
unde r s tand  tha t  the re  i s  no  s i ng l e
fo rm o f  domina t i on  no r  a  s i ng l e
p r inc ip l e  o f  soc i a l  t r ans fo rmat i on ,
bu t  r a the r  many  f o rms  tha t  a r e
in t e r connec ted .  The  f i ve
monocu l tu re s ,  de sc r i bed  by  de
Sousa  San tos  (2005) ,  con t r i bu te
to  exp la in ing  the  va r i ous
p roces ses  o f  s i l enced  v i o l ence  by
no t  r ecogn i z ing  o the r  ways  o f  l i f e :
a )  monocu l tu re  o f  know ledge ,  b )
o f  p rog res s ,  c )  o f  the
na tu ra l i za t i on  o f  h i e ra rch i e s ,  d )
o f  the  un ive r sa l  a s  the  on ly  va l i d
th ing  and  e )  o f  p roduc t i v i t y  based
on ly  on  economic  g rowth .  The
con t r i bu t i ons  o f  f em in i s t
soc i o l ogy  a l l ow  us  t o  a r t i cu l a t e
the  na r ra t i ve s  be tween  the
s t ruc tu re s  o f  power  and  the
inv i s i b i l i t y  o f  v i o l ence  and
in jus t i c e ,  ove r shadowed  by  the
androcen t r i c  na tu re  o f  the
soc i o l og i ca l  d i s cou r se  o f
modern i ty .
Th i s  c r i t i que  a l l ows  us  t o  g l impse
o the r  on to l og i e s  and
ep i s t emo log i e s  f o r  the  p re sen t

and  the  fu tu re ;  and  t o  b r ing  a
d ive r s i t y  o f  i den t i t y
consc i ousness .  Wi th  th i s ,  we
w i sh  t o  f i gh t  aga ins t  the
d i s r ega rd  o f  the  h i s t o r i e s  o f
i nv i s i b l e  v i o l ence  and  aga ins t
the  den ia l  o f  co l on ia l  t r aces .
F ina l l y ,  we  s eek  t o  exp lo r e
a l t e rna t i ve s  t o  l eg i t im i z ing
o the r  ways  o f  s ee ing  the  wor ld ;
bu i l d ing  p lu ra l ,  l o ca l  f u tu re s ,
based  on  ca re  ac t i v i t i e s  and  on
the  r ecogn i t i on  and
l eg i t im i za t i on  o f  d i ve r se
know ledge ,  p rac t i c e s  and  agen t s ,
based  on  soc i o - env i ronmenta l
j u s t i c e  and  on  conve r t i ng
inv i s i b l e  v i o l ence  i n to  f o r ces  o f
t rans fo rmat i on .



C A S T E ,  G E N D E R  A N D  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

I N J U S T I C E S  I N  I N D I A ’ S  U R B A N  P E R I P H E R I E S

Devrim Eren

Cas te ,  gende r  and  na tu re  a r e  deep ly  i n t e r tw ined  i n  Ind ia  and

embedded  i n  i t s  env i r onmenta l i sm .  Ye t ,  t he  academic  wor ld  has

pa id  l i t t l e  a t t en t i on  t o  th i s  phenomenon .  Fo r  Da l i t s ,  f o rmer l y

known  as  " un touchab l e s " ,  l i t t l e  has  changed  s ince  ga in ing

independence .  E spec i a l l y  r ega rd ing  v i o l ence ,  a  sub j ec t  t o  wh i ch

they  have  been  exposed  f o r  cen tu r i e s ,  de sp i t e  a f f i rmat i ve  ac t i on

ensh r ined  i n  the  Cons t i tu t i on .

H u m b o l d t  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B e r l i n

t o  mu l t i p l e  r easons .  F i r s t ,  t he
met ropo l i s  has  been  imag ined  a s
a  space  o f  e scape  f r om the
c rudeness  o f  soc i e ty  and  as  a
guaran tee  o f  soc i o - economic
improvement .  Second ,  I nd ia ,  a
pos t - co l on ia l  na t i on ,  de f i nes
na tu re  and  c i t y  a s  d i ve rgen t
e l ement s ,  f o l l ow ing  the  o ld
Car t e s i an  b ina ry .  D r i ven  by  th i s
deepen ing  s ta tus  quo  t ha t
con t inuous ly  dehuman i zes  Da l i t s ,
t h i s  i nves t i ga t i on  examines  the
in t e r sec t i on  be tween  cas t e ,
gende r  and  env i ronmenta l
v i o l ence  by  f ocus ing  on  was te
p i cke r s  i n  Ind ia ’ s  u rban
pe r iphe r i e s .
As  Har r i s s  -Wh i t e  (2020)  has
po in ted  ou t ,  ga rbage  co l l e c t i on
rema ins  a  cas t e -based  and  h igh ly
f emin i zed  p ro f e s s i on ,  w i th  the  

B road ly  speak ing ,  t he
re l a t i onsh ip  be tween  Da l i t s  and
the i r  e co l og i ca l  env i r onment
fo l l ows  the  pe rve r se  l og i c  o f
cas t e ,  t h rough  ju s t i f i ed
re l i g i ousness ,  pe rce i ves  them as
bod i l y  ep i t omes  o f  impur i t y ,
po l l u t i on  and  f i l t h .  Th i s
cen tu r i e s -o ld  sys t em o f
s t ra t i f i ca t i on  has  d i ve r se
imp l i ca t i ons  f o r  Da l i t s ’
env i r onmenta l  expe r i ences ,
r ang ing  f r om s t i gmat i za t i on ,
den ia l  o f  acces s  t o  l and ,  wa te r
and  f ood ,  bonded  l abo r  t o  b ru te
v i o l ence  and  d i sp l acement  i n
ru ra l  con tex t s .
As  f a r  a s  met ropo l i s e s  a r e
conce rned ,  t he  r e l a t i onsh ip
be tween  cas t e  mechan i sms  and
env i ronmenta l  con f l i c t s  has  been
sca rce l y  i nves t i ga ted .  Th i s  i s  due  
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are  f o r ced  t o  move  and  work  i n
h igh ly  t ox i c  env i ronments .
Recyc l i ng  r ema ins  one  o f  the  f ew
opt i ons  tha t  r e semb le  the
t rad i t i ona l  “ d i r t y ”  and  po l l u t i ng
work  t o  wh i ch  they  have  been
cons igned ,  due  t o  na r ra t i ve s  tha t
have  embedded  an  i n f e r i o r  s t a tus
in  the i r  m inds  and  bod i e s .
Because  o f  th i s ,  ga rbage
co l l e c t i on  can  be  cons ide red  a
"pha rmakon "  (Dhawan  2014 ) ,  a
doub l e - edged  sword .
Based  on  n ine  months  o f
i n t ens i ve  f i e l dwork  i n  i n fo rma l
se t t l ement s  and  l and f i l l s  i n  De lh i
and  Mumba i ,  my  r e sea rch
h igh l i gh t s  the  env i ronmenta l
i n ju s t i c e s  encapsu la t ed  by
“ rac i a l  cap i t a l i sm”  (G i lmore
2022) ,  “was te  co l on ia l i sm”
(L ibo i r on  2018 )  and  what  I  ca l l
“ env i r onmenta l  cas t e i sm” .  I n
to ta l ,  ove r  50  qua l i t a t i ve
in t e rv i ews  were  conduc ted  w i th
women  was te  p i cke r s ,  t he i r
ch i l d r en ,  s oc i a l  ac t i v i s t s  and
NGOS ,  f ocus ing  on  the i r  hab i tus .
a nd  hopes  f o r  the  fu tu re .  As  my
work  does  no t  conce ive  theo ry
and  p rax i s  a s  s epa ra te  en t i t i e s
no r  o f  r ecyc l e r s  a s  “ pas s i ve
ob j ec t s ” ,  i t  a l so  f ocuses  on
deco lon ia l  p rax i s .  I t  e xamines
eve ryday  f o rms  o f  r e s i s t ance
among  r ecyc l e r s  and  the
poss ib i l i t i e s  o f  co l l e c t i ve  ac t i on
unde r  r i s i ng  au tho r i t a r i an i sm ,
the  g r im  fac t  o f  cap i t a l i sm  —
d i sgu i s ed  a s  “ g l oba l i za t i on ”—  and
i t s  con t inu ing  env i ronmenta l  

ma jo r i t y  be ing  Da l i t  women .  Th i s
r e sea rch  a rgues  tha t  the re  i s  a
doub l e  co l on i za t i on  o f  Da l i t s ,
r e l a t i ve  t o  Ind ia ’ s  pos i t i on  i n  the
wor ld - sys t em and  to  the i r  soc i a l
s ta tus  w i th in  the  pos t co l on ia l
na t i on .  I t  i s  no t  s imp ly  the
in t e rdependence  o f  soc i a l
ca tego r i e s  such  a s  c l a s s ,  ca s t e  o r
gende r  tha t  con t r i bu te s  t o
c rea t ing  soc i a l  exc lu s i on  and
pr i v i l ege ,  bu t  a l so  the  unequa l
d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  power ,  a cces s  t o
r i gh t s  and  r e sou rces .
Fu r the rmore ,  m ig ra t i on  p l ays  a
s ign i f i can t  r o l e  i n  th i s  s tudy .  I t  i s
evoked  i n  a l l  ca ses  by  the  den ia l
o f  l andowner sh ip  and  wor sened  by
na tu ra l  d i sa s t e r s  such  a s
d rought s  and  f l oods ,  wh i ch  f o r ce
Da l i t s  t o  m ig ra te  t o  c i t i e s .  A l so ,
t he  comp l i c i t y  o f  the  cu r r en t
r i gh t -w ing  r eg ime  and  cap i t a l i s t
e l i t e s ,  has  exace rba ted  l and
grabb ing  and  f o r ced  ev i c t i on  f o r
“deve l opment ”  p ro j ec t s  tha t  s ee
vu lne rab l e  g roups  a s  an
imped iment  t o  ca r ry ing  ou t  the i r
agendas .  Due  t o  po l i t i ca l  v i o l ence
and  l ack  o f  compensa t i on ,  Da l i t s  
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exp lo i t a t i on ,  f o l l ow ing  a  F re i r ean
approach .  The  concep t s  o f  “ bo rde r
th ink ing ”  (M igno lo  2012 ) ,
“ t r ansmodern i ty ”  (Dusse l  2008)
and  “deco l on ia l  f em in i sm”
(Lugones  2010)  a r e  impor tan t
in f l uences .
Wi th in  th i s  f r amework ,  s e l f -he lp
g roups  w i th in  NGOs  se rve  a s
spaces  o f  a f f i rmat i on  f o r  these
marg ina l i z ed  i nd iv idua l s ;  t hey
a l so  s e rve  a s  a  d i s cu r s i ve  space
to  des t i gmat i ze  them by  c r ea t ing
a t ta inab l e  a l l i ances .  These  NGOs
are  l ed  by  Da l i t  women ,  wh i ch  i s
an  a s ton i sh ing  sh i f t  f r om
char i smat i c  l eade r sh ip  t o  an
approach  where  the  d i s empowered
can  approp r i a t e  ac t i v i sm  and  f i nd
the i r  vo i ce s  and  sk i l l s ,  wh i l e
work ing  t o  f i gh t  marg ina l i za t i on .
These  women  a re  the  f i r s t  i n  the i r
f ami l i e s  t o  be  g i ven  the  p r i v i l ege
o f  educa t i on  and  dec ided  t o
educa te  o the r  women  in  the i r
commun i t i e s  by  expe r i enc ing
f i r s t -hand  the  tug -o f -war  be tween
the  cas t e  sys t em ,  cap i t a l i sm  and
pa t r i a r chy .  The  f o rms  o f
r e s i s t ance  and  hea l i ng  a re
mu l t i p l e :  l ega l  a s s i s t ance  t o
v i c t ims  o f  v i o l ence ,  awareness
semina r s ,  bu t  a l so  c r ea t i ve
ac t i v i t i e s  such  a s  a r t  the rapy  and
drama  the rapy .  Th i s  h igh l i gh t s
the  con f l uence  o f  memory  and
purpose ,  un i t ed  t o  s t r eng then  the
r i gh t s  o f  s cavenge r s .  These  NGOs
are  impor tan t  t o  r ebu i l d ing
l i be ra t i on  na r ra t i ve s  and  c r ea t ing
sus ta inab l e  a l l i ances .
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T H E  B L U E  A G A V E ,  A  P R O B L E M  T H A T  E X T E N D S

T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  B A J Í O  R E G I O N

Mex ican  agave  p roduc t i on  r ep re sen t s  one  o f  the  mos t  dynamic

economies  i n  the  coun t ry :  i t  has  ma in ta ined  a  cons tan t  g rowth

s ince  the  e i gh t i e s  i n  the  twen t i e th  cen tu ry ,  e spec i a l l y  i n  the

s ta t e s  o f  Oaxaca ,  Ch iapas ,  M i choacán ,  J a l i s co  and  Guana jua to .

These  l a s t  th ree  make  up  a  t e r r i t o ry  known  as  Le rma  Ba j í o ,  one  o f

the  a r eas  r ecogn i zed  s i nce  co l on ia l  t imes  f o r  i t s  h igh  p roduc t i v i t y

and  wh i ch  came  to  be  known  as  the  New Spa in ’ s  g rana ry .  

I n  th i s  work  we  want  t o  po in t  ou t
how in  the  l a s t  twen ty  yea r s  b lue
agave  has  g rown  w i thou t  any  k ind
o f  r e s t r i c t i on ,  o ccupy ing  l a rge
ex tens i ons  o f  va l l eys ,  p l a t eaus
and  h i l l s  be tween  Pén jamo  in
Guana jua to ,  La  P i edad  i n
Michoacán  and  the  l ow lands  o f
Ja l i s co ,  comp le t e l y  chang ing  the
l andscape  t o  the  de t r iment  o f  the
ecosys t ems  o f  the  r eg i on ,  such  a s
the  l ow  dec iduous  f o r e s t  and  the
sc rub lands .
On  the  one  hand ,  t he  l oca l  f l o ra
and  fauna  a re  a f f ec t ed  t o  such  an
ex ten t  tha t  even  endemic  p l an t s
o f  the  r eg i on ,  such  a s  the  co t ton
pocho te  (Ce iba  pe tandra  o r  Ce iba
parv i f o l i a ) ,  have  begun  to
d i sappea r  p rev i ous l y  common
landscapes  be tween  Pén jamo  and
La  P i edad .  On  the  o the r  hand ,
the re  a r e  l i t t l e -va lued  p l an t s

be l ong ing  t o  the  s c rub land ,  such  a s
the  hu i zaches  (Vache l l i a
fa rnes i ana ) ,  wh i ch ,  because  o f  the i r
l i t t l e  o r  no  va lue ,  a r e  cu t  down  to
make  room fo r  agave .
I n  th i s  con tex t ,  l o ca l  au tho r i t i e s
encourage  f a rmers  t o  con t inue
p lan t ing  b lue  agave ,  even  l eav ing
p lo t s  o f  co rn f i e l d s  f r ee  f o r  i t s
p roduc t i on :  i t s  commerc i a l  va lue  has
been  i nc reas ing  i n  i n t e rna t i ona l
marke t s  such  a s  the  Un i t ed  S ta te s ,
Ch ina  and  Spa in ,  whe re  i t  a r r i ve s  i n
l a rge  quan t i t i e s  a s  t equ i l a  w i th  a
des igna t i on  o f  o r i g in  (SAGARPA-
SENASICA 2017 ) .
The  Le rma  Ba j í o  r eg i on  i s  a l so  pa r t
o f  the  Le rma  Chapa la  bas in ,
wh i ch  has  been  d i r ec t l y  a f f ec t ed  by
human  ac t i v i t i e s .  Now ,  l a rge  a r eas
p lan ted  w i th  agave  a re  added  to
de fo re s ta t i on  and  l i t t l e
wate r  f i l t r a t i on  i n to  the  subso i l .
By  2018 ,  i t  was  e s t imated  tha t
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l o ca l i t i e s ,  cond i t i ons  o f
commun ica t i on  and  se rv i ce s  i n
gene ra l  a r e  no t  the  mos t  adequa te .
Even  though  r e s iden t s  work  i n
ag r i cu l tu re  and  g raz ing ,  t hese
ac t i v i t i e s  can  ha rd ly  p rov ide
adequa te  subs i s t ence .
I t  i s  neces sa ry  t o  r e f l e c t  on  the
re spons ib i l i t y  o f  ca r ing  f o r  the
env i ronment  beyond  the  p ro f i t s
o f f e r ed  by  a  monocu l tu re  such  as
agave .  I n  the  Ba j í o  r eg i on  —a l so  i n
o the r  pa r t s  o f  Mex i co— th i s  f o rm
of  ag r i cu l tu re  has  l ed  t o  a  d rought
tha t  cou ld  have  se r i ous
consequences  f o r  f ood  secu r i t y  i n
one  o f  the  mos t  popu la t ed  r eg i ons
o f  the  coun t ry .  Ma in ta in ing  the
ba lance  i s  eve ryone ' s
r e spons ib i l i t y ,  bu t  above  a l l  t ha t  o f
the  au tho r i t i e s  tha t  encourage  i t .  

Michoacán  had  more  than  seven
mi l l i on  p l an t s ,  500  agave
produce r s ,  i n  add i t i on  t o  a
p roduc t i on  tha t  o sc i l l a t e s  a round
800  thousand  l i t e r s  o f  t equ i l a  and
300  thousand  l i t e r s  o f  mezca l
(Gove rnment  o f  Mex i co
2018 ) .Wh i l e  demand  fo r  t equ i l a
and  mezca l  i s  i nc reas ing  on  the
g loba l  marke t ,  t he  impac t  on  the
reg ion ' s  b i ome  shows  an
eco log i ca l  de s t ruc t i on  tha t  i s
a l r eady  ev iden t  because  o f  l ow
ra in fa l l .  An  a rea  tha t  p rev i ous l y
was  cons ide red  m i ld ,  w i th  an
ave rage  t empera tu re  be tween  22
and  24  deg rees ,  now  t empera tu re s
r each  more  than  35  deg rees
Ce l s i u s  du r ing  the  month  o f  May .
Ra in fa l l  i s  l e s s ,  and  the  Le rma
R ive r  tha t  su r rounds  pa r t  o f  the
c i t y  i n  La  P i edad  i s  i nc reas ing ly
d ry .  Rob  N ixon ,  a  spec i a l i s t  i n
v i o l ence  aga ins t  the  na tu ra l
env i ronment ,  t e l l s  u s  abou t
v i o l ence  tha t  has  g radua l l y
occu r r ed ,  d i spe r sed  ove r  l ong
pe r i ods  o f  t ime  and  tha t  i s  no t  a s
v i s i b l e  o r  spec tacu la r  a s  a  war ,
bu t  tha t  l eads  t o  equa l l y  c rue l
f o rms  o f  v i o l ence  th rough
de fo re s ta t i on ,  t ox i c  accumu la t i on ,
ocean  ac id i f i ca t i on  o r  c l imate
change ,  e spec i a l l y  i n  r eg i ons  o f
vu lne rab i l i t y  o r  pove r ty  (Spyros
2021 ) .  I n  the  Le rma  Ba j í o  r eg i on ,
these  cond i t i ons  o f  vu lne rab i l i t y
ex i s t ,  and  i n  more  i s o l a t ed  
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O A X A C A ,  D I S P O S S E S S I O N  A N D  R E S I S T A N C E :

M I N I N G  C O M P A N I E S  I N  C O M M U N A L

T E R R I T O R I E S

Andrea Bianchetto 

The  m in ing  i ndus t ry  i n  the  s ta t e  o f  Oaxaca  has  p re s su red

va r i ous  commun i t i e s  t o  i n i t i a t e  exp lo ra t i on  and  ex t rac t i on

pro j ec t s  f o r  p r ec i ous  and  i ndus t r i a l  me ta l s .  A  r ev i ew  o f  the  l a s t

f i f t een  yea r s  shows  va r i ous  con f l i c t s  th roughout  the  r eg i on ;  i n

r e sponse ,  a  s t r ong ,  s omet imes  succes s fu l ,  r e s i s t ance  has  r i s en .  

A u t o n o m o u s  M e t r o p o l i t a n  U n i v e r s i t y  - X o c h i m i l c o  U n i t  ( U A M - X ) ,  A r e a  o f

A g r a r i a n  E c o n o m y ,  R u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  f a r m e r s

con t ro l  s oc i a l  movements .  A l so ,
t he  soc i opo l i t i ca l  con tex t  i s
marked  by  abso lu t e  impun i ty :
w i th  the  r ep re s s i on  o f  the  Lox i cha
peop l e  i n  1997 ,  t he  ope ra t i on  o f
f ede ra l  f o r ces  aga ins t  the  APPO
in  2006 ,  t he  June  2016  massac re
in  Noch ix t l án ,  t o  name  a  f ew
cases .  I n  the  l a s t  th ree  yea r s ,  2 1
de fende r s  o f  the  t e r r i t o ry  have
been  murde red ,  no t  coun t ing
th rea t s ,  impr i sonments  o r  f o r ced
d i sappea rances .
Consequen t l y ,  t h i s  work  a ims  t o
account  the  d i spu te  ove r  t e r r i t o ry
in  the  s ta t e  o f  Oaxaca  th rough
the  pene t ra t i on  o f  d i f f e r en t
compan i e s ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  those  i n
min ing ,  and  the  mu l t i p l e
r e s i s t ance  s t ra t eg i e s  tha t  

Th i s  i s  added  to  the  i nces san t
con f l i c t  f o r  con t ro l  o f  the
t e r r i t o ry  be tween  the  i nd igenous
and  fa rm ing  commun i t i e s  tha t
have  h i s t o r i ca l l y  i nhab i t ed  i t  and
the  t r ansna t i ona l  compan i e s
p ro tec t ed  by  the  th ree  l eve l s  o f
gove rnment .  Added  to  th i s
d i spu te  i s  one  o f  the  p re sen t
gove rnment ’ s  p r i o r i t y  works ,  t he
In te rocean i c  Co r r i do r  o f  the
I s thmus  o f  Tehuantepec ,  wh i ch
in tends  t o  r econ f i gu re  the
te r r i t o ry  and  r eo rgan i ze  the
popu la t i on  t o  mee t  the  demand  o f
the  g l oba l  marke t .
I n  Oaxaca ,  v i o l ence  i s  u sed  a s
pe r suas i on  i n  the  imp l ementa t i on
o f  “ deve l opment ”  p ro j ec t s
imposed  f r om uppe r  r anks  and  to  
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Repres s i on  by  s ecu r i t y  f o r ces ,
t he  murde r  o f  opponen t s  and
harassment  have  been  the
cons tan t  tha t  goes  hand  i n  hand
w i th  t e r r i t o r i a l  expans i on  and
the  ex t rac t i on  o f  me ta l s  such  a s
s i l ve r  and  go ld  i n  these
t e r r i t o r i e s .  I n  tha t  same  manner ,
t he  r e s i s t ance  o f  the  occup i ed
towns  o r  those  ad jo in ing  the
exp lo i t ed  depos i t s  has  con t inued
ove r  the  yea r s .
More  than  a  decade  a f t e r  the
impos i t i on  o f  the  m in ing  p ro j ec t
i n  San  José  de l  P rog reso ,
commun i ty  r e j ec t i on  o f  the
d i sposses s i on  r ema ins  f i rm .  Th i s
happens  a s  pa r t  o f  a  s t rugg l e  f o r
the  de f ense  o f  “ na tu ra l
r e sou rces ,  t e r r i t o r i a l i t y ,  cu l tu re ,
co l l e c t i ve  l i f e ,  and  commun i ty
se l f -management ;  a lways
emphas i z ing  the  s t r eng th  and
impor tance  o f  the  a s semb ly .  I t
i s ,  above  a l l ,  a  s t rugg l e  i n
de fense  o f  t e r r i t o ry  and  i den t i t y ,
a s  a  demand  aga ins t  the
impos i t i on  o f  dea th  p ro j ec t s ”
(B i anche t to  2023 :  83 ) .
On  the  o the r  hand ,  t he  Canad ian
min ing  company  Vor t ex  Meta l s
has  been  l aunch ing  exp lo ra t i on
work  s i nce  l a s t  yea r  i n  two
ex i s t i ng  m in ing  concess i ons
l oca ted  i n  the  I s thmus  o f
Tehuantepec ,  i n  the
mun ic ipa l i t i e s  o f  San t i ago
As ta ta  and  San to  Domingo
Tehuantepec .  Th i s  company  w i l l
g r ea t l y  bene f i t  f r om the
cons t ruc t i on  o f  the  In t e rocean i c
Cor r i do r  o f  the  I s thmus  o f  

 

commun i t i e s  and  o rgan i za t i ons
have  imp l emented  t o  coun te rac t
the  con t inued  p lunde r ing  o f  the i r
na tu ra l  r e sou rces ,  t he i r  t e r r i t o r i e s
and  the i r  way  o f  l i f e .
Ana lyz ing  the  panorama  o f
m in ing  p lunde r  i n  the  s ta t e  o f
Oaxaca  un t i l  2023  goes  f a r
beyond  e l ec to ra l  pos i t i ons  i n  the
Mex i can  po l i t i ca l  s cene ;  a t  i t s
r oo t  l i e  t e r r i t o r i a l  d i sposses s i on ,
abuse  o f  power ,  r ep re s s i on ,
env i r onmenta l  po l l u t i on  and
damage  to  the  hea l th  o f  peop l e
a round  m in ing  p ro j ec t s ,  a s  we l l  a s
the  huge  p ro f i t s  f o r  the  owner s  o f
t ransna t i ona l  compan i e s  and
“na t i ona l ”  cap i t a l .
 We  take  a s  examp le  the  case  o f
the  Oco t l án  Va l l ey ,  whe re
con t inuous ly ,  p r e s iden t i a l  t e rm
af t e r  p r e s iden t i a l  t e rm  f rom
Fe l i pe  Ca lde rón  t o  the  cu r r en t
p re s iden t ,  t he  Canad ian  m in ing
company  Fo r tuna  S i l ve r  M ines  has
no t  s t opped  i t s  advance ,  wh i l e  a t
the  same  t ime  Go ld  Resou rce  has
con t inued  i t s  pa th  o f  expans i on
f rom San  José  de l  P rog reso  t o  San
Pedro  To to l apan .
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Tehuantepec  and  the  Deve l opment
Po l e s .
Bo th  compan i e s  have  r epea ted ly
to ld  the  gove rnments  i n  power
tha t  they  need  i n f ra s t ruc tu re ,
d i s c ip l i ne  p rog rams  f o r  the  poo r
ru ra l  popu la t i on ,  con t ro l  the
t e r r i t o ry  and  to  " en fo rce  the  ru l e
o f  l aw "  so  a s  no t  t o  s ca re  away
inves tment .
I n  th i s  con tex t ,  env i r onmenta l
j u s t i c e  i s  f a r  f r om be ing  p re sen t
in  the  S ta te  o f  Oaxaca ,  f i r s t l y  due
to  the  impun i ty  r e l a t ed  t o  the
murde r  o f  env i r onmenta l
de f ende r s ,  and  second ly ,  due  t o
pe r s i s t en t  m in ing  po l l u t i on .  The
mos t  r ecen t  cases  have  been  two
chemica l  sp i l l s  f r om the  M ine ra
Cuzca t l án  f ac i l i t i e s  (San  José  de l
P rog reso )  i n  Oc tobe r  2018  and
Ju ly  2020 ,  wh i ch  have  been
repea ted ly  denounced  by  the
inhab i tan t s  o f  the  a f f ec t ed
commun i t i e s .  Desp i t e  the
comp la in t s  and  ev idence  o f  the
se r i ous  damage  caused  t o  hea l th
and  the  env i ronment ,  Fo r tuna
S i l ve r  M ines  con t inues  t o  ope ra te
no rma l l y  i n  Oaxaca .  S ince  then ,
SEMARNAT has  s een  f ou r
d i f f e r en t  heads  o f  i t s  o f f i c e  pass
(among  them V íc to r  Manue l
To l edo ) ,  who  p romi sed  t o  do
jus t i c e  f o r  these  even t s ;  howeve r ,
t he  Canad ian  company  con t inues
i t s  uns toppab l e  expans i on .
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A M O N G  D E C E P T I O N  A N D  U N C E R T A I N T Y :

E X P E R I E N C E S  O F  S U F F E R I N G  A N D  I N J U S T I C E

B E C A U S E  O F  E X P O S U R E  T O  R A D I O A C T I V E  W A S T E

I N  T H E  P E R I P H E R Y  O F  T H E  M E X I C A N  M E T R O P O L I S

The  Rad ioac t i ve  Was te  S to rage  Cen te r  (CADER) ,  l o ca ted  i n

Temasca lapa ,  on  the  ou t sk i r t s  o f  the  Met ropo l i t an  Zone  o f  the

Va l l ey  o f  Mex i co ,  has  endange red  the  popu la t i on  o f  the  nea rby

a reas ,  who  day  t o  day  f ace  unce r ta in ty  r ega rd ing  the  poss ib l e

coun te rp roduc t i ve  e f f ec t s  t o  the i r  hea l th  and  the i r  immed ia t e

t e r r i t o ry ;  a s  we l l  a s  soc i o - t e r r i t o r i a l  s t i gmat i za t i on  by  l oca l

au tho r i t i e s  and  i nhab i tan t s  o f  o the r  su r round ing  a reas .  

The  r e s i s t ance  and  po l i t i ca l
ac t i on  tha t  advoca te  s topp ing  the
ha rmfu l  e f f ec t s  o f  CADER have
been  demob i l i z ed  and  f ragmented ,
p r even t ing  any  fu r the r  d i r ec t
i n f l uence  i n  the  dec i s i on -mak ing
o f  i t s  de f i n i t i ve  c l o su re .
CADER was  bu i l t  by  the  no  l onge r
ac t i ve  Na t i ona l  Nuc l ea r  Ene rgy
Commiss i on  (CNEN) .  To  bu i l d  the
Cente r ,  t h i s  agency  acqu i r ed  a
14 . 7 -hec ta re  p l o t  o f  l and  i n  the
mun ic ipa l i t y  o f  Temasca lapa ,
S ta t e  o f  Mex i co .  Th i s  f ac i l i t y  was
to  be  ope ra ted  by  the  Nat i ona l
In s t i t u t e  o f  Nuc l ea r  Resea rch ,  an
agency  tha t ,  i n  1993 ,  acqu i r ed  an
add i t i ona l  1 . 7  hec ta re s  f o r  i t s
expans i on .  The  cons t ruc t i on  o f
th i s  f ac i l i t y  

C e n t e r  f o r  R e s e a r c h  a n d  A d v a n c e d  S t u d i e s  i n  S o c i a l  A n t h r o p o l o g y ,  C I E S A S

O c c i d e n t e

Edgar  De lgado  Hernández

I n t e r c u l t u r a l  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  H i d a l g oOscar  Adán  Cast i l l o  Oropeza

came  to  cove r  the  demand  fo r
con f inement  o f  th i s  t ype  o f
mate r i a l ,  s i nce  p rov i s i ona l
s to rage  i n  T la lnepan t l a ,  S ta t e  o f
Mex i co ,  was  no t  su f f i c i en t ;  A l so ,
i n  1984 ,  i t  was  des igna ted  a s  the
idea l  s i t e  f o r  the  s to rage  o f
rad ioac t i ve ,  a  t i t l e  g i ven  t o  i t
because  o f  a  nuc l ea r  acc iden t  i n
Ch ihuahua  (CNNS 2021 ,  IN IN
1998) .
Th i s  work  d i s cusses  how  the
Sta te ,  t h rough  a  s t ra t egy  o f
decep t i on  and  i n s t i t u t i ona l
abandonment ,  pu t s  the  popu la t i on
l i v ing  i n  these  p l aces  a t  r i sk .
Eve ry  day ,  t hey  f ace  unce r ta in ty
rega rd ing  the  poss ib l e
coun te rp roduc t i ve  e f f ec t s  on  the i r
hea l th  and  the i r  immed ia t e
t e r r i t o ry ,  a s  we l l  a s  soc i o -
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 41mun ic ipa l  au tho r i t i e s  no r  the
inhab i tan t s  have  c l ea r
in fo rmat i on  abou t  the  r i sks  they
have  because  o f  exposu re  t o
po l l u t i on  by  rad ioac t i ve  was te .
S ince  the  e i gh t i e s ,  t h i s  has  l ed
to  va r i ous  po l i t i ca l  ac t i ons ,  such
as  ne ighborhood  mee t ings ,
demands  t o  the  r e l evan t
in s t i t u t i ons ,  b l ockades  and
pro te s t s  demand ing  the
pe r fo rmance  o f  med i ca l  s tud i e s
to  con f i rm  the  hea l th  e f f ec t s
su f f e r ed  by  these  two  l oca l i t i e s .
I nhab i tan t s  a r e  s eek ing
CADER ’ s ,  de func t  and  r e l oca t i on
as  we l l  a s  compensa t i on  f o r
damages .

t e r r i t o r i a l  s t i gmat i za t i on  by  l oca l
au tho r i t i e s  and  i nhab i tan t s  o f
o the r  nea rby  spaces .  F ina l l y ,  i t
ana lyzes  how  r e s i s tance  and
po l i t i ca l  ac t i on  a re  demob i l i z ed
and  f ragmented ,  p r even t ing  any
fu r the r  d i r ec t  i n f l uence  i n  the
dec i s i on -mak ing  o f  i t s  de f i n i t i ve
c l o su re .  To  do  so ,  s em i - s t ruc tu red
in te rv i ews  w i th  key  i n fo rmants ,
f i e l d  i nves t i ga t i on  and
obse rva t i ons ,  newspape r  a r t i c l e s
and  geograph i c  i n fo rmat i on
sys t ems  a re  u sed .
CADAR i s  l o ca ted  be tween  the
towns  o f  San ta  Mar í a  Maqu ixco
and  San  Juan  Teaca l co ,
Temasca lapa ,  S ta t e  o f  Mex i co .
The  r eason ing  g i ven  t o  the
popu la t i on  o f  these  commun i t i e s
fo r  the  p l acement  o f  th i s  c en te r
by  the  o f f i c i a l  au tho r i t i e s  was
tha t  th i s  p l ace  wou ld  be  a  f ac to ry
and  tha t  th i s  supposed
es tab l i shment  wou ld  b r ing  j obs  t o
commun i t i e s ;  a l so  tha t  s choo l s
and  o the r  s e rv i ce s  f o r  the
commun i ty  wou ld  be  bu i l t .  As ide
f rom these  i r r egu la r i t i e s ,  f ede ra l
r egu la t i ons  i nd i ca te  tha t  “ the re
shou ld  no t  be  a r eas  w i th  na tu ra l
r e sou rces  [ . . . ]  and  a reas  o f
unde rg round  wate r ”  (SENER 1997 :
4 )  i n  the  a r ea  where  CADAR i s
l oca ted .  Howeve r ,  t h i s
e s tab l i shment  i s  l o ca ted  d i r ec t l y
above  the  Cuau t i t l án -Pachuca
aqu i f e r ,  wh i ch  pu t s  th i s  wa te r
e l ement  a t  r i sk  o f  con tamina t i on .
The  p romi ses  and  l i e s  have
c rea ted  a  s cena r i o  o f  p ro found
unce r ta in ty  whe re  ne i the r  the  
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-  CNSNS (2021 ) .  Acc iden t  due  t o
con tamina t i on  w i th  Coba l t -60 ,
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T H E  3 0 X 3 0  A G E N D A :  J U S T  M A R I N E

C O N S E R V A T I O N  I M A G I N A R I E S ?

Yvonne Kunz

Hea l thy  oceans  p l ay  a  c ruc i a l  r o l e  i n  p re se rv ing  b i od ive r s i t y  a s

we l l  a s  i n  the  s t rugg l e  aga ins t  c l imate  change .  To  gua ran tee  th i s

hea l th ,  t he  i n t e rna t i ona l  commun i ty  has  commi t t ed  t o  i nc reas ing

and  en la rg ing  so -ca l l ed  mar ine  p ro tec ted  a reas  (MPAs) .  I n

December  2022 ,  t he  UN B iod ive r s i t y  Con fe rence  COP15  he ld  i n

Mont rea l  came  to  an  end  w i th  the  l andmark  ag reement  t o  pu t

30%  o f  the  p l ane t ,  hence  a l so  30%  o f  the  oceans  unde r  p ro tec t i on

by  2030  ( the  so  ca l l ed  30x30  agenda) ,  me t  l i t t l e  r e s i s tance .  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  H a m b u r g  /  R o y a l  N e t h e r l a n d s  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a n

a n d  C a r i b b e a n  S t u d i e s

Yet  the  e f f ec t i veness  o f  these
a reas  r ega rd ing  bo th  na tu re
conse rva t i on  and  c l imate  change
adapta t i on  has  been  s t rong ly
con tes t ed .  Zooming  i n to  case
s tud i e s  i n  Indones i a  and  the
Car ibbean ,  I  d i s en tang l e  t ens i ons
be tween  the  i n t e rna t i ona l  l eve l
imag ina r i e s  o f  mar ine  p ro t ec t ed
a reas  and  what  they  a re  capab l e
o f  ach i ev ing  on  the  l oca l  l eve l .  
I  depa r t  f r om the  a s sumpt i on  tha t
dominan t  ways  o f  imag in ing
ocean  conse rva t i on  a re  de tached
f rom cu l tu ra l ,  s oc i a l ,  and  po l i t i ca l
mean ings  o f  the  env i ronment  and
c l imate .  The  dominan t  way  o f
imag ing  so lu t i ons  l eads  t o  MPAs
as  the  ma in  a rea -based  t oo l  wh i l e
the  de tachment  f r om l oca l  ways
o f  know ing  the  ocean  cha l l enges
the  succes s  o f  MPAs .  App ly ing
the  l ens  o f  gove rnmenta l i t y  t o  
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mar ine  p ro t ec t ed  a reas  i n  the
con tex t  o f  the  30x30  agenda ,  I
a im  to  unde r s tand  what
know ledge  r eg imes  de f i ne
p rob l ems ,  how  so lu t i ons  a r e
f ramed  acco rd ing ly  and  how  they
become  the  accep ted  t ru th
f raming  p rac t i c e s .  To  make
max imum use  o f  compara t i ve
in fo rmat i on ,  one  MPA in
Indones i a  (Bunaken  Mar ine  Pa rk )
and  one  i n  the  Car ibbean  (Bona i r e
Nat i ona l  Mar ine  Pa rk )  we re
s tud i ed ,  wh i ch  were  e s tab l i shed
be fo re  c l imate  change  shaped  the
po l i cy  agenda .  One  s i t e  pe r  r eg i on
i s  cu r r en t l y  be ing  se t  up  (Aruba
and  Lease ) ,  t ak ing  i n to
cons ide ra t i on  c l imate  change
(Kunz  i n  r ev i ew) .  
The  ana ly s i s  a ims  t o  unde r s tand
how ocean  gove rnance  can  be
more  r e spons ive  t o  cu r r en t
cha l l enges  such  a s  c l imate  change  
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 41r ecogn i t i on  d imens i on ,  o f t en  i t  i s
no t  the  con tex tua l  know ledge
tha t  s eems  to  be  o f  h ighes t  va lue ,
bu t  know ledge  gene ra ted  by
ex te rna l  “ expe r t s ” ,  o f t en
sc i en t i s t s  and  consu l t ancy  f i rms .  
The  30x30  agenda  pushes  MPAs
as  the  ( imag ined )  so lu t i on
towards  b i od ive r s i t y  l o s s  and
more  r ecen t l y  a s  a  r e sponse  t o
c l imate  change  m i t i ga t i on  and
adapta t i on .  Cu r r en t l y ,  mar ine
p ro tec t ed  a reas  a r e  ex t r eme ly
cha l l enged  i n  the i r  v i ab i l i t y ,
wh i l e  s t rugg l i ng  t o  p ro t ec t
b i od ive r s i t y  and  i nco rpo ra te
c l imate  change  a spec t s  i n to  the i r
des ign .  B i od ive r s i t y  p ro t ec t i on
wou ld  a l so  mean  be ing  ab l e  t o
con t ro l  wha t  i s  happen ing  nex t  t o
the  boundar i e s :  i n f ra s t ruc tu ra l
deve l opment  on  l and ,  was tewate r
t r ea tment ,  c ru i s e  sh ip s  ac t i v i t i e s ,
and  o the r  a spec t s  o f  l and
impac t ing  the  mar ine  ecosys t em .
In  t e rms  o f  c l imate  change ,  s o
fa r ,  mos t  pa r t i c i pan t s  i n  cha rge
o f  des ign ing  o r  manag ing  MPAs
do  no t  ye t  know how to
inco rpo ra te  the  t op i c  i n to  the
des ign .  The  v i ab i l i t y  o f  MPAs
does  no t  i nc rease  e i the r ,  when
br ing ing  j u s t i c e  a spec t s  i n to  the
deba te .

and  spec i e s  l o s s ,  bu t  t o  a l so  t ake
soc i e ta l  pa r t i c i pan t s  and  the i r
wor ld s  i n to  cons ide ra t i on .  Th i s
a l so  a l l ows  us  t o  cons ide r
ques t i ons  abou t  env i ronmenta l
j u s t i c e .  U t i l i z i ng  the  t r i pa r t i t e
approach  to  env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e
(Kunz  and  He in  2023) ,  changes  i n
acces s  t o  mar ine  r e sou rces  f o r
i nhab i tan t s  l i v i ng  ad jacen t  t o  the
MPAs  a re  obv ious .  I t  i s  o f t en  the
peop l e  w i th  l e s s  power  who  a re
re s t r i c t ed  f r om acces s ,  wh i l e
those  i n  power  a r e  ab l e  t o  bene f i t .
The  p rocedura l  d imens i on  shows
tha t  i t  i s  o f t en  pa r t i c i pan t s
ex te rna l  t o  the  con tex tua l  s e t t i ng
a re  i n  cha rge  o f  des ign ing  MPAs .
The  des ign  de te rm ines  the  ou te r
boundar i e s  o f  the  MPAs  and  how
the  zon ing  w i th in  the  MPAs  i s
i n fo rmed  and  dec ided  on .  O f t en ,
these  dec i s i ons  a r e  a l l eged ly
b io l og i ca l  o r  e co l og i ca l  a im ing  t o
cons ide r  consequences  o f  c l imate
change .  I n  the  s tudy  cases ,  i t  was
cha l l eng ing  and  a lmos t  imposs ib l e
to  ga the r  i n fo rmat i on  on  what  the
dec i s i ons  we re  based  on .  The
Lease  MPA was  an  excep t i on  i n
many  r ega rds .  He re ,  t he  dec i s i ons
were  t aken  a f t e r  s t akeho lde r s ,
e spec i a l l y  cus tomary  l eade r s ,
we re  p rov ided  w i th  the
oppor tun i ty  t o  con t r i bu te  t o  the
zon ing  des ign .  Conce rn ing  the
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S A N D S  O F  V I O L E N C E ?  R I V E R  S E D I M E N T

E X T R A C T I O N  A N D  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  J U S T I C E

Afte r  wa te r ,  s and  i s  now  the  s econd  mos t  u sed  na tu ra l

r e sou rce  i n  the  wor ld ,  and  i t s  ex t rac t i on  has  been  exponen t i a l

s i nce  the  1950s .  The  ex t rac t i on  o f  r i ve r  s ed iment s  ( sand ,

c l ay ,  g rave l  and  sma l l  r i ve r  s t ones )  —those  f ound  i n  bod i e s  o f

wate r—  con t r i bu te s  g rea t l y  t o  the  so -ca l l ed  “ sand ”  i ndus t ry

in  Mex i co .  Th i s  ex t rac t i on  t oday  p re sen t s  cha rac te r i s t i c s  tha t

pu t  env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e  a t  s t ake  by  p re sen t ing  no tab l e

s i tua t i ons  o f  v i o l ence .

Based  on  a  r ev i ew  o f
i n t e rna t i ona l  l i t e ra tu re  and  f i e l d
work  i n  the  Usumac in ta  R ive r
bas in ,  t he  r e sea rch  addres ses  the
s i tua t i on  su r round ing  v i o l ence
re l a t ed  t o  “ r i ve r  sand  m in ing ”
( sand  m in ing )  i n  con t ras t  t o  the
Mex i can  case ,  f o r  wh i ch  the re  i s
l i t t l e  pub l i shed  l i t e ra tu re .  The
t ransboundary  bas in  o f  the
Usumac in ta  R ive r  (Gua tema la -
Mex i co )  i s  c ro s sed  by  the  l a rges t
r i ve r  i n  Mex i co  and  Cen t ra l
Amer i ca  and  numerous
t r i bu ta r i e s ,  wh i ch  means  an
abundance  o f  s ed iment s  no t
in t e r rup ted  by  dams  on  the
Mex i can  s i de  i s  p r e sen t .
The  l i t e ra tu re  pub l i shed  i n  As ia
po in t s  t o  a  s cena r i o  o f  v i o l ence
tha t  can  be  g rouped  i n to  two  

b road  ca tego r i e s :  t he  ex t rac t i on
o f  r i ve r  s ed iment s  wh i ch
i l l u s t ra t e s  a  s e r i e s  o f  workp lace
v io l ence  and  env i ronmenta l
i n ju s t i c e s  l i nked  t o  the  l ack  o f
r egu la t i on  and  con t ro l  o f  the
ac t i v i t y .  I t  p r e sen t s  h igh  r i sks
due  t o  the  l ack  o f  p ro t ec t i on  f o r
worke r s ,  t he  absence  o f  med i ca l
s e rv i ce s  and  bas i c
in f ra s t ruc tu re ,  t he  l oca t i on  o f
ac t i v i t i e s  i n  r emote  a r eas  and
the  p redominance  o f  i n fo rma l i t y :
consequen t l y ,  a cc iden t s  i n  the
p roces s  and  i n  t r anspo r ta t i on
a re  numerous .  I n  the  case  o f
Usumac in ta ,  d i ve r s  a r e  the  mos t
vu lne rab l e  t o  the  r i sk  o f
d rown ing ,  s i nce  they  work
w i thou t  any  p ro tec t i on  and
w i thou t  equ ipment .  I n  Apr i l  
 

Ed i th  Kauffer

C e n t e r  f o r  R e s e a r c h  a n d  A d v a n c e d  S t u d i e s  i n  A n t h r o p o l o g y ,  C I E S A S  S u r e s t e
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2023 ,  The  Sou th  As ia  Ne twork  on
Dams ,  R ive r s  and  Peop l e  r epo r t ed
261  dea ths  i n  Ind ia  i n  e l even
months .  Among  these  workp lace
v io l ence  cases  a r e  hea l th  e f f ec t s
caused  by  l abo r  exp lo i t a t i on .
Among  the  r ea l i t i e s  o f  v i o l ence
a re  the  sand  maf i a s  tha t  commi t
va r i ous  c r imes  i n  Ind ia  and  o the r
coun t r i e s  (To r r e s  e t  a l .  2017 ) .
These  a r e  made  up  o f  ne tworks  o f
po l i t i c i ans  l i nked  t o  compan i e s
o rgan i zed  a round  i l l ega l ,
un l i c ensed ,  o r  un regu la t ed  l a rge -
sca l e  ex t rac t i on .  Fo r  examp le ,  i n
June  2019 ,  an  env i ronmenta l
ac t i v i s t  was  murde red  i n  the
Usumac in ta  R ive r  bas in  and  h i s
pe rpe t ra to r s  l e f t  wr i t t en  ev idence
tha t  he  was  k i l l ed  because  o f  h i s
comp la in t s  abou t  i l l ega l  sand
ex t rac t i on .
Compared  t o  the  s i t ua t i on  i n
o the r  coun t r i e s ,  t he  Usumac in ta
R ive r  bas in  has  so  f a r  shown  a
l ow  l eve l  o f  v i o l ence .  Howeve r ,
con f l i c t s  we  obse rved  du r ing
f i e l dwork  be tween  2018  and  2023
are  on  the  r i s e  due  t o  two  

s i t ua t i ons  based  on  c l ea r  
env i ronmenta l  i n ju s t i c e s .
The  f i r s t  i s  the  cons t ruc t i on  o f
the  Mayan  Tra in ,  one  o f  the
ma in  i n f ra s t ruc tu re  p ro j ec t s  o f
the  2018 -2024  p re s iden t i a l  t e rm .
In  f ac t ,  t h i s  p ro j ec t  r equ i r e s
sand  f r om va r i ous  sou rces  and
one  o f  these  i s  the  l ower  bed  o f
the  Usumac in ta  R ive r .  Th i s  has
imp l i ed  a  r ea r rangement  o f
pa r t i c i pan t s ,  t he  en t ry  o f
na t i ona l  and  f o r e ign  compan i e s ,
and  a  r eo rgan i za t i on  o f  the
fo rms  o f  co rpo ra t i sm  as soc i a t ed
w i th  t r anspo r ta t i on  tha t  have
d i s rup ted  l oca l  ex t rac t i on
scenar i o s .  
The  s econd  a l l ows  us  t o  s ta t e
tha t  the  emergence  o f  con f l i c t s
t ends  t o  appea r  when  the re  i s
compet i t i on  be tween  the
p resence  o f  compan i e s  and
ar t i sans ;  because  the  f o rmer
en te r  w i thou t  cons ide ra t i on  f o r
the  p rev i ous l y  ex i s t i ng  a r t i sana l
work ,  a r t i cu l a t ed  w i th  power
ne tworks ,  s omet imes  i n
cond i t i ons  aga ins t  the  l aw
impos ing  themse lves  on  the
l a t t e r ,  b ecause  o f  un favo rab l e
soc i a l ,  po l i t i ca l  and  economic
cond i t i ons .
Bo th  s i t ua t i ons  have
exace rba ted  t ens i ons  i n  the
Usumac in ta  R ive r  bas in :  t he
re su l t s  o f  the  r e sea rch
demons t ra t e  tha t  the  Mex i can
regu la to ry  f r amework  i s
i nadequa te ,  i ne f f ec t i ve  and
ine f f i c i en t ,  r e i n fo rc ing  
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-  Kau f f e r ,  E .  ( 2021 ) .  Hydroex t rac t i v i sm
in  the  Usumac in ta  bas in :  be tween
t ransboundary  dynamics  and  bo rde r
d i f f e r en t i a t i ons .  Trace  80 ,  171 .
h t tps : / /do i . o rg / 10 . 22134 / t race . 80 . 2021 . 7
92
-  To r r e s ,  A .  e t  a l .  (2017 ) .  "A  l ooming
t ragedy  o f  the  sand  commons . "  Sc i ence
357 . 6355  (2017 ) :  970-971
-  Sou th  As ia  Ne twork  on  Dams ,  R ive r s
and  Peop l e  (2023) .  2023  R ive rbed
Min ing  Ind ia :  261  dea ths  i n  v i o l ence  &
acc iden t s  i n  1 1  months .
ht tps : / / sandrp . i n /2023 /04 /04 /2023-
r i ve rbed -min ing - ind ia -261 -dea ths - in -
v i o l ence -acc iden t s - i n - 1 1 -months

i n equa l i t i e s  and  encourag ing  p re -
ex i s t i ng  env i ronmenta l  i n ju s t i c e s
due  t o  the  i nc rease  i n  i ndus t r i a l
ex t rac t i ons  tha t  a f f ec t  r i ve r s i de
popu la t i ons  i n  t e rms  o f
env i ronmenta l  impac t s .
Today ,  t he  i nvo lvement  o f
o rgan i zed  c r ime  i n  sand
ex t rac t i on  i n  Mex i co  poses  a
ma jo r  th rea t  t o  env i ronmenta l
j u s t i c e .  What  the  fu tu re  i s  l i ke l y
to  ho ld  i s  an  i nc rease  i n  v i o l ence
assoc i a t ed  w i th  the  mu l t i p l e
e f f ec t s  o f  hyd roex t rac t i v i sm
(Kauf f e r  2021 )  o f  r i ve r  s ed iment s .
S ince  Sep tember  2023 ,  pa r t  o f  the
Usumac in ta  R ive r  bas in  has  been
con t ro l l ed  by  o rgan i zed  c r ime
groups ,  a  s i t ua t i on  tha t  adds  t o
the  ment i oned  v i o l ence
fo re shadow ing  a  comp lex  s cena r i o
in  t e rms  o f  env i ronmenta l
( i n ) j u s t i c e s .

B ib l i ograph ic  references
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T H E  A R T I C U L A T I O N  O F  M E G A P R O J E C T S

W I T H  T H E  M A Y A N  T R A I N :  A N  E P I S T E M I C

I N J U S T I C E  A N A L Y S I S

Ivet Reyes Maturano, Jazmín Sánchez Arceo y Ariana Escalante Kantún

The  sou th - sou theas t  o f  Mex i co  has  been  a  hub  tha t  has  been

a t t rac t i ng  more  and  more  a t t en t i on  i n  na t i ona l  and

in te rna t i ona l  e conomic  dynamics .  Th i s  s i t ua t i on  i s  pu t t i ng  the

b iocu l tu ra l  wea l th  o f  the  r eg i on  i n  j eopa rdy ,  w i th  a  s t r ong

component  o f  i nd igenous  g roups ,  who  have  t r i ed  t o  ma in ta in

the i r  ances t ra l  r e l a t i onsh ip  w i th  the  b i od ive r s i t y  o f  the

ecosys t ems  they  i nhab i t ;  no t  on ly  ma in ta in ing  them bu t  a l so

t rans fo rm ing  them th rough  wor ldv i ews  tha t  cons ide r  a

r e spec t fu l  u se  o f  na tu ra l  r e sou rces  (Esca lan te  Kantún  e t  a l .

2022) .

Y u c a t á n  A r t i c u l a t i o n

Under  the  López  Obrado r
admin i s t ra t i on ,  t h i s  a r ea  i s
unde rgo ing  a  tu rbu l en t  t e r r i t o r i a l
t r ans fo rmat i on  due  t o  the  rap id
and  unusua l  conve rgence  o f
va r i ous  l a rge - sca l e  pub l i c  cap i t a l
i n f ra s t ruc tu re  p ro j ec t s ,  such  a s
the  O lmeca  Re f ine ry  ( i n  Dos
Bocas ,  Tabasco ) ,  t he  In t e rocean i c
Cor r i do r  ( i n  the  I s thmus  o f
Tehuantepec ,  be tween  Verac ruz
and  Oaxaca )  and  the  so -ca l l ed
Mayan  Tra in  ( i n  Ch iapas ,
Tabasco  and  the  Yuca tan
Pen insu la ) ,  t he se  p ro j ec t s  a r e  
l i nked  t oge the r  a s  we l l  a s  w i th  

o the r  p r i va te  cap i t a l  p ro j ec t s
tha t  have  been  deve l oped  s ince
p rev i ous  admin i s t ra t i ons .
P r imar i l y ,  i n  the  Yuca tan
Pen insu la ,  t he  Mayan  Tra in  i s
ca ta l yz ing  and  conso l i da t ing ,  i n
an  uncon t ro l l ed  manner ,
i nves tment s  r e l a t ed  t o
ag r ibus ines s  —wh ich  i nc lude  l a rge
a reas  o f  monocu l tu re s ,  pou l t ry  and
p ig  f a rms— ,  t o  the  mass i ve
deve l opment  o f  t ou r i sm- rea l
e s ta t e  and  ene rgy  p ro j ec t s ,  wh i ch
comb ine  gas  p ipe l i ne s  and
e l ec t r i c i t y  gene ra t ing  p l an t s  w i th
fos s i l  f ue l s  and  r enewab l e  ene rgy  

Rodrigo T. Patiño Díaz

Y u c a t á n  A r t i c u l a t i o n  /  C I N V E S T A V  -  M e r i d a  U n i t  A r t i c u l a t i o n
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sou rces ,  such  a s  pho tovo l t a i c  and
w ind  f a rms ,  among  o the r s
(Sánchez  Arceo  e t  a l .  2023) .
Consequen t l y ,  con f l i c t s  a r i s e  f r om
these  t r ans fo rmat i ons ,  due  t o  the
f ragmented  v i s i on  o f  the  impac t s  
o f  va r i ous  p ro j ec t s  tha t  conve rge
syne rg i s t i ca l l y  and  cumu la t i ve l y
in  the  r eg i on ,  b l u r r i ng  the
te r r i t o r i a l  r epe rcuss i ons  th rough
dec i s i on -mak ing  p roces ses
cha rac te r i z ed  by  a  l ack  o f
t ranspa rency  and  a  ve r t i ca l  and
ex te rna l  p r edominance .  As  a  t oo l
t o  b roaden  the  f r amework  o f
env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e ,  based  on
the  no t i on  o f  ep i s t emic  i n ju s t i c e ,
we  p ropose  t o  i den t i f y  imba lances
in  the  r ecogn i t i on  o f  f o rms  o f
know ledge  and  pa r t i c i pa t i on
among  the  d i ve r s i t y  o f
pa r t i c i pan t s  tha t  a r e  i n t e rwoven
in  th i s  deve l opmenta l  con tex t .
Ep i s t emic  i n ju s t i c e  i s  conce ived
f rom ph i l o sophy  as  i nvo lun ta ry
d i s c r im ina t i on ,  wh i ch  may  we l l  be
pe r sona l ,  bu t  a l so  s t ruc tu ra l  and
po l i t i ca l  (F r i cke r  2021 ) .  Two
types  o f  env i r onmenta l  i n ju s t i c e  
 

a r e  d i s t i ngu i shed :  a  d i r ec t  one ,
ca l l ed  t e s t imon ia l  i n ju s t i c e ,
wh i ch  comes  f r om p re jud i ce s
towards  a  speake r  who  i s
unde rva lued  o r  pe rce i ved  a s
in f e r i o r ;  t he  o the r ,  i nd i r ec t ,
ca l l ed  he rmeneu t i ca l  i n ju s t i c e ,
whe re  the  speake r  f i nds
themse lves  i n  a  con tex t  o f
i nequa l i t y  and  d i sadvantage ,
bo th  t o  unde r s tand  and  to  make
o the r  peop l e  unde r s tand  th i s
same  d i sadvantage .
Among  the  t e s t imon ia l  i n ju s t i c e s
iden t i f i ed  a s  a  r e su l t  o f  the
Mayan  Tra in  P ro j ec t  i s ,  t he  l ack
o f  r ecogn i t i on  o f  the  s e l f -
de te rm ina t i on  o f  i nd igenous
peop l e s ,  a  commi tment  tha t
Mex i co  has  had  s ince  i t s
ra t i f i ca t i on  i n  1990  th rough
agreement  169  o f  the
In te rna t i ona l  Labo r
Organ i za t i on .  We  can  a l so  add
the  l ack  o f  pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f  l o ca l
pa r t i c i pan t s  i n  the  p l ann ing  o f
the  p ro j ec t  and  an  absence  o f
pub l i c  pa r t i c i pa t i on  mechan i sms ,
a s  we l l  a s  a  l ack  o f  a t t en t i on  t o
c i t i z en  comp la in t s  aga ins t  the
Mayan  Tra in ,  whe the r  pub l i c  o r
l ega l ,  wh i ch  caused  a t tacks  by
the  au tho r i t i e s  o r  we re  s imp ly
igno red .
As  pa r t  o f  the  he rmeneu t i ca l
i n ju s t i c e s  tha t  can  be  po in t ed
ou t ,  one  ou t s tand ing  expe r i ence
i s  the  i nequa l i t y  o f  d i a l ogue
dur ing  the  Ind igenous
Consu l t a t i on  p roces s  ca r r i ed  ou t
in  j u s t  one  month ,  a t  the  end  o f
2019 ,  acco rd ing  t o  the  r epo r t  o f  
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-  E sca lan te  Kantún ,  A . ,  Sánchez  Arceo ,
J . ,  Reyes  Matu rano ,  I . ,  and  Pa t iño  D íaz ,
R .  ( 2022)
Ene rgy  t rans i t i on  f o r  La t in  Amer i ca?
The  de fense  o f  the  t e r r i t o ry  aga ins t
the  m i rages  o f  g l oba l  megapro j ec t s .
Car ibbean  D ia l ogues ,  2 :  4 1 -46 .
-  F r i cke r ,  M .  ( 2021 )
Evo lv ing  concep t s  o f  ep i s t emic
in jus t i c e .  The  Towers  o f  Lucca  10 ( 19 ) :
97 - 103 .
-  Sánchez  Arceo ,  J . ,  Pa t i ño ,  R . ,  Reyes
Matu rano ,  I . ,  and  Mungu ía ,  A .  ( 2023) .
S t ra t eg i c  Env i ronmenta l  Asses sment ,  a
too l  f o r  the  co l l e c t i ve  cons t ruc t i on  o f
a  sus ta inab l e  and  f a i r  f u tu re  i n
sou theas te rn  Mex i co .  I n :  E .  Mar t í nez
Romero ,  G .  Gaspa re l l o ,  M .  A .  D í az
Pe re ra  ( coo rds . ) ,  Mayan  t e r r i t o r i e s  i n
the  pa th  o f  the  t r a in :  f o r e seeab l e  r i sks
and  i ndependen t  pos i t i ons  on  the
Mayan  Tra in .  Vo lume  I .
Mex ico  C i ty :  Unde rg round  Ed i t i ons .

the  Un i t ed  Nat i ons  H igh
Commiss i one r  f o r  Human  R igh t s
in  Mex i co .  Howeve r ,  i n  gene ra l ,  a
l ack  o f  mechan i sms  needed  to
sha re  accu ra te  i n fo rmat i on  w i th
the  l oca l  pub l i c ,  a s  we l l  a s  t o
l i s t en  t o  pub l i c  vo i ce s ,  can  be
no ted ,  a l ong  w i th  a  l ack  o f  soc i a l
o rgan i za t i on  s t ruc tu re s  and  l oca l
democra t i c  mechan i sms  f o r
dec i s i on -mak ing .
I n  conc lus i on ,  i t  i s  impor tan t  t o
r ecogn i ze  how  a  be t t e r
d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  know ledge ,
t e s t imon ia l  and  commun ica t i on
ab i l i t i e s  based  on  pe r sona l
expe r i ences  can  l ead  t o  a
s t r eng then ing  o f  t e r r i t o r i e s .  I t  i s
the re fo re  sugges ted  t o  deve l op
and  s t r eng then  the  mechan i sms  o f
co l l e c t i ve  o rgan i za t i on  and
c i t i z en  pa r t i c i pa t i on  tha t  a l l ow
typ i ca l l y  d i s c r im ina ted  s ec to r s  t o
have  a  vo i ce  i n  the  dec i s i on -
mak ing  o f  the  t e r r i t o r i e s  they
inhab i t .
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B L A C K  W A T E R  A N D  C R I M E :  T H E  D I L E M M A S  O F

F I S H E R M E N  I N  T H E  I S T H M U S  O F  C H I A P A S

The  l agoon  sys t em o f  the  I s thmus -Coas t  o f  Ch iapas  i s  made  up

o f  a  ne twork  o f  e s tua r i e s ,  cana l s  and  p l a in s ,  whe re  one  ca l l ed

the  Dead  Sea  s tands  ou t ,  a  60  km l ong  l agoon  tha t  i s

d i s t r i bu ted  be tween  Ch iapas  and  Oaxaca .  Th i s  has  been  the

c rad l e  o f  dozens  o f  gene ra t i ons  o f  a r t i sana l  f i she rmen ,

r ep re sen ta t i ve s  o f  a  l i f e s ty l e  c l o se l y  l i nked  t o  the  s ea ,  whe re

they  have  f ound  the i r  l i v e l i hood ,  and  th rough  wh i ch  have  bu i l t

the i r  i den t i t y .

Du r ing  the  1970s ,  t he  r eg i on  was
the  t a rge t  o f  gove rnment
incen t i ves  f o r  f i sh ing  p roduc t i on
(A lca l á  1999) .  These  i n i t i a l l y
i nc reased  f i sh ing  e f f o r t s  caus ing
unpreceden ted  economic  bene f i t s ;
c r ea t ing  the  cond i t i ons  f o r  the
accumu la t i on  o f  s i gn i f i can t  l o ca l
cap i t a l  and  f o r  the  open ing  o f
commerc i a l  connec t i ons  w i th
va r i ous  r eg i ons  o f  the  coun t ry ,
wh i ch ,  a s  a  who l e ,  t r ans l a t ed  i n to
improvements  i n  the  qua l i t y  o f
l i f e  o f  many  fami l i e s .  The
economic  boom s t imu la t ed
mig ra to ry  p roces ses  tha t  had  an
impac t  on  popu la t i on  g rowth  f o r
bo th  the  f i she r i e s  and  the
mun ic ipa l  cap i t a l s .
Bu t  the  t r ans fo rmat i on  o f  f i sh ing ,
based  ma in ly  on  the  i n t roduc t i on
o f  new  t echno log i e s  and  on  the  

r eo rgan i za t i on  o f  work  th rough
the  c r ea t i on  o f  coope ra t i ve
soc i e t i e s ,  had ,  a t  the  same  t ime ,  a  
nega t i ve  impac t  on  the
re l a t i onsh ip  o f  the  coas ta l
f i she rman  w i th  the i r  e co l og i ca l
env i ronment .  The  i n f l uence  o f  the
new  pub l i c  po l i c i e s ,  a imed  a t
expand ing  f i sh ing  marke t s ,  a s
we l l  a s  the  a r r i va l  o f  new
par t i c i pan t s  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  na tu ra l
r e sou rces ,  meant  a  p roces s  o f  r e -
t e r r i t o r i a l i za t i on ,  wh i ch  d i sp l aced
many  o f  the  ve rnacu la r  l og i c s
and  p rac t i c e s  (Ramos  2023) .  I n
th i s  way ,  by  be ing  r educed  t o
func t i on ing  a s  a  space  f o r
economic  compet i t i on ,  t he  s ea
l o s t  some  o f  i t s  mos t  impor tan t
h i s to r i ca l  s oc i a l  f unc t i ons ,  such
as  p romot ing  the  o rgan i za t i on  o f
work  and  the  r e in fo rcement  o f  

Roge l i o  Josue  Ramos  Torres

C e n t e r  f o r  R e s e a r c h  a n d  A d v a n c e d  S t u d i e s  i n  A n t h r o p o l o g y ,  C I E S A S  S u r e s t e

68RETURN



 4169

r ec ip roca l  r e l a t i ons .
The  e f f ec t s  o f  th i s  p roces s  we re
soon  v i s i b l e  th rough  the
de te r i o ra t i on  o f  e cosys t ems ,
whe re  the  ex i s t i ng  aqua t i c
connec t i ons  be tween  r i ve r s ,
we t l ands ,  e s tua r i e s  and  the  s ea  
bo re  the  b run t  o f  the  p rob l em .
Th i s ,  i n  tu rn ,  caused  the  dec l i ne
o f  the  mos t  p ro f i t ab l e  spec i e s ,
t hus  i n t ens i f y ing  the  race  f o r
f i sh ing ,  and  ra i s i ng  i n t e rna l
con f l i c t s ,  wh i ch  g radua l l y  t o r e
apa r t  the  soc i a l  f ab r i c ,  and
s t ra t i f i ed  the  popu la t i ons  by
marg ina l i z i ng  l a rge  s ec to r s .  I n
add i t i on  t o  th i s ,  t he  f a i l u r e  o f
the  s ta t e  p ro j ec t ,  v i s i b l e  i n  the
ine f f ec t i veness  o f  the
coope ra t i ve s ,  c r ea ted  a  s e r i e s  o f
v i ce s ,  i l l ega l  p rac t i c e s  and
ne tworks  o f  comp l i c i t y
a r t i cu l a t ed  a round  the
commerc i a l  and  po l i t i ca l
s t ruc tu re s  o f  f i sh ing ,  wh i ch  s i nce
tha t  t ime  have  no t  ceased  t o
evo lve .
Around  twenty  yea r s  ago ,  t he
comb ina t i on  o f  these  t ypes  o f
f ac to r s  c r ea ted  the  cond i t i ons  f o r
the  emergence  o f  human
t ra f f i ck ing  and  d rug  t ra f f i ck ing
ne tworks  l i nked  t o  va r i ous
o rgan i za t i ons  i n  Cen t ra l  and
South  Amer i ca .  Wi th  the  s ea  a s
the i r  ma in  means  o f
t ranspo r ta t i on ,  t hese  c r im ina l
f o r ces  f ound  i n  impove r i shed
coas ta l  f i she rmen  an  e f f i c i en t
and  expendab l e  work fo rce .  The
la t t e r ,  f o r  the i r  pa r t ,  f ound  i n  

th i s  t ype  o f  ac t i v i t y  a  way  o f
ove rcoming  the  f i sh ing  c r i s i s .
As  a  r e su l t  o f  these  approaches ,
c r im ina l  ne tworks  and  the
v io l ence  a s soc i a t ed  w i th  them
have  p ro l i f e ra t ed  i n  the  I s thmus
a rea  p r imar i l y  a round  the  Dead
Sea ,  u s ing  f i sh ing  a s  a  f r on t  
and  the  f i she rman  as  ba i t  o r
cannon  f odde r .  The  p rox im i ty
be tween  f i she rmen  and
c r im ina l s ,  howeve r ,  has  been
dec i s i ve l y  f avo red  by  the
de te r i o ra t i on  o f  the  l agoon
sys tems ,  caused  t oday  a l so  by
the  chao t i c  g rowth  o f  the  u rban
cen te r s  o f  the  r eg i on  wh i ch ,
g i ven  the  i ne f f ec t i veness  o f  the
regu la to ry  f r ameworks ,  dump
la rge  quan t i t i e s  o f  r e s i dua l
d i s cha rges  i n to  the  r i ve r s  tha t
f l ow  in to  the  e s tua r i e s  whe re  the
f i she rmen  f i sh .
I n  th i s  con tex t ,  t he  coas ta l
f i she rman  today  f aces  the  need
to  r ede f i ne  h i s  own  r e l a t i onsh ip
w i th  the  s ea ,  s eek ing  the
necessa ry  ba lance  t o  adap t  t o
new  r ea l i t i e s ,  and  t ry ing  no t  t o
l o se  i n  th i s  a t t empt  the  l i nk  w i th
the  eco l og i ca l  env i r onment  
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where  h i s  i den t i t y  and  h i s to ry
a re  r oo ted .  H i s  j ob  the re fo re
osc i l l a t e s  be tween  the
approp r i a t i on  o f  i l l ega l  p rac t i c e s
and  the  demands  f o r  j u s t i c e  tha t
seek  t o  s t op  the  damage  to  i t s
na tu ra l  r e sou rces .  Two
apparen t l y  oppos ing  s t ra t eg i e s ,
bu t  wh i ch  have  a s  a  common
denomina to r  the  need  t o
ma in ta in  a  l i f e s ty l e  tha t  can  on ly
ex i s t  nex t  t o  the  s ea .  
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Commun i ty  r e sea rche r  f ocused  on
ex t rac t i ve  p ro j ec t s  and
megapro j ec t s  i n  Oaxaca .  P r imar i l y
suppor t i ng  the  de f ense  o f  the
t e r r i t o ry  o f  peop l e s  aga ins t  m in ing
pro j ec t s  i n  va r i ous  r eg i ons  o f  the
s ta t e  o f  Oaxaca .  The  r e sea rch  work
goes  hand  i n  hand  w i th  ac t i ve
re s i s tance  and  mob i l i za t i on  aga ins t
the  advance  o f  t r ansna t i ona l s ,
open ing  up  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f
de f ea t ing  them in  cou r t s ,  t h rough
the  med ia ,  and  above  a l l ,  w i th  the
end  r e su l t  o f  expe l l i ng  them f rom
commun i ty  t e r r i t o r i e s .
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Management  o f  S t ra t eg i c
Resources ,  Env i ronment  and
Soc i e ty  o f  the  Compara t i ve
Resea rch  on  Reg iona l  I n t eg ra t i on
and  Soc ia l  Cohes i on -Soc ia l
E l eva t i on  (R ISC-R ISE)
pa r tne r sh ip .  I nves t i ga te s
wate r sheds  and  t ransboundary
wate r s ,  t he  po l i t i ca l  d imens i ons  o f
wate r  and  r i ve r  s ed iment s ,
bo rde r s ,  gende r  and  wate r  i n  f i e l d
se t t i ngs  l oca ted  i n  sou the rn
Mex i co ,  Cen t ra l  Amer i ca ,  Wes t
Af r i ca ,  t he  Med i t e r ranean  and  the
bo rde r  be tween  F rance  and
Swi t ze r l and .
  

Ed i th  Kauffer

E lena  Lazos  Chavero

var i ous  a spec t s  o f  gove rnance  t o
unde r s tand  b lue  ca rbon  i n i t i a t i ve s
in  the i r  l o ca l  con tex t .
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PhD in  Po l i t i ca l  and  Soc ia l  Sc i ences
f rom the  Nat i ona l  Autonomous
Un ive r s i t y  o f  Mex i co  (UNAM) .  He r
r e sea rch  has  f ocused  on  the  s tudy
o f  v i o l ence  and  sub j ec t i v i t i e s .  F rom
the  i n t e r sec t i on  o f  con tempora ry
soc i o l og i ca l  theo ry  and  La t in
Amer i can  po l i t i ca l  e co l ogy ,  she  has
inves t i ga ted  i t s  exp res s i ons  i n
con f l i c t s  ove r  na tu re  i n  Mex i co .
L ines  o f  r e sea rch :  v i o l ence  and
sub j ec t i v i t i e s ;  i nd igenous  peop l e s ,
e thn i c i t y  and  i n t e r e thn i c  r e l a t i ons ;
qua l i t a t i ve  r e sea rch  methodo log i e s
and  app l i ed  r e sea rch .

Angé l i ca  Nav idad  Mora les  F i gueroa

Pos tdoc to ra l  r e sea rche r  a t  the  CEQ
of  E l  Co l eg i o  de  M ichoacán ,  La
P i edad  Campus .  Member  o f  the  La
P i edad-Pén jamo  Met ropo l i t an
Obse rva to ry ,  Ocm-Lpp ,  Eco l ogy  and
Env i ronment  Ne twork .  PhD  in
In te rd i s c ip l i na ry  S tud i e s  f r om the
Autonomous  Un ive r s i t y  o f
Que ré ta ro .  He r  work  i n t eg ra te s
s tud i e s  on  pa t r imon ia l i za t i on
proces ses  i n  the  Pu rhépecha  a rea .
She  i s  cu r r en t l y  r e sea rch ing  the
b iocu l tu ra l  he r i t age  o f  the  Le rma
Ba j í o  r eg i on ,  w i th  s i gh t s  on  the
fo rmat i on  o f  an  E thnob io l og i ca l
Garden .

Raque l  Neyra

Economis t  and  PhD  in  Soc i o l ogy  o f
Pub l i c  and  Soc ia l  Po l i c i e s  f r om the
Un ive r s i t y  o f  Za ragoza ,
Pos tdoc to ra te  a t  IDEA-UNAL .
Mas te r ’ s  i n  I n t e rna t i ona l  Economics
and  MBA f rom the  Un ive r s i t y  Pa r i s
I -La  So rbonne .  Ac t i v i s t  and
resea rche r .  V i s i t i ng  p ro f e s so r  i n
the  Doc to ra te  i n  Economics  a t  the
Nat i ona l  Agra r i an  Un ive r s i t y  La
Mo l ina .  V i ce  P re s iden t  o f  the
Andean  Soc i e ty  o f  Eco l og i ca l
Economics .  Member  o f  the  Work
Group  Po l i t i ca l  Eco l og i e s  f r om the
Sou th  /  Abya  Ya la  coo rd ina t i on .
L ines  o f  r e sea rch :  co l on ia l i t y ,
v i o l ence ,  l and  g rabb ing ,  s oc i o -
env i ronmenta l  con f l i c t s .

Ja ime  Paneque-Gá lvez

Sen io r  Resea rche r  a t  the  Cen te r  f o r
Resea rch  i n  Env i ronmenta l
Geography  a t  UNAM in  More l i a ,
M i choacán .  PhD  in  Env i ronmenta l
Sc i ence  and  Techno logy  ( ICTA)
f rom the  Autonomous  Un ive r s i t y  o f
Ba rce l ona ,  Spa in .  Member  o f  s eve ra l
i n t e rna t i ona l  academic  ne tworks
and  as soc i a t i ons  i n  the  f i e l d s  o f
po l i t i ca l  e co l ogy ,  env i r onmenta l
j u s t i c e ,  s oc i a l  s tud i e s  o f  s c i ence
and  t echno logy ,  e co l og i ca l
economics ,  e thnoeco logy  and
conse rva t i on .  Resea rch  l i ne s :  l o ca l
know ledge ,  co l l abo ra t i ve  s c i ence
and  bas i c  i nnova t i on  f o r
management ,  conse rva t i on  and
communa l  t e r r i t o r i a l  management ;
commun i ty  mapp ing  and  mon i to r i ng
techno log i e s ;  con f l i c t s  and
s t rugg l e s  f o r  env i r onmenta l  j u s t i c e .
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Eve lyn  Mej ía  Carrasco

Co lomb ian  Bo rde r ,  2000-2015 .  H i s
i n t e r e s t s  l i e  a t  the  i n t e r sec t i on  o f
po l i t i ca l  e co l ogy ,  env i r onmenta l
soc i o l ogy ,  La t inx  geograph i e s ,
c r i t i ca l  and  gende r  compara t i ve
geograph i e s ,  and  the  po l i t i c s  o f
space .
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Pro fe s so r - r e sea rche r  a t  C IESAS in
the  Mex i co  C i ty  Un i t ,  w i th  a  PhD  in
Soc io l ogy  f r om the  Un ive r s i t y  o f
Texas  a t  Aus t in  and  a  Mas te r ' s
deg ree  i n  Soc i a l  Anth ropo logy  f r om
the  Co l eg i o  de  M ichoacán .  H i s
r e sea rch  i nc ludes  t op i c s  i n
soc i ocu l tu ra l  an th ropo logy ;  po l i t i c s ,
power  and  economy ;  u rban  s tud i e s
and  t e r r i t o r i a l i t y  o f  med ium-s i zed
c i t i e s ;  pub l i c  po l i c i e s  and  s t ra t eg i c
r e sou rces ;  r e sea rch  methodo logy  i n
soc i a l  s c i ences ,  s oc i a l  an th ropo logy
and  i n t e r cu l tu ra l  and  i nc lu s i ve
educa t i on .

Ever  Sánchez  Osor io

Doc to r  i n  Soc i o l ogy .  Resea rche r  f o r
Mex i co  o f  the  Nat i ona l  Counc i l  o f
Human i t i e s ,  Sc i ences  and
Techno log i e s ,  a s s i gned  t o  the
Ins t i t u t e  o f  Soc i o l og i ca l  Resea rch
o f  the  Autonomous  Un ive r s i t y
Ben i t o  Juá rez  o f  Oaxaca  ( I xM-
CONAHCyT /  I ISUABJO) .
Coo rd ina to r  o f  the  book  Break ing
Borde r s .  The  B iomed i ca l  Wor ld  and
Trad i t i ona l  Med i c ine  Nn ' a  n  ncue
Ñomndaa  (Amuzgos )  o f  Gue r r e ro  i n
the  f ace  o f  the  hea l th  emergency
caused  by  Cov id - 19 .  Techn i ca l
manage r  o f  the  Nn ' anncue
Cosmov i s i on  p ro j ec t  Ñomndaa :
emerg ing  b i ocu l tu ra l  he r i t age  f o r
hea l th ,  f ood  and  env i ronmenta l
j u s t i c e ,  no .  322656  o f  CONAHCyT .

Fernando  I gnac io  Sa lmerón  Castro

Rache l  S i eder

Pro fe s so r - r e sea rche r  a t  C IESAS ,
Mex i co  C i ty  and  Resea rch
Assoc ia t e  a t  the  Chr .  M i che l s en
Cent re ,  Be rgen .  PhD  in  Po l i t i c s
f r om the  Un ive r s i t y  o f  London .
Resea rch  i n t e r e s t s :  l aw  and
soc i e ty ,  i nd igenous  r i gh t s ,
i nd igenous  l aw  and  l ega l
an th ropo logy .  She  has  r e sea rched
ind igenous  j u s t i c e  i n  Gua tema la
fo r  many  yea r s  and  works  w i th
co l l e c t i ve s  o f  i nd igenous  l awye r s
to  p rov ide  expe r t  r epo r t s  f o r  cases
where  co l l e c t i ve  r i gh t s  o f
i nd igenous  peop l e s  a r e  v i o l a t ed .
She  has  a l so  worked  ex tens i ve l y
on  gende r  i s sues  and  i nd igenous
jus t i c e  sys t ems .
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Resea rche r  a t  C IMSUR-UNAM.  She
comb ines  Po l i t i ca l  Eco l ogy  and
Borde r  S tud i e s ,  f ocus ing  on
conse rva t i on  and  ag ro - food
produc t i on  i n  c ro s s -bo rde r  a r eas .
Wi th  a  PhD  in  Eco l ogy  and
Sus ta inab l e  Deve l opment ,  he r  work
examines  the  soc i a l  and  economic
re sponse  t o  soc i o - env i ronmenta l
con f l i c t  and  exp lo r e s  env i ronmenta l
adap ta t i ons  and  con t rad i c t i ons  i n
con tex t s  o f  vu lne rab i l i t y  and
borde r i za t i on .

Ce l i a  Ru i z  de  Oña  P laza

I  am a  p ro f e s so r  o f  soc i o l ogy  a t
the  Facu l ty  o f  Po l i t i ca l  and  Soc ia l
Sc i ences  a t  UNAM .  In  my  r e sea rch
work  I  have  sought  t o  desc r i be
and  d i s cuss  the  po l i t i c s  o f
env i ronmenta l  r i sks  and  the i r
l i nks  w i th  l a rge  and  unequa l
p roces ses  such  a s  ag ra r i an  r e fo rm
and  the  deve l opment  o f  t ou r i sm  in
the  sou the rn  coas t  o f  Mex i co .

I gnac io  Rub io  Carr iqu i r i borde
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Técn i co  académico  a soc i ado  de l
C IMSUR-UNAM.  In t eg ran te  de  l a s
r edes  EnJus t ,  Red  La t inoamer i cana
para  e l  Uso  Comun i ta r i o  de  D rones ,
Red  La t inoamer i cana  pa ra  e l
Es tud io  de  Con f l i c t o s  Amb ien ta l e s
y  Red  La t inoamer i cana  po r  l a
De fensa  de l  Pa t r imon io  B i ocu l tu ra l ,
y  de l  Co l ec t i vo  po r  l a  P ro tecc i ón  de
l a  P rov inc i a  de  Sugamux i  y  l a
Co l ec t i va  Car tog rá f i ca  de  l o s  Su res
G loba l e s .  Doc to r  en  Geogra f í a  po r
l a  UNAM .  Su  t raba jo  i n t eg ra  l a
geogra f í a  amb ien ta l ,  l a
cop roducc i ón  de  conoc im ien tos
ca r tog rá f i cos  y  e tnográ f i cos  y  e l
ac t i v i smo  académico  pa ra  e s tud ia r
con f l i c t o s  amb ien ta l e s .  L íneas  de
inves t i gac i ón :  con f l i c t o s
amb ien ta l e s ,  t e r r i t o r i o  y
o rgan i zac i ón  soc i a l  co l ec t i va ;
ca r tog ra f í a  pa r t i c i pa t i va  e
in fo rmac ión  geográ f i ca  vo lun ta r i a ;
e tnogra f í a  compromet ida  y  j u s t i c i a
amb ien ta l .

Resea rche r  and  member  o f  the
fac i l i t a t i ng  t eam o f  G loba l  Fabr i c
o f  A l t e rna t i ve s ,  a s  we l l  a s  the
p roces s  o f  Cr ianzas  Mutua  Méx i co .
He  has  a  PhD  in  Human  Geography
f rom the  Un ive r s i t y  o f  Durham ,
Un i t ed  K ingdom ,  and  h i s  work
focuses  on  the  deco l on i za t i on  o f
ene rgy  j u s t i c e  and  on  the
p roces ses  o f  p lu r i ve r sa l  ene rgy
t rans i t i on  t owards  o the r  wor ld s
and  o the r  ways  o f  r e l a t i ng  t o
ene rgy .  H i s  l i ne s  o f  r e sea rch  a re
ju s t i c e  and  ene rgy
t rans fo rmat i ons ,  deco l on i za t i on ,
on to l ogy  and  po l i t i ca l  e co l ogy .  He
i s  co -au tho r  o f  Navegar  e l  Co lapso
(Ba jo  T i e r ra ,  Mex i co )  and  Gus tavo
Es teva ;  v i da  y  ob ra  de  un
in te l l e c tua l  dep ro f e s i ona l i zado
(Ba jo  T i e r ra ,  Mex i co ) .

Car los  Torne l  

Fu l l - t ime  academic  and  D i r ec to r  o f
Advocacy  P rog rams  a t  the
Un ive r s i dad  Ibe roamer i cana  i n
Mex i co  C i ty .  G radua ted  i n
Psycho logy  f r om ITESO ,  Mas te r  i n
Gende r  and  Cu l tu re  S tud i e s  f r om
the  Un ive r s i t y  o f  Ch i l e  and  PhD
cand ida te  i n  Soc i a l  Anth ropo logy
a t  I be ro  Un ive r s i t y .  Spec i a l i z ed  i n
the  management  o f  p sychosoc i a l
p ro j ec t s  w i th  women  and  you th ,  he r
work  d i a l ogues  w i th  gende r  s tud i e s
and  f em in i sms .  L ines  o f  r e sea rch :
v i o l ence ,  s oc i o - t e r r i t o r i a l  con f l i c t s
and  co l l e c t i ve  movements .

Marce la  Ta lamantes  Cas i l l as

Jazm ín  Sánchez  Arceo

She  i s  a  Phys i ca l  Eng inee r  and  has
a  Mas te r ’ s  i n  Env i ronmenta l
Eng inee r ing  f r om the  Autonomous
Un ive r s i t y  o f  Yuca tan .  She  i s  a
spec i a l i s t  i n  ene rgy  and
env i ronmenta l  management ,
wo rk ing  on  i s sues  o f  ene rgy
t rans i t i on  and  e f f i c i ency ,
d i s t r i bu t i on  ne tworks  and  pub l i c
po l i c i e s  r e l a t ed  t o  env i ronmenta l
impac t  a s se s sment  and  l and  use
p lann ing .  F rom th i s  pe r spec t i ve  and
towards  the  s t r eng then ing  o f
human  r i gh t s ,  she  accompan i e s
d i f f e r en t  soc i a l  p roces ses  i n  the
reg ion  tha t  con f ron t s  the
impos i t i on  o f  ex t rac t i ve  p ro j ec t s .
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S ince  2004  he  has  been  a
re sea rche r  a t  the  Mér ida  Un i t  o f
the  Cen te r  f o r  Resea rch  and
Advanced  S tud i e s  (C INVESTAV) .  I n
r ecen t  yea r s  he  has  worked  on
i s sues  o f  ene rgy  t rans i t i on ,  s oc i o -
env i ronmenta l  impac t s  and  pub l i c
po l i c i e s  f o r  sus ta inab l e  r eg i ona l
deve l opment .  He  i s  w ide ly
in t e r e s t ed  i n  p romot ing  i n t e r -  and
t ransd i s c ip l i na ry  work ,  a s  we l l  a s
sc i ence  commun ica t i on .  S ince  2016
he  has  been  pa r t  o f  the
Ar t i cu l ac i ón  Yuca tán  co l l e c t i ve .

Economis t  f r om the  Autonomous
Un ive r s i t y  o f  Yuca tan ,  Mas te r  i n
Eco log i ca l  Economics  f r om the
Un ive r s i t y  o f  Leeds  (Un i t ed
K ingdom)  and  PhD  in
Env i ronmenta l  Economics  f r om the
Un ive r s i t y  o f  Yo rk  (Un i t ed
K ingdom) .  She  r e sea rches  t op i c s
r e l a t ed  t o  sus ta inab l e  ene rgy
t rans i t i ons ,  env i r onmenta l
gove rnance  and  p roces ses  o f
pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  dec i s i on -mak ing
in  soc i o - env i ronmenta l  po l i cy .  She
i s  cu r r en t l y  a  r e sea rche r  i n  the
Land  and  Te r r i t o ry  P rog ram a t
Fundar ,  Cen te r  f o r  Ana lys i s  and
Resea rch .

Soc i a l  an th ropo log i s t ,  g radua ted
f rom the  Nat i ona l  Schoo l  o f
Anth ropo logy  and  H i s to ry  i n
Mex i co  C i ty ,  w i th  a  Mas te r ' s  deg ree
in  Cu l tu ra l  Ana lys i s  f r om the
Un ive r s i t y  o f  Amste rdam
(Nethe r l ands )  and  a  PhD  in  Soc ia l
Anth ropo logy  f r om McG i l l
Un ive r s i t y  i n  Mont rea l  (Canada) .
She  works  and  r e sea rches  i s sues
re l a t ed  t o  ru ra l  change ,  po l i t i ca l
eco l ogy  and  env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e .
She  has  pa r t i c i pa ted  i n  va r i ous
academic ,  i n t e rd i s c ip l i na ry  and
cu l tu ra l  p roduc t i on  p ro j ec t s  i n
Mex i co ,  t he  Ne the r l ands  and  the
Un i t ed  S ta te s .

I vet  Reyes  Maturano

Ar iana  Esca lante  Kantún

Roge l i o  Jusue  Ramos  Torres  

He  has  a  PhD  in  Soc ia l
Anth ropo logy  f r om C IESAS ,
Sou theas t  Campus ,  and  a  Mas te r ' s
deg ree  i n  Po l i t i ca l  and  Soc ia l
S tud i e s  f r om UNAM.  He  works  f r om
the  pe r spec t i ve  o f  po l i t i ca l  e co l ogy ,
ma in ly  th rough  the  comb ina t i on  o f
h i s to ry  and  e thnography  i n  the
f i e l d .  He  i s  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  the  s tudy
o f  po l i t i ca l  d imens i ons  and  power
dynamics  i n  d i sa s t e r  p roces ses ,
v i o l ence  and  soc i o - env i ronmenta l
con f l i c t s ,  e spec i a l l y  i n  coas ta l
con tex t s .
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Env ironmenta l  Just ice  and  V io lence :  

 Res istance ,  Art icu lat ions  and  I ntersect ions

wi th  the  a im  o f  v i z i b i l i z i ng ,
cha rac te r i z i ng  and  unde r s tand ing
the i r  d i f f e r en t  moda l i t i e s  and
the i r  o r i g in s .  The  mee t ing  began
by  g iv ing  an  account  o f  the
conce rns  and  cha l l enges  tha t  the
mee t ing  i t s e l f  b rought  w i th  i t .
The  t op i c  i s  unavo idab l e
th roughout  La t in  Amer i ca ,
g r i pped  by  v i o l ence ,  bu t  whe re
demands  f o r  env i ronmenta l  and
c l imate  j u s t i c e  a r e  mu l t i p l y ing ,
con f ron t ing  de  f ac to  and
hegemon ic  powers  w i th  d i ve r se
ideas ,  s t r a t eg i e s  and  f ee l i ngs .  The
mee t ing  sought  t o  p romote  a
space  f o r  d i a l ogue  and  l ea rn ing
tha t  s ta r t s  w i th  the  r ecogn i t i on  o f
these  de f enses  and  r e s i s t ances
th rough  l i f e .
The  mee t ing  t ook  p l ace  i n  pe r son
in  San  Cr i s t óba l  de  Las  Casas  and
brought  t oge the r  pa r t i c i pan t s
f rom Mex i co ,  Gua tema la ,
Co lomb ia ,  Pe ru ,  B raz i l ,  t he  Un i t ed
Sta te s ,  Ge rmany ,  Spa in ,  Be lg ium ,
I t a l y ,  F in l and ,  t he  Un i t ed
K ingdom and  Sweden .  The  f o rmat
inc luded  sho r t  commun ica t i ons  i n
d i f f e r en t  f o rmats  and  i n t e rac t i ve
deba tes  i n  an  i n fo rma l  and
co l l eg i a l  a tmosphe re .
The  mee t ing  p roposed  academic
con t r i bu t i ons  on  t op i c s  r e l a t ed  t o ,
bu t  no t  exc lu s i ve  t o ,  t he  va r i ous
sou rces  and  f o rms  o f  v i o l ence  i n
the  f i e l d  o f  env i r onmenta l  j u s t i c e ,
i nc lud ing :  v i o l ence  a s  l ega l i t y /

About  the  meet ing

The  IV  In t e rna t i ona l
Env i ronmenta l  Jus t i c e  and
Vio l ence  mee t ing :  Res i s tance ,
Ar t i cu l a t i ons  and  In t e r sec t i ons
took  p l ace  f r om Oc tobe r  3  t o  6 ,
2023  i n  San  Cr i s t óba l  de  Las
Casas ,  Ch iapas .  I t  was  o rgan i zed
by  the  EnJus t  Ne twork  t oge the r
w i th  the  Cen te r  f o r  Resea rch  and
Advanced  S tud i e s  i n  Soc i a l
Anth ropo logy  (C IESAS) ,  UNAM,
th rough  the  Cen te r  f o r
Mu l t i d i s c ip l i na ry  Resea rch  i n
Ch iapas  and  Cen t ra l  Amer i ca
(C IMSUR-UNAM) ,  t he  Facu l ty  o f
Po l i t i ca l  and  Soc ia l  Sc i ences
(FCPYS-UNAM)  and  the
Depar tment  o f  Geography  o f
Chr i s t i an  -  A lb rech t s  -
Un ive r s i t ä t  zu  K i e l .  The  EnJus t
Ne twork  was  f ounded  a t  the
Un ive r s i t y  o f  K i e l ,  Ge rmany ,  i n
2019  t o  r a i s e  awareness  on
env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e  i s sues  and
s t r eng then  the  democra t i c
pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f  peop l e  a f f ec t ed
by  env i ronmenta l  p rob l ems .  The
a im  i s  t o  b r i ng  t oge the r
pa r t i c i pan t s  f r om sc i ence ,
p l ann ing  and  c i v i l  s oc i e ty  a s  we l l
a s  t o  i n i t i a t e  spaces  f o r
commun ica t i on  and  co l l abo ra t i ve
re sea rch .
The  EnJus t  2023  mee t ing  was
es tab l i shed  a s  a  space  f o r
co l l e c t i ve  r e f l e c t i on  on  the
pa t t e rns  o f  v i o l ence  f aced  by
env i ronmenta l  j u s t i c e  movements
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f o r ces  a l so  nes t  i n  i t s
con t rad i c t i ons  and  t ens i ons .
The  demand  fo r  env i ronmenta l
j u s t i c e  i n  Ch iapas  and  th roughout
La t in  Amer i ca  i s  c en te red  on  the
de fense  o f  the  t e r r i t o ry  and  i s
i n sepa rab l e  f r om soc i a l  j u s t i c e
and  h i s to r i ca l  r epa ra t i on .  San
Cr i s tóba l  de  Las  Casas  i s  l o ca ted
in  a  r eg i on  a f f ec t ed  by  l ong - t e rm
con f l i c t s  and  a  l ow- in t ens i t y  war ,
wh i ch  i s  cu r r en t l y  exace rba ted  by
the  a t tack  o f  d rug  t ra f f i ck ing ,  t he
in t en t i ona l  om i s s i ons  o f  the  S ta te ,
t he  exces s i ve  exp lo i t a t i on  o f  i t s
na tu ra l  r e sou rces ,  t he  h i s t o r i ca l
marg ina l i za t i on  and
impove r i shment  o f  i nd igenous
peop l e s .  We  w i tnes s  he re  wha t  the
Franco -Maghreb i  soc i o l og i s t ,  poe t
and  pa in te r  Mus tapha  Saha  po in t s
ou t ,  f o l l ow ing  Robe r t  Jau l i n  ' s
concep tua l i za t i on ,  a s  the
dec iv i l i z a t i on  imposed  by  the
Wes t  (Saha  2023) .
Howeve r ,  i t  i s  a l so  a  p l ace  whe re
p rog res s i ve  and  hope fu l  p roposa l s
a re  bu i l t ,  w i th  a  l ong  t rad i t i on  o f
r e s i s t ance  and  s t rugg l e  f o r
j u s t i c e .  I n  the  f ace  o f
dehuman i za t i on  and  mate r i a l  and
symbo l i c  des t ruc t i on  caused  i n
the  name  o f  deve l opmenta l
p rog res s ,  t e chnoc racy  and
co r rup t i on ,  San  Cr i s t óba l  i s  home
to  c i v i l  and  academic
o rgan i za t i ons  tha t  r ec rea te ,  f r om
co l l e c t i ve  f ee l i ng  and  l i v i ng ,  an
a l t e rna t i ve  wor ld  tha t  i s  soc i a l l y
and  env i ronmenta l l y  j u s t .

i l l ega l i t y ;  s ymbo l i c  and  s t ruc tu ra l
v i o l ence ;  e x t r eme  v i o l ence  i n  the
fo rm o f  ex t e rm ina t i on ,
d i sappea rance ,  nec ropo l i t i c s ;
v i o l ence  and  r e s i s t ance  i n  u rban
and  pe r i -u rban  env i ronments ;
c l imate  change  and  env i ronmenta l
deg rada t i on  a s  f o rms  o f  s l ow
v io l ence ;  r e s i s t ance ,  agenc i e s ,
ne tworks ,  s t r a t eg i e s  and
responses  t o  ove rcome  v i o l ence ;
s t r a t eg i e s  t o  bu i l d  hope ,  f o r
examp le  th rough  a r t  and
a l t e rna t i ve  methodo log i e s ;  t he
ro l e  o f  c r i t i ca l  academia
commi t t ed  t o  env i ronmenta l
ac t i v i sm .
We  chose  t o  mee t  i n  San
Cr i s tóba l  de  Las  Casas  because  o f
the  c i t y ’ s  h i s t o ry  w i th  v i o l ence
f rom i t s  co l on ia l  pas t .  I t s  th r i v ing
tou r i s t  e conomy  i s  t i ed  t o  gende r
v i o l ence ,  e thn i c  s eg rega t i on ,  t he
mate r i a l  and  sp i r i t ua l  k idnapp ing
o f  you th  and  m i l i t a r i za t i on .  I t  i s  a
c i t y  tha t  f aces  s e r i ous
env i ronmenta l  cha l l enges  such  a s
de fo re s ta t i on ,  t he  d ry ing  up  o f  i t s
mounta in  we t l ands ,  wa te r
sho r tages  and  po l l u t i on  i n  a l l  i t s
f o rms .  A t  the  same  t ime ,  i t  i s  an
emb lemat i c  c i t y  because  o f  the
po l i t i ca l  movements  i t  houses ,  t he
Zapa t i s ta  Movement ,  one  o f  the
mos t  impor tan t  l i be r ta r i an
movements  o f  the  l a s t  decades ;
because  b r i dges  have  been  bu i l t
be tween  academia  and
organ i za t i ons ;  and  because  we
want  t o  th ink  tha t  t r ans fo rmat i ve
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· C e l i a  Ru i z  de  Oña  P laza  /
Cente r  f o r  Mu l t i d i s c ip l i na ry
Resea rch  on  Ch iapas  and  the
Sou the rn  Bo rde r  (C IMSUR-
UNAM) .
· I gnac i o  Rub io  Car r i qu i r i bo rde  /
Cente r  f o r  Soc i o l og i ca l  S tud i e s ,
Facu l ty  o f  Po l i t i ca l  and  Soc ia l
Sc i ences  ( FCPYS-UNAM) .
· F l o r i an  Duenkmann  /
Depar tment  o f  Geography ,  K i e l
Un ive r s i t y  (CAU) .
· L i be r tad  Chavez -Rodr iguez  /
Cente r  f o r  Resea rch  and
Advanced  S tud i e s  i n  Soc i a l
Anth ropo logy  (C IESAS
Nores t e ) .
· S i l j a  K l epp  /  Depar tment  o f
Geography ,  K i e l  Un ive r s i t y
(CAU) .
· Techn i ca l  suppor t
t eam/Depar tment  o f  Geography ,
K i e l  Un ive r s i t y  (CAU) :  

    J enny  B i s cho f f .  
    K im  N ie rob i s ch .
    C l a ra  Luepke .

Organ i z i ng  Comm i ttee
-  Saha ,  M .  ( 2023) .  F rance  ve r sus
Af r i ca :  The  “dec iv i l i za t i on ”  i deo l og i zed
by  the  ex t r eme  r i gh t .  La t in  Ne twork
Wi thou t  Bo rde r s  (B l og ) .  (T rans l a t i on
o f  the  o r i g ina l  a r t i c l e  i n  F rench  La
France  i nven te  l a  m i se  au  ban  o f
s tuden t s  a f r i ca ins  ,  Monda f r i que  ,
September  18 ,  2023) .
h t tps : / / r ed l a t i nas in f ron te ras .wo rdpres s
. com/2023/09/22 / f ranc ia -ve r sus -
a f r i ca - l a -desc i v i l i zac i on - ideo l og i zada -
po r - l a - ex t r ema-de recha /

https://redlatinasinfronteras.wordpress.com/2023/09/22/francia-versus-africa-la-descivilizacion-ideologizada-por-la-extrema-derecha/
https://redlatinasinfronteras.wordpress.com/2023/09/22/francia-versus-africa-la-descivilizacion-ideologizada-por-la-extrema-derecha/
https://redlatinasinfronteras.wordpress.com/2023/09/22/francia-versus-africa-la-descivilizacion-ideologizada-por-la-extrema-derecha/
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T h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  s e e k s  t o  v i z i b i l i z e  a n  a r r a y  o f  u r g e n t  p r o b l e m s  f a c e d
b y  n a t i o n s  a n d  p e o p l e s  i n  M e x i c o  a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d :  t h e
s t r u g g l e  t o  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  d o m i n a n t  p o l i t i c a l - e c o l o g i c a l  m o d e l  o f
e x t r a c t i v e ,  e x c l u s i o n a r y ,  p a t r i a r c h a l  a n d  e c o c i d a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n .
T h r o u g h  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  p r o b l e m s  a n d  s i t u a t i o n s ,  w r i t t e n  b y  a  l a r g e
g r o u p  o f  a u t h o r s ,  i t  w e a v e s  a  c o l l e c t i v e  n a r r a t i v e  t h a t  r e v e a l s  b o t h
t h e  v i o l e n c e  p e r p e t r a t e d  a g a i n s t  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t s ,
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f o r m s  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  a n d  h o p e  t h a t  e m e r g e  i n  r e s p o n s e .

W i t h  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  w o r k ,  w e  s t r i v e  t o  c a p t u r e  a n d  s h a r e  i n  a
c l e a r  a n d  a g i l e  m a n n e r  t h e  c u r r e n t  c r i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n :  t h e  p u l s e
b e t w e e n  t h e  o p p r e s s i o n  o f  a  p r e d a t o r y  a n d  i n h u m a n  s y s t e m  a n d  t h e
g r o w i n g  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  u r g e n c y  o f  a n  i m m i n e n t  c h a n g e ,  i n  t h e  f a c e
o f  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  c e r t a i n t i e s  t h a t  s u s t a i n e d  s a i d  s y s t e m .  W e
u n d e r l i n e  t h e  r e l e v a n c e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t e n a c i t y  i n  t h e
f a c e  o f  a d v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  k n o w l e d g e ,  c r u c i a l
e l e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  d e s i r e d  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  J u s t i c e ,  m o r e  t h a n  a  s e t  o f  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  e t h i c a l
p r i n c i p l e s ,  i s  a  f r a m e w o r k  o f  e m e r g i n g  m e a n i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  v e r y
d i f f e r e n t  s t r u g g l e s  i n  w h i c h ,  i n  a n y  c a s e ,  a n y  i d e a  o f  j u s t i c e  f i n d s  i t s
t r u e  m e a n i n g .

W e  h o p e  t h a t  b y  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h i s  m a t e r i a l ,  b a s e d  o n  w h a t  c a n  b e
p r o b l e m a t i z e d  i n  e a c h  c a s e  i n  t e r m s  o f  d i s t r i b u t i v e  i n e q u i t i e s ,
p r o c e d u r a l  i n j u s t i c e s  a n d / o r  l a c k  o f  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  r e a d e r s  c a n  b u i l d
t h e i r  o w n  n a r r a t i v e  a b o u t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  J u s t i c e
e n c o m p a s s e s  t o d a y .

E m e r g e d  f r o m  t h e  I V  E n J u s t  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  J u s t i c e  N e t w o r k  M e e t i n g
i n  S a n  C r i s t ó b a l  d e  L a s  C a s a s ,  C h i a p a s ,  i n  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 3 ,  t h i s  b o o k
a i m s  t o  f u e l  d i a l o g u e ,  d e b a t e  a n d ,  a b o v e  a l l ,  a c t i o n  t o w a r d s  b u i l d i n g  a
m o r e  j u s t  a n d  e q u i t a b l e  w o r l d .
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